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2009 ANNUAL FIRE REPORT
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FIRE SEASON OVERVIEW

The 2009 fire season was marked by below normal precipitation in most areas of the state.  Precipitation across Central and Southern California was well below normal, the fourth dry year in a row. . Fortunately, Southern California was spared what could have been a truly disasterous fire season by a lack of many Santa Ana wind events.  This was particularly noticeable during the Station Fire, of August, which was primarily a fuels and topography driven blaze.  Had it occurred later in the season and been accompanied by Santa Ana winds, the resulting fire storm would have been much more destructive.  Northern California too, was spared a repeat of last year’s huge amount of lightning activity and came up with many less fires and acres burned this year compared to last.
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Jesusita Fire – Los Padres N. F

Southern California

The Southern California Geographic Area (SOPS) experienced only a moderately active fire season punctuated by several large fires on only a few forests.  The first of these large fires occurred in early May, with the Jesusita Fire along the front country behind Santa Barbara.  This fire destroyed 80 residences and damaged 15 others.   Things remained relative quiet until early August with the outbreak of the La Brea Fire, also located on the Los Padres N. F.  Burning in steep, inaccessable terrain in the San Rafael Wilderness, this fire burned 89,489 acres.  The next big fire, and by far the largest of the season, was the Station Fire which started in the foothills above the city of La Cañada in the Angeles N. F.  At 160,577 acres, it became the largest fire ever recorded in the history of Los Angeles County.  89 residences, 94 out buildings, and 26 commercial properties were destroyed.   Despite these and other smaller fires on the eight forests of Southern California, the total acres burned this year (327,168) is less than 72% of our 10-year average.
Northern California

From January 1st through December 31st, there were 4,569 fires reported to the Northern California Geographic Area Coordination Center (NOPS) for all agencies.  107,411 acres burned as a result of both lightning and human caused ignitions.  In comparison with the previous ten years, the number of fires is above the 10-year average, and the acres burned is well below the average.   2009 becomes the fifth busiest of the last ten years (number of fires) and the seventh most destructive in terms of acres burned.

	North Ops Fires by Cause and Agency:



	
	HUMAN Caused
	LIGHTING Caused
	TOTAL

	AGENCY
	fires
	acres
	fires
	acres
	fires
	acres

	BIA
	157
	1,465
	0
	0
	157
	1,465

	BLM
	17
	5
	48
	1,530
	65
	1,535

	Marin Co
	10
	51
	0
	0
	10
	51

	Hawaii Co’s
	1
	7,800
	0
	0
	1
	7,800

	FWS
	4
	5
	0
	0
	4
	5

	NPS
	27
	10
	13
	1,749
	40
	1,759

	CAL FIRE
	3,078
	40,070
	307
	18,134
	3,385
	58,204

	FS
	385
	8,591
	522
	28,001
	907
	36,592

	TOTAL
	3,679
	57,997
	890
	49,414
	4,569
	107,411


In 2009 there were 53,689 requests in ROSS for equipment, crews, aircraft, and overhead processed through NOPS. 

	Request Type
	Overhead
	Crews
	Equipment
	Aircraft

	# of Requests
	43,345
	2,574
	5,181
	2,585


There were 16 team deployments on 14 incidents:  1 Type 1 Forest Service, 4 CalFire; 8 Type 2; 3 NIMO.
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INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM ASSIGNMENTS - 2009

