Siege Summary Part II: Tuesday, July 1
Status

By July 1st, the 2008 June Fire Siege is fully underway. The 1,754 fires defining the siege are identified and the vast majority are already contained by the relentless work of firefighters from California and throughout the nation.  State, local and federal firefighters continue to battle more than 75 uncontained large fires from Kern County, north to the Oregon border.  While some fires are immediately threatening communities, others are in areas so remote and rugged that they will burn until the arrival of fall rains.  Nationally there are 337 new fires and a total of 95 uncontained large fires taxing scarce suppression resources and requiring fire managers to constantly reassess priorities. Fires were actively burning in the hot, extremely dry weather.  A few of the fires within the complexes remained unstaffed due to limited resources. 
Today Governor Schwarzenegger visits the Shasta Complex and the Forest Service Chief’s principal representative visits North Zone. Military assistance continues to increase in the form of helicopters and air tankers. The Governor orders 200 California National Guard soldiers to be trained and deployed to fight wildland fires. Their training begins this week for deployment on the fire lines early next week. Today the Governor proclaimed a state of emergency in Mariposa County, bringing the total to ten counties (Plumas, Butte, Kern, Mendocino, Monterey, Plumas, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity).   
This section provides a detailed description of a single day to illustrate the scope and complexity of the siege. The fires are presented in the priority order determined by CAL MAC with input from the NORCAL and SOCAL MAC groups. (Today, FEMA also joined the CALMAC group).  Priorities continue to emphasize the protection of life, property, critical infrastructure and natural/cultural resources. 
Statistics

Fires: 1,459 

Acres: 435,894 

Personnel Committed: 18,457 

Resources Committed: 
Engines: 1,399 

Crews: 488 

Dozers: 335 

Water Tenders: 410 

Helicopters: 100 

Highway closures
State highways and local roads are closed throughout California due to wildfire activities. Closures are in place for State Highways 1 near Big Sur, 32 between Chico and Chester, and 70 in the Feather River Canyon with delays on Hwy 299 along the Trinity River. Numerous county and local roads are closed as well. 

Evacuations 
Areas of Monterey and Shasta counties are under evacuation orders. Precautionary evacuation orders are in place for areas in Butte, Kern, Mendocino, Monterey and Shasta counties. 

Structures
Threatened: 8,076 residences, 165 commercial, 3,045 outbuildings.                    Destroyed: 31 residences, 1 commercial, 28 outbuildings. 
Weather Forecast

Northern Predictive Services: Another weak disturbance is crossing Northern California from SW to NE. It will bring mid and high level clouds which will be thickest over the northwestern half of the area. The marine layer has deepened to 2000-2500'.  The biggest concern is the SW gradient winds ahead of the trough. Record high Energy Release Components and record low 1,000- hour fuel moisture levels are reached in three Northern California planning areas.
Southern Predictive Services: A ridge of high pressure over the southwestern states will maintain temperatures a little above normal over most of the region. Morning low clouds and fog will move into coastal areas. Humidity will remain very low above the marine layer.  
Activity by Complex
Butte Complex (CAL FIRE’s Butte Unit): Of the 36 fires in this 17,000 acre complex, 11 were already contained and 12 had merged with other fires, leaving 13 active fires. Some of the fires in the Canyon Complex on the neighboring Plumas National Forest were burning areas where they could potentially influence or join fires in this complex. The two incident management teams had to closely coordinate firefighting efforts with each other and with the team managing the nearby Cub Fire on the Lassen National Forest. The Butte and Canyon complexes threatened major electrical transmission lines in the Feather River Project, and the communities of Magalia, Coutolenc, Butte Meadows, Jonesville, and Jarbo Gap remained threatened. Successful firing operations had been carried out last night on the Breakneck Fire. The Camp Fire joined with other fires and grew to 5,900 acres. The complex still was still not able to take effective perimeter control actions on all of the fires due to the unavailability of additional engines, crews, dozers, and overhead. During the day, the Butte Complex grew by 1,000 acres and was 30% contained.
Shasta Complex (CAL FIRE’s Shasta-Trinity Unit): Of the 158 original fires in this 51,000 acre complex, an impressive 108 fires had been contained and 43 had merged with adjacent fires, leaving 5 active fires. Several of these fires were burning heavy fuels, in remote areas with difficult access, west of Redding. The fires near Lake Shasta continued to threaten the major electrical power lines of the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA), which are significant sources of electricity for all of California and contribute to the Western Power Grid. The three fires of primary concern were: Motion fire (16,700 acres and 25% contained), the Deerlick Fire, (16,800 acres and 10% contained), and the Moon Fire (18,500 acres and 15% contained). Fires in the nearby Whiskeytown Complex and the Lime Complex to the west maintained the potential to influence or merge with these fires.  Again the various management teams had to closely coordinate their plans and actions. During the day, the Shasta Complex grew by about 2,500 acres and was 20% contained.  Governor Schwarzenegger visited the Shasta Complex today.
Whiskeytown Complex (Whiskeytown National Recreation Area): The four fires in this complex had gradually grown to about 4,800 acres and were 30% contained. The fires threatened the WAPA power lines and critical radio, TV, and fire and law enforcement repeater sites on Shasta Bolly. During the day, control lines held, and the Park Service Incident Management Team developed a plan with CALFIRE on how to cooperate in containing the SE and SW flanks. Estimates of the acreage burned in this complex decreased as the smoke lifted enough to allow more accurate mapping of the fires.

