
Siege Summary Part III cont’d
The Fire Fight Continues: July 20

The Mill Fire (Soda Complex) in the Sanhedrin Wilderness Area crossed protection boundaries. A Unified Command was established between the Mendocino National Forest and the Mendocino Unit of CAL FIRE.  
A south-southeast wind on the Bear Wallow Complex, pushed the Caribou Fire north, with spotting up to ¼ mile. One spot fire burned 30 acres.

Mandatory evacuation orders were lifted in the area affected by the Motion Fire (Shasta Complex). 
A main concern on the Lime Complex was road closures and construction activities on Hyampom Road as firefighters were conducting burnout operations. 

The Cub fire was contained at 19,718 acres.

Additional Lightning: Monday July 21 – July 24
On Monday, scattered thunderstorms were predicted for Northern California and eastern Oregon with drier air behind the storms. Regional Chief Officer’s deployed additional heavy helicopters in the northeastern part of the state in preparation for new fires. By afternoon many fire complexes in Northern California were extremely active, with the convection columns from the Lime Complex fires clearly visible from Redding. Additional resources to meet anticipated needs were coming available as several of the complexes were nearing full containment.
By Wednesday, July 23 many of the large fires reported active burning conditions with continued threats to communities. The Basin Complex near Big Sur experienced active fire behavior with backing, upslope runs and isolated torching.  Voluntary evacuations and road closures remained in effect.  The Basin Complex had burned 142,617 acres with 72% containment. Of the 4 active fires within the Iron and Alps Complexes (SHF), the Cedar Fire was once again threatening structures in the communities of Del Loma and Big Bar and mandatory evacuation orders were in effect for communities along the Highway 299 corridor. The communities along the Trinity River corridor were threatened and evacuated numerous times beginning June 25th and several times in July by various fires within the Iron Complex.  Low visibility, due to smoke, was limiting the use of aircraft. The Iron and Alps Complexes had burned 68,292 and was 62% contained.  The Lime Complex also on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest had 10 uncontained fires in heavy fuels and rugged.  Progress was expected to remain slow.  This complex was 65% contained at 130,936 acres.  

Of 174 new fire starts that occurred throughout California during this period (July 21 – July 24) only one, the Panther Fire, escaped initial attack. Located 15 miles south of Happy Camp, it was started by lightning on July 24 at 3:00 a.m. and burned in steep terrain and heavy timber. Fire fighting resources from the Siskiyou Complex provided an initial attack response. By afternoon it had burned more than 100 acres and 16% contained. This new fire on the Klamath National Forest would take the life of one firefighter. 

Addressing firefighter safety and fatigue remained the highest priority for regional fire chiefs as they developed strategies to rotate and rest fire personnel. Many engine, crew strike teams, and overhead personnel had been assigned to the siege for more than a month; some firefighters had been away from home for more than 50 days. (sidebar of work/rest guidelines)
As part of the California National Guard’s response to the Governor’s order for an additional 2,000 National Guard personnel to boost firefighting forces, 240 members of Taskforce Shovel were assigned to assist with mop-up and patrol of the Ironside, Ziegler, and Denny Fires on the Iron/Alps Complexes in Shasta Trinity National Forest. 
Firefighter Fatality: Friday, July 25, 2008
On July 25, 2008 Andrew Jackson Palmer, 18, a firefighter at Olympic National Park in Washington, was fatally injured when he was struck by a falling tree. Palmer’s engine crew was assigned to the Iron Complex (SHF) as a falling team to remove hazard trees along the fireline ahead of mop-up crews.  
The Telegraph Fire, a human-caused fire, started today in Mariposa County.

Shasta Lightning Complex was contained at 86,500 acres. The Piute Fire was contained at 37,026 acres.

A 2nd Firefighter Fatality: Saturday, July 26, 2008
Today the Panther Fire took the life of Daniel Packer, Chief of East Pierce County Fire and Rescue in Lake Tapps, Washington.  Packer, while scouting fireline locations as a Division Supervisor, deployed his fire shelter when fire activity increased and succumbed to fatal injuries from burns and smoke inhalation. 
The Panther Fire doubled in size as it continued to spread. It moved into a snag patch from a fire originating during the 1987 lightning siege.  The standing dead trees greatly increased the transport of embers raising the potential for spot fires. 
The Soda Complex was contained at 8,652 acres.