	Northern California Incident Management Team assignments



	I C
	team type
	incident name
	unit
	inc type
	from
	to

	Custer
	NIMO
	Backbone
	CA-SRF
	FIRE
	07/06
	07/27

	Swartzlander
	USFS - 2
	Backbone
	CA-SRF
	FIRE
	07/07
	07/20

	Molhoek
	USFS - 2
	Tennant
	CA-KNF
	FIRE
	07/20
	07/25

	Swartzlander
	USFS - 2
	Upper Complex
	CA-MDF
	FIRE
	08/01
	08/05

	Molhoek
	USFS - 2
	Hat Creek Complex
	CA-LNF
	FIRE
	08/02
	08/11

	Wenham
	CDF
	SHU Lightning
	CA-SHU
	FIRE
	08/03
	08/17

	Waterman
	CDF
	Jesusita
	CA-LPF
	FIRE
	05/07
	05/13

	Swartzlander
	USFS - 2
	Summit
	CA-MNF
	FIRE
	08/13
	08/17

	Morris
	CDF
	Coffin
	CA-SHU
	FIRE
	08/13
	08/17

	Pincha-Tulley
	USFS - 1
	La Brea
	CA-LPF
	FIRE
	08/09
	08/24

	Swartzlander
	USFS - 2
	Elephant
	CA-PNF
	FIRE
	08/17
	08/22

	Paul
	ORCA -2
	Red Rock
	CA-KNF
	FIRE
	08/22
	08/31

	Custer
	NIMO
	Red Rock
	CA-KNF
	FIRE
	08/23
	09/03

	Whitney
	NIMO
	Operation Reclaim
	CA-SHF
	OTHER
	09/03
	09/24

	Swartzlander
	USFS - 2
	Silver
	CA-PNF
	FIRE
	09/09
	09/23

	Morris
	CDF
	Loma
	CA-SCU
	FIRE
	10/25
	10/29


INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM ASSIGNMENTS - 2009

	Southern California Incident Management Team assignments



	I C
	team type
	incident name
	unit
	inc type
	from
	to

	Lewin
	CDF
	CDPR Assist
	CA-CDF
	Other
	05/04
	05/09

	D’Andrea
	USFS - 2
	Jesusita
	CA-LPF
	Fire
	05/05
	05/07

	Johnson
	USFS – 2
	Grouse
	CA-YNP
	Fire
	07/02
	07/09

	Woychak
	USFS - 2
	Forks
	CA-INF
	Fire
	07/19
	07/24

	Johnson
	USFS - 2
	Knight
	CA-STF
	Fire
	07/27
	08/09

	Molumby
	USFS -1
	US Assist to BC
	CN-BCN
	Fire
	08/09
	08/25

	Hutchinson
	CDF
	Lockheed
	CA-CZU
	Fire
	08/13
	08/23

	Lewin
	CDF
	Yuba
	CA-NEU
	Fire
	08/21
	08/21

	Woychak
	USFS - 2
	Morris
	CA-ANF
	Fire
	08/25
	09/03

	Johnson
	USFS - 2
	Big Meadow
	CA-YNP
	Fire
	08/26
	08/29

	Wakoski
	USFS - 2
	Cottonwood
	CA-BDF
	Fire
	08/28
	09/01

	Hutchinson
	CDF
	Gloria
	CA-BEU
	Fire
	08/29
	09/03

	McGowan
	USFS - 1
	Big Meadow
	CA-YNP
	Fire
	08/29
	09/08

	Dietrich
	USFS - 1
	Station
	CA-ANF
	Fire
	08/29
	09/15

	McClelland
	CDF
	Oak Glen3
	CA-BDU
	Fire
	08/30
	09/05

	McClelland
	CDF
	Pendelton
	CA-BDU
	Fire
	08/31
	09/05

	Wakoski
	USFS - 2
	Station
	CA-ANF
	Fire
	09/15
	09/28

	Lewin
	CDF
	Guiberson
	CA-VNC
	Fire
	09/22
	09/27

	Woychak
	USFS - 2
	Sheep
	CA-BDF
	Fire
	10/03
	10/14


 AIRCRAFT REPORT

Still the only large air tankers to meet the federal solicitation requirements for the national large air tanker fleet were the P3s and the P2Vs.  CalFire, had a DC-10 on contract that did fly on Forest Service fires.  The Martin Mars was on an experimental contract with the Forest Service this year.  It spent most of its time in SOPS, but did get moved up to NOPS, to Lake Oroville, for a short stay.

The Regional Aviation Group staffed the Sherpa, the Cobra, three lead planes, and four Aerial Supervision Modules (ASM).  One additional jumper plane was contracted and based out of Redding this season.
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Tanker 00 dropping retardant on the Jesusita Fire – Los Padres N. F.

In cooperation with the U. S. Forest Service, BLM placed fiver single engine air tankers (SEATs) at agency air bases.  One was located at Cal Pines in Northern California; four in Southern California, with two at San Bernardino, one at Porterville, and one at Bishop.  Other Forest Service tanker bases which were used outside of the Region to support NOPS incidents were:  Medford, Klamath Falls, Stockton, and Stead.  

In North Ops, the helicopter program was augmented this year by six additional Type-1 and Type-2 limited national, exclusive-use ships.  They were stationed on the ENF, MDF, MNF, KNF, TNF and LNF.  In South Ops the Type-1 helitanker fleet was again maintained on the CNF, BDF, ANF, LPF, and SNF.

NATIONAL INTERAGENCY SUPPORT CACHES

There are two National Interagency Regional Support Caches located in Region 5, one in Northern California at Redding and one in Southern California at Ontario.  Their mission is to provide logistical support for all interagency emergency operations within their respective geographic areas, and nationally as requested.

Southern California 

Incident activity in the Southern Geographical Area was mostly moderate with periods of extreme fire behavior and activity.   Logistical support was provided to four Type I incidents, three federal and one state, and eight Type II federal incidents.  No serious injuries or vehicle accidents occurred.

2009 statistics:


- Inventory Value - $12,500,000


- Issued Value - $15,019,652


- Pounds Issued - 1,511,065


- GSA purchases - n/a

- Total issues - n/a


- Total line items issued -7,1 08


- Total line items returned - 5,29

- Return dollar amount - $10,635,427


- Mobile cache vans issued - 16
Northern California

Incident activity was moderate within the geographic area in 2009.  Fire cache personnel logged over 40,000 hours of labor.  Nearly 400 cache deliveries were made for over 79,000 miles driven.

