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on June 11, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger proclaimed a state of emergency in Butte County due to the Ophir and Humboldt Fires. The Humboldt Fire consumed more than 23,000 acres, destroyed 74 residences and eight outbuildings and damaged an additional 20 residential structures.  The Ophir Fire consumed 1,600 acres and destroyed 21 residences and 28 outbuildings.

June 12, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in the County of Santa Cruz as a result of the Martin Fire (details needed)
06/21/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger Orders National Guard to Assist in Combating Northern California Wildfires

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today ordered the California National Guard (CNG) to assist in combating the wildfires that are currently burning in Northern California. The Governor has ordered the CNG to mobilize four Type I helicopters for aerial fire suppression,  two Type III observation helicopters to assist in tracking and locating fires, and one RC-26 remote sensing platform to assist in the firefighting efforts.

A swarm of dry lightning cells over the last 16 hours has sparked nearly 400 fires across California, spanning from Monterey and Fresno counties to the Oregon-California border.

06/23/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Directs Coordinated Firefighting Efforts and Resources to Combat Wildfires 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has directed the California National Guard and all state firefighting resources to aggressively combat numerous wildfires across California. Today he was briefed on the Wild Fire incident and the status of firefighting efforts statewide at the Lagoon Valley Regional Park in Fairfield, the base camp for the Wild Fire incident in Napa and Solano Counties. 

Five National Guard helicopters with water dropping capabilities are being deployed today to support firefighting efforts; two from Nevada, two from Oregon and one from the California Guard. These are in addition to the six CNG helicopters, RC-26 imaging aircraft and two Modular Airborne Fire Fighting Systems (MAFFS) aircrafts that were requested on Saturday and were in place in California today.

The following significant fires continue to burn in different parts of the state today:

Northern California
· The Wild Fire incident, located in the Green Valley area of Napa-Solano Counties, has burned 3,750 acres and is 40 percent contained. There is one residence and one outbuilding destroyed. 

· The Walker Fire is located near Indian Valley Reservoir in Lake County. This fire is 3,500 acres and zero percent contained with 35 residences threatened. 

· The Lime Complex Fire is located in Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Trinity County-five miles south of Hyampom. The fire is currently at 4,000 acres and is zero percent contained. There are 1,200 residences, two commercial buildings and 300 outbuildings threatened. One commercial property has been destroyed. 

· In the Shasta-Trinity counties, over 130 fires are burning at a total of 5,000 acres, threatening 13 communities. Eastbound Highway 299 may be impacted by these fires. 

· The Quarry Fire is located near the base of San Bruno Mountain in Brisbane, San Mateo County. This fire is 300 acres and 100 percent contained. 

· Fires are burning in various locations throughout Humboldt County. The fires are currently at over 900 acres, including four new fires that started today. Five residences are threatened. 

· In Butte County, fires burning near the communities of Concow, Magalia and Paradise total 1,397 acres and are five percent contained. 200 residences are threatened. 

· 110 fires, including 20 new fires discovered yesterday, are burning in Mendocino County, totaling 7,625 acres. 17 of these fires are contained. Four of the fires are greater than 1,000 acres. Over 525 homes are threatened. 

Central California
· The Basin Complex Fire is located near Big Sur in Monterey County. The fire is 2,000 acres and 10 percent contained. 500 residences, 20 commercial properties in the Big Sur area are threatened. 

· The Indians Fire is located in the Ventana Wilderness in the Los Padres National Forest in Monterey County. The fire is currently 57,158 acres and is 58 percent contained. Two residential structures and 13 outbuildings have been destroyed. 1,063 homes, 265 outbuildings and five commercial properties remain threatened. There are nine firefighter injuries reported to date as a result of this incident. 

06/23/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Declares State of Emergency in Monterey and Trinity Counties Due to Wildfires

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency in Monterey and Trinity Counties as a result of numerous wildfires, including the Basin Complex Fire, Gallery Fire and Lime Complex Fire. The proclamation utilizes all resources consistent with the state's authority under the California Disaster Assistance Act.

Earlier today, the Governor was briefed on the status of firefighting efforts statewide at the base camp for the Wild Fire incident in Napa and Solano Counties.