Indians Fire  (Los Padres National Forest): Eighteen miles west of King City, the Indians Fire has grown by 20,533 acres (to 81,378 acres) as the result of a successful, large, burnout operation. The firelines held in place today and containment stands at 95%. Some crews are being released for redeployment to other fires.

Basin Complex (Los Padres National Forest): Five miles southeast of Big Sur, the Basin Complex burned very actively today in timber, brush, and slash.  This complex added 12,079 acres today, bringing the total area burned to 51,985 with only 3% containment. Evacuation orders are in effect for the community of Big Sur and Highway 1 is closed.

Oliver Fire (CAL FIRE’s Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit): The Oliver Fire continued to hold inside the indirect lines, with containment growing to 75% today. Full containment of this 2,789 acre fire was predicted for July 5th, and many resources were being released today for redeployment to other fires.

Lime Complex (Shasta-Trinity National Forest): The 35,766 acre Lime Complex in the Hyampom area of Trinity County originally included 70 fires, 30 of which have been contained. Many of these fires are burning in steep, remote areas with limited access, presenting a significant challenge. Highway 3 and Highway 36 continue to be affected, disrupting transportation in Trinity County. During this day, these fires grew by only 321 acres, but continued to move into more difficult terrain.

Iron Complex (Shasta-Trinity National Forests): The Iron Complex fires are scattered from south of Hayfork to the Trinity River Canyon and Highway 299 corridor presenting a serious challenge. The main fires of concern in this complex include the Eagle Fire, with several miles of open line on the south side of the Trinity River, the Ziegler Fire threatening the communities of Hawkins Bar and Trinity Village, the Ironside Fire, abutting Highway 299 and necessitating frequent closures, and the Cedar Fire. Today a bulldozer rolled over on this complex resulting in arm and shoulder injuries to the operator. Ten fires in the Iron Complex have been contained, but five fires remain active. During the day these fires grew by 1,061 acres to total of 19,178 acres and 25% containment. 
Mendocino Complex (CAL FIRE’s Mendocino Unit): The 37,800 acre Mendocino Complex originally included 129 lightning fires.  Forty fires are currently active, 14 of which are unstaffed due to competition for fire suppression resources. This complex is now 40% contained. Fires are spread over a large area and organized into six organizational branches.  Multiple base camps are established and supported by a distribution center at the Ukiah fairgrounds.  Large stands of valuable commercial timber, including coast redwood forests, were impacted.  Mendocino Redwood Company took independent action on 15,500 acres within their ownership.  Several fires continue to threaten Highway 1, the main north-south artery along the Pacific Coast.  A strong marine influence with cool weather helped to keep the fires from spreading much today with fires in heavy fuel concentrations actively burning. 
Piute Fire (Unified Command between the Sequoia National Forest and Kern County Fire Department): The 11,514 acre Piute Fire is located 17 miles northeast of Caliente. Extreme fire behavior with high rates of spread, torching and spotting result in an additional 4,474 acres burned today. Several small, mountain communities remained threatened and evacuations have been implemented. The fire now stands at 11% containment.