2009 Statistics:

- Inventory value - $8,595,091

- Issued value - $15,177,469

- Pounds shipped - 1,659,389

   

- GSA purchases - $1,056,522

- Total issues - 1,448

- Total line items - 9,706

- Mobile cache vans issued - n/a   

REGIONAL TRAINING SUMMARY

The Pacific Southwest Region’s training program, divided between North Operations and South Operations, offers training courses at six training facilities across California.  Subject matter covers fire, leadership, aviation, prevention, prescribed fire, and dispatch.

Northern California

The North Operations Training Unit consisting of the North California Training Center (NCTC) and the Wildfire Training Center (WFTC) develops a full curriculum of courses for the Incident Command System and other fire related courses.  During the 2008/09 training year the center hosted 17 courses with 400 students in attendance.  It was also the collection point for 400 level courses and the Emergency Command Center Dispatching courses Modules 1-4 federal slots that were available to us from the CalFire Academy in Ione, CA. 

Southern California

The South Operations Training Unit coordinated classes at Vandenberg Interagency, Don Biedebach, and Danny Rhynes training centers.  A combined total of 46 regional courses brought training to 1,374 students.  Numbers of courses and students were reduced from last year due to travel ceilings in the Forest Service and budget constraints with State and local fire departments.  Additional local level courses were held at these centers as well.

This season’s large fires offered good opportunities for on-the-job-training opportunities.  The minimal trainee deployment is reflected in the table below.

	Agency
	Command
	Operations
	Plans
	Logistics
	Finance
	Coord.
	Total

	USFS
	21
	253
	0
	4
	0
	0
	278

	BLM
	2
	10
	1
	1
	1
	0
	15

	BIA
	1
	11
	0
	1
	0
	0
	13

	NPS
	1
	16
	3
	2
	1
	0
	23

	FWS
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	STATE
	7
	30
	10
	22
	6
	0
	75

	Local 
	14
	42
	31
	36
	5
	0
	128

	DOD
	0
	1
	5
	2
	0
	0
	8

	Total
	46
	364
	50
	68
	13
	0
	541


The Station Fire provided positions for 362, but no record was kept with position summaries.  113 trainees were able to complete their taskbooks on that fire however.

FIRE WEATHER SUMMARY

Southern California
Precipitation across Central California and Southern California was well below normal in 2009.  This is the fourth dry year in a row.  Riverside received 5.02 inches of rainfall, when normally it receives 10.72 inches for the whole year.  Most of this rain fell in February and December.

The winter of 2009 was dominated by warm and dry conditions, as a strong ridge of high pressure sat over California.  The main exception to the dry conditions occurred from February 5th – February 17th.  During this time, cold Pacific troughs moved inland over California from the Gulf of Alaska bringing periods of rain and snow.  Riverside received 2.88 inches of rainfall during this period.  For the rest of the winter, there were only brief periods of light rain from time to time mainly over Central California.  The amount of offshore wind events were well below normal this winter.  There were three offshore wind events in January and no offshore wind events in February and March.

In the spring, the ridge of high pressure over California remained the dominant weather feature.  Warm temperatures and dry conditions continued for the most part.  Weak troughs, from time to time, continued to bring brief periods of light rain mainly to Central California.  Southeast flow aloft around weak areas of low pressure brought isolated to scattered thunderstorms to the Sierras and to the deserts most days from May 18th through the end of June, however most locations received only light amounts of rainfall with this thunderstorm activity.  Winds were mainly westerly with no strong offshore wind events.

The summer of 2009 continued to have above normal temperatures and light onshore winds.  The ridge of high pressure that usually sits over the Desert Southwest in the summer was located further east over the Plains States.  This eastern shift in the ridge of high pressure caused fewer and shorter intrusions of monsoonal moisture into the mountains and deserts of Southern California and the Sierras.

In the fall, the strong ridge of high pressure continued to dominate the region in October and November with above normal temperatures and low humidity.  However, in the middle of October, the ridge of high pressure broke down temporarily and allowed a strong area of low pressure to move inland over Central California.  This low pressure area brought heavy rain from Los Angeles County northward.  Except for this low pressure area, there was only a little rain across Central and Southern California through November.  There was one offshore wind event in October and two in November.  None of the three offshore wind events were strong.  The ridge was displaced to the south, and a series of Pacific troughs moved through California in December.  The troughs brought well above normal precipitation and well below normal temperatures.  Riverside received 1.87 inches of rainfall in December.  

Northern California

A weak La Nina pattern faded away early in 2009, and ocean temperatures reversed to produce an El Nino pattern of ‘high-end moderate’ strength by late autumn.