Wednesday, 06/25/2008 1:35 pm Governor Coordinates Firefighting Efforts, Helps Local Communities Recover 

GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER:  
And here at the Basin Complex -- I think we have heard some of the numbers already -- that 19,100 acres have burned, 3 percent are contained and 18 buildings have been destroyed and 575 structures are being threatened. Then there are mandatory evacuations for certain high-risk areas. Contingency plans for evacuation for Big Sur are being developed; shelters are available for that.  And, of course, I'm very happy to say that there has been a great response to this fire of 651 personnel, 44 engines, three helicopters and seven fixed-wing aircraft. There are three firefighters that have been injured so far.

on the statewide level -- this is huge, when you see it. I just took off with the plane down from Los Angeles and, literally from Los Angeles all the way up here, there was smoke, so you can see that there's fire everywhere. We have over 700 fires burning right now, including 18 very serious fires. More than 149,000 acres have burned so far, nearly 40 structures have been destroyed and more than 900 people have been evacuated. Thankfully, there have been no deaths
Now, the efforts statewide have included 7,000 firefighters, 536 engines and more than 50 helicopters, air tankers and fixed-wing aircraft. 

We are requesting, of course, more aircraft from other states because our resources have been spread thin. We have been asking Oregon, Arizona and Washington to help us with some additional water-dropping helicopters and so on. And we have, of course, agreements with them and they have been very forthcoming and very helpful. 

Wednesday, 06/25/2008 11:20 pm Governor Receives Briefing in Chico on Butte County Fires, Discusses Local Efforts 

GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER:  
I changed my schedule a little bit today because I wanted to go fire hopping, because we have so many fires, and there is just -- I mean, this is a very unusual situation. When I got the briefing on Sunday and I heard there were like 700 fires all over the state of California and then on Monday I heard there were 800 fires all over the state of California. So it went on, and I just was told actually all together there were 1,000 fires all over the state of California.

in this area here, 5,000 acres burned, 5 percent maybe contained. There are 2,000 structures that are threatened. We have evacuation of around 200 homes in the Butte Meadows and there are four shelters that are up and running, including two animal shelters. we have 432 personnel here, we have 253 engines, two helicopters, four fixed-wing aircraft and so on. two firefighters were reported injured, 
We have, throughout the state, more than 150,000 acres burned so far and nearly 40 structures have been destroyed and more than 900 evacuations. no casualties, no deaths
We anticipated, like I said, these dry conditions that we have here, but we didn't anticipate that we'd have that much lightning, and it was over 5,000 lightning's that caused all of those different fires all over the state of California. I think altogether we have 7,000 firefighters that are working on those fires, and those numbers change all the time -- then 536 engines, more than 50 helicopters, air tankers and fixed-wing aircraft. 

We are requesting more aircraft to join our battle, we have actually gotten offers from just about every state in the United States to help us out with this,
 06/26/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Declares State of Emergency in Mendocino and Shasta Counties Due to Wildfires

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency in Mendocino and Shasta Counties as a result of lightning strikes that ignited more than 230 wildfires in these counties. The proclamation utilizes all resources consistent with the state's authority under the California Disaster Assistance Act.

Yesterday, the Governor visited the command posts for the Basin Complex Fire in Monterey County and the BTU Lightning Complex Fire in Butte County. He also announced $20 million for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to cover the costs of the Humboldt and Ophir Fires in Butte County earlier this month. Because the Governor declared a state of emergency for those fires on June 11, the state was able to immediately process the Executive Order and distribute the money. Also, to help the victims of the Ophir and Humboldt Fires in Butte County and the Martin Fire in Santa Cruz County, the Governor on Sunday signed an Executive Order to waive fees and assist with recovery efforts.

On Monday, Governor Schwarzenegger proclaimed a state of emergency in Monterey and Trinity Counties as a result of the Basin Complex Fire, Gallery Fire and Lime Complex Fire.

06/27/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Requests Federal Emergency Declaration to Help Californians Cope with Effects of Unprecedented Wildfires 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger sent the following letter to President Bush through Nancy Ward, Federal Emergency Management Agency Regional Administrator, Region IX, requesting that he expeditiously declare an emergency for the State of California as a result of the more than 1,000 fires ignited by lightning and the 265,000 acres that have burned to date. The Governor is requesting direct federal assistance, debris removal and emergency protective measures, including air and ground firefighting resources, evacuation operations and sheltering of displaced people and animals for the counties of Butte, Mendocino, Monterey, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity.

06/27/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Directs Firefighting Resources to Battle Ongoing Fires and Prepare for Lightning Storms

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger earlier today visited the Whiskeytown Complex fires in Shasta County with U.S. Department of Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne where they received a briefing on the status of firefighting efforts statewide. In anticipation of possible lightning storms, he directed his Office of Emergency Services (OES), California National Guard (CNG) and the California Department of Fire and Forestry Protection (CAL FIRE) to continue to utilize all resources necessary to aggressively battle ongoing fires while preparing for the potential of additional fires this weekend.