North Mountain Fire (Stanislaus National Forest): The North Mountain Fire is located seven miles northeast of Groveland.  The fire continues to back and creep, but the acreage is holding at about 2,711 acres, and containment increased to 75%.  Full containment is expected within two days.

Canyon Complex (Plumas National Forest): The Canyon Complex is located in the rugged Feather River Canyon. Several fires have been contained including two fires, the Hartman Fire and Four Mile Fire which were contained today. Twelve of the original 42 fires have merged with other fires. Nine fires remain active, one of which has not yet been staffed. The fires had remain active, even at night when strong, gusty down-canyon and down-slopes winds fan the flames. Firefighters who had rappelled from helicopters into the Belden Fire are being removed due to intensified fire behavior. There was a bulldozer rollover accident and the operator was evacuated with injuries.  Contingency plans are being developed for structure protection, protecting the power stations and railroad out ahead of the fires, and the Incident Management Team and the forest are developing long-term strategy. 
American River Complex (Tahoe National Forest): The American River Complex grew by 1,112 acres today to 5,292 acres as the Government Springs Fire made a run on its northwest corner.  Firefighters who are trying to delay spread of the fire until indirect lines can be completed. The American River Complex continues to threaten the Interstate 80 corridor, the Union Pacific Railroad, and the community of Blue Canyon. Cost of closing the railroad has been estimated at $1,000,000 per hour. Difficult terrain requires the use of remote spike camps, making logistical support difficult.

Yuba River Complex (Tahoe National Forest): The 3,619 acre Yuba River Complex includes three fires and is 78% contained. Although the Scotchman Fire continues to spread in the Canyon Creek and Yuba River drainages, good progress is being made by firefighters who indicate that they have enough resources to continue making progress under current burning conditions.

Silver Complex (Sierra National Forest): The Silver Complex includes two fires twelve miles southeast of Mariposa.  Fire activity is moderate with only 50 more acres burning today, bringing the total to 1,161 acres with 95% containment.

Mad Complex (Six Rivers National Forest): The 2,633 acre Mad Complex originally contained 29 fires.  Twenty three  of the fires are contained, leaving six active fires. The Bonanza fire is burning in steep terrain with difficult access. Anchor points are being established for an indirect attack strategy. Fire managers are concerned about the fires on neighboring lands that could potentially spread into this area adversely affecting firefighter safety. Some fires remained unstaffed and containment is now 40%.
Hell’s Half Complex (Six Rivers National Forest): The two fires in this complex near Burnt Ranch continue to spread south and the east. The Half Fire has burned into the Shasta-Trinity National Forest and is nearing structures. The Grouse Fire is threatening a major power line. The fires total of 2,793 acres and are 40% contained. Good progress is being made, but the potential for significant runs by both fires remains high.
Ukonom Complex (Six Rivers National Forest): The 3 fires in the Ukonom Complex (Merrill, Jake, and Blue), north of Somes Bar on the grew by about 474 acres today to a total of 6,358 acres. The Blue Fire, in the headwaters of Blue Creek was difficult to access, but holding operations seem successful. Fire managers are trying to minimize the impact that both the fire and suppression efforts have on Native American spiritual sites and the Forest Service facilities at Oak Bottom, and were developing a long-term implementation plan. Containment was only at 5%.
Corral Fire (CALFIRE’s Lassen-Modoc Unit): The 15,000 acre Corral Fire is burning actively about 10 miles north of Eagle Lake. Burning eastside mixed conifer (small to medium-sized trees) with grass and brush understory, the fire exhibits rapid rates of spread, erratic fire behavior and spotting over control lines in the late afternoon gusty winds. Containment is 25%, but the continuing shortage of hand crews and dozer bosses is a concern as the fire continued to burn actively through the night.