May to June saw below average foehn wind occurrence and duration, especially in the first half of June when south winds and generally very wet thunderstorms dominated.  From late May to mid June there was a tremendous amount of lightning, accompanied by thunderstorm moisture.
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July through early October produced a couple of drier-type lightning events, so lightning fires for middle to late fire season were actually near to below normal in number.  The late summer and fall also produced below-normal occurrence of strong and/or widespread foehn wind events.  A series of drier thunderstorms came between July 27th and August 3rd.  The apex of that event was in the afternoon and evening hours of August 1st, when over 2.000 lightning strikes, accompanied by only very light showers, started over 250 fires.  Significant lightning activity also occurred July 1st with around 500 strikes; August 5th with 800+ strikes, all west of Interstate 5; and September 11th-12th with about 900-1000 strikes ranging from the Bay Area up to the eastern third of the Northern Sierra Predictive Service Area.

In September, foehn winds of moderate or near-moderate strength occurred on the 20th-22nd and 29th-30th, and in October, foehn winds occurred in several Predictive Service Area’s on four to five days from October 1st-6th.   Foehn patterns were also in place on October 22nd and 24th-28th.  

FIRE SEASON HIGHLIGHTS BY UNIT
Angeles National Forest – There were 196 statistical fires that burned 163,430 acres within the direct protection area boundary and initial action zone.  Of these, the Station Fire was the forest’s largest ever and the largest fire to occur in Los Angeles County. 

Cleveland National Forest – The season was mild, and the first fire to get beyond ABC size occurred in September.  This year there were 8 lightning and 80 human-caused fires, burning only 594 acres.

El Dorado National Forest – The fire season started later than usual due to late season precipitation.  Overall the fire season was uneventful with only 6 lightning and 78 human caused fires that burned just 27 acres.

Inyo National Forest – 2009 was a fairly quiet year for the Inyo National Forest.  Of the 45 fires this year, 30 were lightning-caused and 14 human-caused.  Just 3,654 acres were burned this year.

Klamath National Forest – It was a moderate fire season with most lightning storms accompanied by precipitation this year. Of the 103 fires on the Klamath, 87 of those were lightning and 16 were human-caused.  Total acres burned were 4,424.

Lassen National Forest – Fire occurrence on the LNF began on January 18th, with an escaped warming fire and continued, with at least one fire in each month, until mid October when welcome rains ended the extended season.  There were 26 human-caused and 94 lightning-caused fires, burning 11,528 acres.  Most acreage was contained in August’s 11,269-acre Hat Creek Complex.

Los Padres National Forest – The Jesusita Fire in May brought an early start to the fire season, destroying 80 homes in the Santa Barbara front country.  The La Brea fire in the San Rafael Wilderness burnt 89,489 acres in August.  For the year there were 35 fires, all human-caused, destroying 101,907 acres in all.

Mendocino National Forest – Despite having a below average rainfall year and lower than average live and dead fuel moistures, the forest had only 28 statistical fires for a total of 311 acres this year.  Thirteen of the fires were lightning caused.

Modoc National Forest – The forest experienced a slower than normal fire season and a lot less intense fire behavior.  The Modoc had 63 wildfires, only 4 of which were human-caused.  The forest engaged one Type 2 team for four days on the Upper Complex.  The total acres burned this year was only 211.

Plumas National Forest – The forest had a moderate fire season with 55 lightning-caused and 45 human-caused fires.  There were 1,201 acres burned this year, with the season extending from April through September.

San Bernardino National Forest – The season was below normal in fire starts and acres burned.  There were 199 fires, 46 lightning and 153 human-caused, burning just 11,069 acres.  Forest fire resources were kept busy helping neighboring forests and cooperators.

Sequoia National Forest – 2009 was a relatively mild fire season with only 5,765 acres burned, well below average.  There were a total of 62 fires, of which 15 were lightning-caused. The 900-acre Shotgun Fire in the Golden Trout Wilderness was managed for resource benefit.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest – The forest experienced a below-average year in fire occurrence.  Just over two-thirds (111) of the season’s 164 fires were lightning-caused.  For the season, a total of 12,338 acres were blackened.

Sierra National Forest – The forest had an uncharacteristically slow fire season in 2009.  There were only 48 fires, 13 lightning-caused and 35 human-caused, for a total of only 28 acres burned.

Six Rivers National Forest – The season brought 92 wildland fires, 40 lightning and 52 human-caused, that burned a total of 4,246 acres.  The Backbone Fire grew to consume more than 1,600 acres on the forest, extending onto the SHF where it burned an additional 3,400 acres. 

Stanislaus National Forest – The Forest experienced a well below normal number of fires, with only 44 reportable fires for 6,375 acres.  There were 10 lightning-caused and 34 human-caused fires.  None went beyond the ABC size class this season.

Tahoe National Forest – The forest had had an extremely slow fire year with 89 fires for a total of 55 acres.  The season extended from June through mid-November.  There were 47 lightning and 42 human-caused fires.

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit – Fire occurrence was average while acreage was low. There were 58 fires but only 8 acres burned.  Of particular note is that only one fire was caused by lightning.