"California must be ready for any fires that could be started by lightning storms expected to arrive this weekend," Governor Schwarzenegger said. "We've seen hundreds of blazes started recently as a result of these lightning strikes, and we are making sure the state has the emergency response resources in place to put out any new flames as quickly as possible."

As part of the state's preparation for additional fires, OES and CAL FIRE will continue to run a centralized staging area at the Madera County Fairgrounds in Madera to ensure resources throughout the state are mobilized quickly and are ready to be deployed if new fires emerge.

The State Operations Center at Mather will continue to be staffed 24-hours a day through the weekend in order to coordinate state, federal and local resources for the more than 1,000 ongoing fires.

A special California multi-agency coordination group with firefighting experts from throughout the state has also convened at the State Operations Center to assist in the coordination of fire response activities.

The following state, federal and local personnel and assets have been activated and are deployed:

· 15,584 fire personnel 

· 1,119 fire engines 

· 423 crews 

· 92 helicopters 

· 225 bulldozers 

· 398 water tenders 

Military and out-of-state resources:

· Seven Type-I helicopters 

· One Type-III helicopter with water dropping capability 

· Six federal Modular Airborne Fighter Fighting Systems (MAFFS) from Wyoming, Colorado and North Carolina 

· Four Type-1 helicopters from Nevada, Arizona and Oregon 

· One RC-26 from Mississippi 

Additional fire information includes:

· Approximately 287,582 acres have burned since June 22 

· 40 structures destroyed 

· More than 1,500 evacuated 

Governor Schwarzenegger also sent a letter to President Bush requesting that he expeditiously declare an emergency for the State of California as a result of the more than 1,000 fires ignited by lightning and the 265,000 acres that have burned to date. The Governor is requesting direct federal assistance, debris removal and emergency protective measures, including air and ground firefighting resources, evacuation operations and sheltering of displaced people and animals for the counties of Butte, Mendocino, Monterey, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity.

Friday, 06/27/2008 4:51 pm  Governor Joins Department of Interior Secretary for Briefing on the Whiskeytown Complex Fires 

GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER:  the numbers here from the Whiskeytown Fire. There are 3,600 acres that have burned so far, 10 percent are contained. There are 12 structures that are threatened. We have both state and federal forces battling the blaze and DC-10s flying and helping us with the fire. the total personnel that are working on this fire is 292. The state has 232 and the rest is federal personnel. Then we have five engines from the federal government and we have nine engines that are state engines and two helicopters. 

The federal assets statewide so far are more than 4,500 personnel, 179 engines and 36 helicopters. 
Now, statewide we have 15,642 firefighters and personnel, we have 1,270 engines statewide and we have over 100 helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft. 
SECRETARY KEMPTHORNE:  
To give you some idea, I will just tell you that the National Interagency Fire Center, which is located in Boise, Idaho and has all of the federal assets that are there -- and we monitor this, we make a determination as to what are the weather patterns and then we go ahead and we predeploy personnel and rolling stock. There is rolling stock and there are personnel that are being deployed as we speak, because of where we think the next ignition may be. We're going to continue our efforts, which is the philosophy of initial attack. We have a 97 percent success rate. Knock the fires down, that is our strategy and, again, it's these men and women and these chiefs that are bringing this about. 

To give you some idea of what we're facing in this part of the state, the fire load is unprecedented that is here. The amount of fire for June is unprecedented. The type of lightning and ignition which you have been experiencing this month normally doesn't occur until August. And when you consider that you have some of the toughest fuel load, fuel type, including the chaparral and the pines and some of the toughest terrain, these conditions are very, very stark and that's why it requires all of working together. 

The national preparedness level is Level four. Level five is the utmost. Now, the significance is that the season, the fire season, historically begins in July or August and here we've been at this May and June. As the Governor and I have discussed, the fire season now in the United States begins one month earlier and lasts one month longer. The drought conditions which you're experiencing here in California adds to that. The firefighters and the machines are going to be pressed to the maximum. 

I will just give you an idea, too, on this national perspective. We have 22,000 federal firefighters that are deployed during this fire season at this time. On the number of engines, we have 1,426, of which 1,270 are here in California. We have the Type One and Two crews -- which are the 20-member firefighting crews -- of 502 nationally, 429 are here in California. Of the helicopters, of 119, 96 are here in California. Of the fixed-wing, 17, 11 are here in California. 