Cub Complex (Lassen National Forest): Two of four fires in the 5,000 acre Cub Complex, 16 miles southwest of Chester, are contained and turned back to the Forest for patrol.  Two fires remain active, the Cub Fire and Onion Fire.  Short uphill runs and spotting up to ¼ mile are common today with an additional 668 acres burned. Because of location and limited resource availability, the Cub Fire remains unstaffed and fire managers note it’s potential to become a long-term event. Highway 32 remains closed. The complex is 25% contained. 
Yolla Bolly Complex (Mendocino National Forest): The Yolla Bolly Complex originally included 22 fires within the Yolla Bolly Wilderness Area. Thirteen have been contained, and the Camp Fire was contained today. The Frying Pan and Vinegar fires merged. Two new fires are detected, one was contained by smokejumpers, but the second fire went unstaffed. Three fires (Harvey Ridge, Thomes, and the new Sugarloaf) were very active today, with running and spotting fire behavior. Today an additional 2,203 acres burned, bringing the total to 6,103 acres with 5% containment.
Clover Fire (Sequoia National Forest): The Clover Fire, 32 mile north of Weldon, continues to back and creep within the containment lines. It totals 15,262 acres and is 70% contained, but full containment is not expected until July 15th due to difficult terrain.

Siskiyou Complex (Klamath National Forest): The three Siskiyou Complex fires, are burning in steep, inaccessible terrain, southwest of Happy Camp. The fires are well established with potential for significant growth over an extended timeframe. The strategy is to merge these fires by constructing and burning out indirect hand lines along existing trails. Potential size is estimated at 40,000 acres. Today’s 2,203 acres increased the total to 9,915 acres burned with 25% containment, all on the Dark-Three Fire.
Alps Complex (Shasta-Trinity National Forest): The Alps Complex in the Trinity Alps Wilderness Area originally contained 13 fires. Four are contained, and five are unstaffed. Fire behavior intensifies as the inversion layer lifts. Some fires are in such steep terrain and heavy fuels that firefighters cannot approach them. Long-term strategy is being developed employing an indirect attack, using the existing trail system and natural barriers.  Today 595 acres burn and the complex totals 3,245 acres with 2% containment.

Soda Complex (Mendocino National Forest): The Soda Complex includes four fires located about 15 miles northwest of Upper Lake. The Back Fire is contained. The western flank of the Mill Fire is burning into the Sanhedrin Wilderness Area and poised to merge with the Big Fire. The Monkey Rock Fire is burning in the Yuki Wilderness Area and has no containment. High recreational activity is noted in the area of these fires. The complex is now 5,100 acres with 72% containment, but potential for growth is rated as high.
Part III, July 2- August 5
The siege will continue until the fall rains for some complexes.  For the remainder of this report the next 34 days will highlight significant events.  During this time period a critical wind event cause a major expansion of all fires, and additional lightning will ignite new fires.  This segment will be marked by tragedy with 15 fatalities directly related to the fires.

Evacuations will be initiated and rescinded and life continues to be disrupted in the communities affected by the fires.  Many 4th of July celebrations and other special events are impacted, along with tourism, travel, health and air quality.  
Firefighting resources have been working now for 10 plus days and fatigue is beginning to show.  Fire managers are concerned that about firefighter health and safety.  There will be an exceptional response by local fire departments from throughout California assisting in the fire fight.  Additional California National Guard are activated for training and deployment, Department of Defense air resources along with activation of international cooperative agreements. 
The Governor will continue to visit the fires and President Bush will visit with firefighters 
We will end the 2008 June Siege Summary on August 5 with the tragedy of the helicopter crash that took the lives of 9 firefighters.   

Regional Chief Officers and CAL MAC will be concerned about maintaining an adequate reserve of forces for initial attack in the face of predicted thunderstorms and the remainder of a long fire season still ahead.
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