Region 5 Smokejumpers

The California Smokejumpers had a slightly below average season in 2009.  The first fire jump of the year was on April 22nd and the last fire jump of the year was on October 7th.  Between these two dates, smokejumpers parachuted to 62 fires, for a total of 341 fire jumps within California (10 year average is 365).  Smokejumpers contributed heavily to the Region’s initial attack success by utilizing high-speed, fixed-wing aircraft, to  deliver firefighters throughout the state.

SIGNIFICANT PRESCRIBED FIRE ACCOMPLISHMENTS BY UNIT

Angeles National Forest – The Angeles did not accomplish any significant prescribed fire projects.  General weather patterns and low fuel moistures hampered ability to treat fuels.

Cleveland National Forest – The priorities were dead tree removal and hazardous fuels reduction in support of protecting communities in the urban interface.  Pile burning, fuel break maintenance, plantation thinning, site preparation, broadcast burning, and mastication were used to treat vegetation.  The forest treated a total of 3,701 acres.

El Dorado National Forest – Prescribed burning of 2,000 acres of understory and 3,570 acres of hand and machine piles totaled 5,570 acres treated for the year.

Inyo National Forest – The forest treated 4,869 acres with seven prescribed fire projects totaling 2300 acres and approximately fifteen hand and mechanical fuels reduction projects totaling 2569 acres.

Klamath National Forest – Total fuels reduction was 21,939 acres.  Primary hazardous fuels reduction acres, was 11,675.  Secondary fuels reduction acres was 10,264, accomplishing 63% within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).  Although most acres were mechanical, just less than 3,000 acres were prescribed burning.

Lassen National Forest – LNF fuels treatments accomplished a total of 18,400 acres for all fuel treatment methods, under burn, piles, mastication, hand thinning and a variety of other methods.

Los Padres National Forest – Prescribed burn of over 5,800 acres in the Brookshire Unit in January was completed.  Mastication work continued around communities on the Mount Pinos Ranger District and the Ojai Ranger District with over 2,400 acres of fuel breaks maintained or constructed.

Mendocino National Forest – The Forest accomplished 2,400 acres of Wildland Urban Interface, hazardous fuels, wildlife enhancement, shaded fuel breaks and glade enhancement burning. This was accomplished with a combination of pile, understory and ping pong burning. 

Modoc National Forest – Modoc had a active spring and fall Rx season with 25 completed Rx burns for a total of 15,036 acres.

Plumas National Forest – The forest fuels department accomplished 3,805 acres of prescribed burning this year.

San Bernardino National Forest – The forest accomplished 4,522 acres of fuels treatment.  Treatments included, pile burning 204 acres, chipping 835 acres, mastication 272 acres, biomass removal (dead and green trees) 1,146 acres, hand piling small diameter material and brush 40 acres, and pruning and thinning 40 acres.

Sequoia National Forest – In 2009 the Sequoia Forest accomplished 5,360 acres of hazardous fuels treatment.  4,500 acres were located in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).  Treatments included a combination of prescribed fire and mechanical methods.  The forest partnered again with the Tulare Unit of CalFire to complete chipping of brush and hazardous fuels within the communities of Camp Nelson, Camp Wishon and Ponderosa. 

Shasta-Trinity National Forest – The forest accomplished a total of 2,750 acres in the hazards fuels and brush disposal prescribed fire program. 

Sierra National Forest – Prescribed burning on the forest consisted of 1,553 acres of underburning.  579 acres of hazard reduction pile burning and mastication were also accomplished.

Six Rivers National Forest – 12,160 acres of hazardous fuels were treated in 2009.  Of this amount, 9,679 acres were mechanically treated and 698 acres of prescribed burning.  9,484 acres were in the urban interface areas.

Tahoe National Forest – The Tahoe National Forest accomplished about 3657 acres of Prescribed Burns.  About ½ being underburning and the other half being hand and machine piles.

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit – 1,424 acres of prescribed fire (hazard reduction) were accomplished in calendar year 2009 and 600 acres of underburn preparation were completed.

IMPROVEMENT IN COST EFFECTIVENESS BY UNIT

Angeles National Forest – The Angeles National Forest continues to support our three cooperative fire stations this year.  One is with the County of San Bernardino Fire Department and the other two with County of Los Angeles Fire Department.  All three stations are working out with the agreements in place. 

Cleveland National Forest – Five cost sharing stations are used by the forest--two with Orange County Fire Department, one with Camp Pendleton Marine Base, and two with CDF Riverside Ranger Unit.  El Cariso Station is also shared with Riverside County volunteers.  The forest ECC continues to co-locate with the CDF Monte Vista Ranger Unit ECC.  The CNF dispatch center has also signed an agreement with Fish and Wildlife and Sycuan Indian Reservation (BIA) to dispatch their resources. 

El Dorado National Forest – The forest ECC continues to operate jointly with CDF Amador-El Dorado dispatch.  Three fire stations are operated jointly as well, one with CDF, one with El Dorado County, and one with the City of Georgetown.