Another two hundred member task force of the California National Guard (Task Force Bucket) and their instructors arrived on the Breakneck Fire in the Butte Complex for two days additional training after having completed wildland firefighting classroom training at McClellan Field in Sacramento. 
Progress in the Fire Fight: Sunday, July 27 – August 4
As containment increased on remaining siege fires, requests for additional resources were diminishing. This prompted the reduction of the California Preparedness Level to 4, shifting CALMAC to an information-only role. CALMAC directed NORCAL and SOCAL MACs to collaborate on priority setting and forward the information directly NMAC.  
The Basin Fire on the Los Padres National Forest was contained on July 27th at 162,818 acres. Resources were beginning to be released and redeployed to other fires.

The Telegraph Fire (a non-siege fire) located near Yosemite National Park in Mariposa County, became the number one priority fire. It had grown to more than 26,000 acres and destroyed thirty seven structures.  
Panther Fire continued to double in size daily.
Hyampom Road was closed by a rock slide for a few days hampering fire suppression forces access and logistical support to the Miners Fire (Lime Complex).  The fire spotted across Little Creek and burned up to the indirect containment line above the community of Hayfork. 
On July 28, the Canyon Complex (PNF) experienced a 30-acre slopover in a streambed on the Little Fire. This complex of six fires had now burned 37,753 acres and was 90% contained. The last 10% would be difficult to achieve, with the active fire lodged in steep, rugged terrain that was nearly inaccessible.

The Gap Fire was contained at 9,443 acres. 
Hell’s Half Complex was contained at 15,146 acres.

On Tuesday, July 29,  the Rich Fire (non-siege fire) was reported around 3:00 p.m. along Highway 70 on Plumas National Forest. It was already 80 acres upon arrival of the first units and burning with a rapid rate of spread. Evacuations were ordered immediately for many residents along Rush Creek Road. Highway 70 and UPPR rail line was closed again. The extreme fire behavior continued through the night, with the fire reaching a size of more than 2,400 acres by morning.
The fires in the Yolla Bolly Complex (MNF) continued to burn actively in the remote wilderness area. Due to the rugged terrain and long travel times, most crews were spiked out in remote camps, making logistics and communications difficult. Progress was slow.

The Butte Complex was fully contained at 64,955 acres.
On Wednesday, July 30, 2008, more than 200 California National Guard were deployed to the Telegraph Fire. Task Force Bucket is the fourth wave in support of “Operation Lightning Strike”, the military term used for the siege fires.
The American River Complex was contained at 20,541 acres.

From Thursday, July 31st, through Monday, August 4th, the uncontained siege fires continued to burn actively. Favorable weather conditions allowed significant progress by resources now available from contained fires. Several complexes were more than 85% contained.
	Siege Complex
	Acres
	Percent Contained

	Bear-Wallow
	12,567
	19

	Blue 2
	6,955
	62

	Canyon
	37,357
	93

	Iron/Alps
	84,788
	87

	Lime
	63,192
	95

	Siskiyou
	57,890
	60

	Ukonom
	42,785
	66

	Yolla-Bolly
	78,548
	60


The fires with less than 70% containment were located in rugged, remote areas including the Panther Fire, 8% contained at 9,806 acres. Resources would remain assigned as these fires were expected to burn until sufficient rainfall occurs in the Fall.   

The Rich Fire, at 6,517 acres and 50% containment, continued to threaten communities and evacuations were in effect.  
Today the Craig Fire, started twelve miles east of Oroville in Butte County and burned more than 1,000 acres and destroyed one residence the first day. A heavily augmented suppression force had achieved 30% containment of this fire by morning.

Final Tragedy of Siege: Tuesday, August 5, 2008:
In anticipation of predicted thunderstorms, many fire fighters were pulled off the line for safety. Crews that were spiked out in the rugged Trinity Alps Wilderness were being shuttled off the line by helicopters.
At approximately 7:45 p.m., a contract helicopter, ferrying firefighters from a helispot on the Buckhorn Fire in the Iron/Alps Complex struck a tree and crashed, killing nine occupants.  Aboard the helicopter were a pilot, copilot, FS pilot-inspector, and nine contract firefighters from Grayback Forestry of Medford, OR. The surviving copilot and three firefighters were hospitalized with moderate to severe injuries. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating the accident.
The multiple tragedies during siege were a devastating blow to the fire fighting community.  However wildfires continued to burn.  August 5th - 6th brought an additional 1,200 lightning strikes to Northern California, the firefighters attacked new and ongoing fires with even greater resolve.  
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