Inyo National Forest – The Owens Valley Interagency Communications Center (OVICC) provides dispatching services to the USFS and BLM.
Klamath National Forest – We continue to share CalFire’s dispatch office and training room, and we continue utilizing the county airport for our re-load base and two helitack bases, at significant cost savings.

Lassen National Forest – The Lassen participates in a full Interagency dispatch center with the California Department of Forestry, NorCal Bureau of Land Management and Lassen Volcanic National Park.   Lassen dispatchers participate in dispatching the full range of all risk incidents for the four, wildland protection agencies, 21 rural fire departments and 3 ambulance companies.

Los Padres National Forest – Through the cooperative agreement with Vandenberg Air Force Base, the forest was able to acquire critically needed safety equipment.  The forest received over $500,000 in new and one year old Self Contained Breathing Apparatus at no cost.

Mendocino National Forest – The Forest received money from the Resource Advisory Community (RAC) from different counties to accomplish Hazardous Fuels Reduction.  Forest employees attended fire classes offered by local government to save on travel cost.

Modoc National Forest – The ECC also serves Lava Beds National Monument and Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges.  Fire crew schedules were adjusted to meet needs with respect to weather and fuel trends.

Plumas National Forest – PNFC cycled ten initial attack and aircraft dispatchers through the center this fire season.

San Bernardino National Forest – The Federal Interagency Communication Center continues to provide multi-agency dispatch service to USFS, BLM, and NPS.  The forest has co-located three engines in CDF stations - two with Riverside Ranger Unit and one with San Bernardino Ranger Unit.  The Danny Rhynes Training Center located in the Supervisor’s Office provides training on an interagency basis.

Sequoia National Forest – The Porterville airbase shares facilities with CDF.  The Porterville ECC is a cooperative dispatch center with the BLM Bakersfield District, and the Tule Indian Reservation Fire Department.  The Tule reservation provides the ECC facility at no cost to the forest in return for cost-free dispatch services.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest – The Redding Air Tanker Base (RAAB), Redding Interagency Communication Center (RICC), and Big Bend Fire Station, continue to share facilities with our state cooperator California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) and are successful examples of cost effective programs.

Sierra National Forest – The Sierra continues to have cost effective partnerships with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife-dispatching services, prescribed fire sharing resources, suppression engine strike teams, and Mariposa Co. Fire Service-joint engine stations (Midpines) and Heavy helitanker base/engine station (Mariposa airport). 

Six Rivers National Forest – The forest shares the Hoopa Tribal training facilities and an ECC facility with the CDF Humboldt-Del Norte Ranger Unit.  Basic 32 Fire Training was put on through College of the Redwoods.  An interagency fire station was established by moving a forest engine to a CalFire station.  The forest collaborates with local fire safe councils, implementing community hazardous fuels reduction projects.

Stanislaus National Forest – The Forest was able to implement a number of fuels reduction projects this year due to the conversion of our part time firefighters to a full time workforce. Several projects were completed utilizing our workforce account and the projects did not have to be contracted to potentially higher cost vendors.  

Tahoe National Forest – The forest ECC is co-located with CDF Nevada Yuba Placer Ranger Unit.

Tahoe Basin Management Unit – Dispatch services are provided through the Camino dispatch center, located on the Eldorado National Forest.  Camino is an interagency dispatch center.

NOTEWORTHY INSTANCES OF COOPERATION BY UNIT

Angeles National Forest – The forest maintains cooperative agreements with all fire agencies adjacent to the forest as well as several departments within the San Gabriel Valley.  The Angeles ECC provides fire and law enforcement dispatching service to the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.

Cleveland National Forest – The forest has local agreements with many fire agencies in and around the forest boundary.  

El Dorado National Forest – Dispatch and fire cache support continues to be provided to the Lake Tahoe Basin.  The ENF is active in the Eldorado and Amador County Chiefs Associations and Eldorado County Training and Prevention Committees.  ENF personnel regularly participated in interagency training and drills.

Inyo National Forest – The OVICC works under cooperative agreements with Edwards Air Force Base, Inyo and Mono County Sheriffs Departments, CalFire, California Air Resources Board, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, BLM, U.S.G.S. and eleven local volunteer fire departments.

Klamath National Forest – The Klamath National Forest and the CalFire Siskiyou Unit continue to operate very closely within the Yreka Interagency Command Center utilizing each other’s resources when possible, cross training, and seamless dispatching between agencies.  We utilize the College of the Siskiyou’s for wildland fire training and combine agency overhead on local cadres.

Lassen National Forest – LNF continues to cooperate with BLM, CalFire, local fire departments and local communities in preparing for fire safe communities, educating the public in fire safety and wildfire preparedness. LNF also cooperates with its partners in training and education to provide a safe and effective fire suppression organization.

Los Padres National Forest – In cooperation with Fort Hunter Liggett both fire engine driving school for off road and fire school are held on their lands.  These classes, up to two weeks at a time, allow cross training with our cooperators including fire investigators from other agencies.  We currently have 2 fire engine crews co-located with cooperators.  

Mendocino National Forest – The ECC is the ordering point for off-unit assignments of crews provided by Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, and Saipan.  Mendocino has an agreement with Fish and Wildlife Service to use their facilities for an organized crew cache for minor building maintenance.

Modoc National Forest – Modoc actively participates in the Modoc County Fire Chiefs Association.  The forest and the Transmission Agency of Northern California cooperatively fund a Type 3 engine within the 500KV power line zone-of-influence.

Plumas National Forest – Plumas and Butte CalFire Unit shared resources on DPA boundary incidents.

San Bernardino National Forest – The forest is in a partnership with the San Bernardino National Forest Association, which voluntarily staffs seven previously closed lookout towers. The forest has agreements with 21 fire agencies in and around the forest boundary.  The forest coordinates initial attack responses, sending the closest, most appropriate resources to incidents, regardless of jurisdictional responsibilities or boundaries, so there is no billing between agencies for those resources.

Sequoia National Forest – The forest provided expertise to the Fish and Wildlife Service for a planned RX burn in the Blue Ridge Area and worked collaboratively with the Sequoia Fire Safe Council, the Alder Creek Fire Safe Council, and the Upper Tule Fire Safe Council on several projects and attended meetings throughout the year.

Shasta-Trinity National Forest – The forest participates in Shasta, Siskiyou, and Trinity County Fire Chief Associations and county-wide Fire Safe Council’s and Resource Advisory Committees, as well as pre-season operation meetings with Tehama-Glen, Shasta-Trinity, and Siskiyou Cal Fire Units.

Sierra National Forest – Engine crews have cross-trained with both CDF units bordering the forest.  A new cooperative fire protection agreement was drawn up with Mariposa County allowing better and more efficient sharing of resources for fire protection, prescribed burning, and participation in local overhead team participation.

Six Rivers National Forest – Worked with local tribes and Native American basket weavers to identify and maintain areas of beargrass and willow through prescribed fire.  Joint hazardous fuels reduction projects are carried out between the forest CCC, Hoopa Valley Tribe, and local CDF/CDC hand crews are used on the projects.

Stanislaus National Forest – The Stanislaus National Forest and the Eldorado National Forest completed a memorandum of understanding for the 2009 fire season.  The agreement is designed to provide improved initial attack and fire prevention by fire resources from the Eldorado NF on Stanislaus NF managed lands south, along the Mokelumne River.  The agreement clarifies dispatch center responsibilities and leads to a more efficient initial attack response

Tahoe National Forest – The forest has agreements with Nevada County Consolidated Fire Department and Truckee Meadows Community College in Reno to provide fire training.

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit – TMU maintains operating plans and mutual aid agreements with nine fire departments within Lake Tahoe Basin.  TMU continues to be a member of Sierra Front Wildfire Cooperators, and Tahoe Regional Fire Chiefs Association.  

V.
PERSONNEL EMPLOYED ON FIRE CONTROL ACTIVITIES      (FS-5100-8)

	USDA-Forest Service
	   UNIT / FOREST

CA – R05

	PERSONNEL EMPLOYED ON WILDFIRE   
	

	PRESUPPRESSION AND SUPPRESSION ACTIVITIES
	CALENDAR YEAR

	
	2009

	INSTRUCTIONS:  
	1.
Data for items 1a, 1b, and 2b should be taken from planning and budget records in the Supervisor's Office.

2.
Items 1c, 1d, 2b, and 2c may be obtained from actual records in the S.O. or from the Ranger District.  If obtained from the Ranger having intimate knowledge on use of his personnel, these items may be estimated.  Complete accuracy is not required.

3.
Item 3 may be estimated where large numbers of casuals are employed.  Since each reemployment counts as a new employment, sufficient accuracy can be obtained by sample counts and measurement of time slips.

	ITEM
	
	NUMBER

	NO.
	ITEM
	SUB-TOTAL
	TOTAL

	1.
	Regular appointed personnel

a.  Full-time fire management (20 pay periods or more)
	2,159
	//////////////////////////////////////

	
	b.  Part-time fire management
	4,880
	////////////////////////////////////

	
	c.  Others used on presuppression sometime during year
	118
	//////////////////////////////////////

	
	d.  Others used on suppression (exclude those reported under a, b, or c)
	433
	////////////////////////////////////

	
	e.  Total (a + b + c + d)
	//////////////////////////////////
	7,590

	2. 
	Seasonal or short-term personnel

a.  Regular fire control (crews, firefighters, patrol, lookouts,  etc.)
	1,444
	////////////////////////////////////

	
	b.  Others (BD, KV, BR, R&T, etc.) who spent time on fire control work
	132
	////////////////////////////////////

	
	c.  Emergency firefighters (exclude those reported under a or b)
	993
	//////////////////////////////////////////////

	
	d.  Total (a + b + c)
	//////////////////////////////////
	2,569

	3.
	Total number of casuals employed on fire suppression

(Each reemployment counts as an employment)
	//////////////////////////////////
	1,917

	4.
	Number of casuals (included in Item 3) employed for first time

(Ranger's estimate is adequate)
	309
	////////////////////////////////////

	5.
	GRAND TOTAL (1e + 2d + 3)
	//////////////////////////////////
	12,076

	REMARKS (if necessary)
	

	

	SUBMITTED BY (Signature)
	TITLE

	/s/  Bruce D. Risher
	Intelligence Coordinator

	Previous edition is obsolete.
	FS-5100-8 (10/85)


VI.
LAND OWNERSHIP PROTECTION REPORT (FS-5100-9)

	Pacific Southwest Region 2009

	Land Ownership Protection Report

	
	Inside USFS Protection Boundaries - Protected by USFS
	National Forest

Land Protected

by Others

	Forest
	State and Private

Lands
	Other Federal

Lands
	National Forest

Lands
	Total
	

	ANF
	38,381
	0
	648,256
	686,637
	601

	CNF
	95,267
	26,965
	403,551
	525,783
	17,004

	ENF
	206,204
	0
	560,367
	766,571
	24,746

	INF
	*     41,169
	*   750,798
	     *   2,038,732
	2,789,530
	0

	KNF
	**   336,437
	6,591
	**   1,651,506
	1,994,534
	68,702

	LNF
	273,367
	2,643
	933,157
	1,209,167
	208,334

	LPF
	208,651
	240
	1,760,982
	1,969,873
	15,283

	MNF
	190,545
	236
	871,161
	1,061,942
	11,204

	MDF
	242,038
	30,055
	1,531,353
	1,803,446
	103,903

	PNF
	368,265
	13,551
	1,120,046
	1,501,862
	48,806

	BDF
	155,400
	1,950
	655,137
	812,487
	2,097

	SQF
	29,819
	55,380
	1,126,250
	1,181,667
	13,204

	SHF
	570,859
	189
	914,177
	1,485,225
	106,829

	TRINITY
	149,504
	24,213
	1,026,290
	1,200,007
	29,319

	SNF
	92,744
	1,104
	1,260,755
	1,354,603
	20,046

	SRF
	132,996
	568
	1,115,137
	1,248,701
	48,716

	STF
	91,157
	4,642
	813,946
	909,745
	76,482

	TNF
	441,360
	9,230
	768,668
	1,219,258
	19,671

	TMU
	44,825
	0   
	***   153,502
	198,327
	0

	TOTAL
	3,708,988 
	928,355 
	19,352,973 
	23,919,365        
	814,947 

	

	INF   *
	Includes 1,635 acres of S&P lands and 63,939 acres of USFS lands in Nevada, 798 acres of National Park Service Lands, and 750,000 acres of BLM lands managed by the interagency fire program.

	KNF  **
	Includes 6,128 acres of S&P lands and 26,334 acres of USFS lands in Oregon.

	TMU  ***
	Includes 34,799 acres of USFS lands in Nevada.


VII.
SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FROM INDIVIDUAL FIRE REPORTS (FS-5100-C)
	Pacific Southwest Region

	Report - FS-5100-C

	1/1/2009 - 12/31/2009

	Fires By Size Class    
	Lightning Fires
	Lightning Acres
	Human         Fires
	Human Acres
	Total       Fires
	Total               Acres Burned

	A     (.25 or less acres)
	484
	64
	707
	140
	1,191
	204

	B     (.26-9.9 acres)
	140
	184
	195
	395
	335
	579

	C     (10-99.9 acres)
	16
	714
	27
	841
	43
	1,555

	D     (100-299.9 acres)
	5
	964
	11
	2,030
	16
	2,994

	E     (300-999.9 acres)
	1
	900
	8
	3,465
	9
	4,365

	F     (1000-4999.9 acres)
	7
	15,977
	5
	11,231
	12
	27,208

	G     (5000 or more acres)
	2
	16,279
	5
	273,984
	7
	290,263

	TOTALS
	655
	35,082
	958
	292,086
	1,613
	327,168

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fires By Statistical Cause
	USFS         Acres Burned
	Other                  Acres Burned
	 
	 
	Total       Fires
	Total               Acres Burned

	LIGHTNING
	32,160
	2,922
	 
	 
	655
	35,082

	EQUIPMENT USE
	5,967
	7,447
	 
	 
	181
	13,414

	SMOKING
	12
	9
	 
	 
	24
	21

	CAMPFIRE
	481
	103
	 
	 
	253
	584

	DEBRIS BURNING
	586
	22
	 
	 
	69
	608

	RAILROAD
	1
	3
	 
	 
	4
	4

	ARSON
	158,506
	6,800
	 
	 
	78
	165,306

	CHILDREN
	6
	7
	 
	 
	17
	13

	MISCELLANEOUS
	107,475
	4,661
	 
	 
	332
	112,136

	TOTALS
	305,194
	21,974
	 
	 
	1,613
	327,168
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