06/28/2008   Guest Host CAL FIRE Chief Ruben Grijalva Discusses State’s Firefighting Efforts in Governor’s Weekly Radio Address 

CAL FIRE Chief Ruben Grijalva:
Right now more than 1,000 fires are burning across the state, caused by dry weather, 
hot temperatures and lightning strikes.

This is because we were prepared. In May, the Governor issued an Executive Order, directing Cal Fire to mobilize additional resources and equipment, so we could jump into action when disaster strikes.

Today, more than 15,000 personnel, 1,000 engines and more than 80 helicopters and aircraft are battling the blazes.

And this is not just a California effort. Seven other states are pitching in and the federal government has contributed 4,500 personnel and 170 engines.

This week the Governor sent a letter asking President Bush to declare a Federal Emergency in California and requesting additional federal assistance with air and ground resources, sheltering of people and animals, and with debris removal.

The Governor has also declared a State of Emergency in seven counties, which will expedite response and recovery efforts.

We know there could be additional lightning strikes this weekend, so we are mobilizing extra resources in case more fires break out.

06/30/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger Proclaims State of Emergency in Plumas and Kern Counties Due to Wildfires

Governor Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency in Plumas County as a result of 40 wildfires and 12,000 acres burned and in Kern County where more than 2,500 acres have burned.

To date, the Governor has declared a state of emergency for the following counties: Butte, Kern, Mendocino, Monterey, Plumas, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity. 

07/01/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger Proclaims State of Emergency in Mariposa County Due to Wildfires

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency in Mariposa County as a result of the Oliver Complex fires burning over 2,800 acres and causing imminent danger to residential property and structures. 

To date, the Governor has declared a state of emergency for the following counties: Plumas, Butte, Kern, Mendocino, Monterey, Plumas, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity.

Now we have 1,400 and out of that at least 35 that are really major fires. 

But I think that everyone is doing a great job and I just wanted to give you some of the numbers here. The Shasta Complex Fire, we have so far 57,400 acres that are burned, 20 percent is contained. There are two residences that have been destroyed and 267 structures are threatened at this point. We have so far 2,100 personnel that are working out there and fighting the fires and 267 engines. Seven firefighters have been injured. 

Now, statewide the figures change, of course, dramatically. We have 423,000 acres that have burned. Fifty structures have been destroyed so far, 18,900 personnel to 19,000 personnel are working on fighting those fires statewide. We have approximately 1,461 engines and 103 helicopters that are working. 

I think that they all are doing a great job, but the danger is that our firefighters get stretched thin. A lot of them are working overtime and they are staying up there for more than 12 hours, sometimes 24 hours, 36 hours. So we have to be very careful that they get enough sleep and they get enough rest and this is why we have also asked the National Guard to provide us with 200 extra personnel. There will be 10 groups of 20 each that will be trained by CAL FIRE this weekend and the beginning of next week. So they will be assisting also with the fires and we are very happy that the National Guard has agreed to that and is jumping into action very quickly.

the Basin Complex Fire is a stubborn fire and so far 52,430 acres have burned, 3 percent only is contained so far, 20 buildings have been destroyed and more than 1,400 structures are threatened. 

Also, I have just heard that we began evacuation of Big Sur. Mandatory evacuations are in effect for the eastern side of Highway 1 and also recommended evacuations on the west side of Highway 1 -- and I think that the chiefs will give you more details on these evacuation plans. But we have so far 1,542 firefighters and personnel that are fighting out there and approximately 108 engines. Two firefighters have been injured so far and we hope that they will recover very quickly.

Statewide the numbers change, of course. As you know, we have 1,400 fires we've had in this last week. Some of them have been contained, but so far 440,000 acres have burned, 60 structures have been destroyed and 19,202 personnel are fighting those fires. We have 1,416 engines that are working on those fires and more than 100 helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft also are out there helping with this effort. 85 percent of the fires have been contained on the statewide level.  

the 40 other states that have come in and sent resources to our state to help us with our firefighting efforts.  


ADMINISTRATOR PAULISON:The federal government has stepped in with direct federal assistance for the state. The Governor asked for a declaration, we took it to the President and he signed it right away and that frees up a lot of money to help pay for a lot of these firefighting efforts. We can bring in extra firefighters, fire trucks, equipment, help set up base camps, bring in extra tankers from the Department of Defense to help fight these fires. So far, just in the short time that we've been involved, FEMA has allocated over $50 million that's being spent to help fight these fires across the state and there's more money behind that if we have to do that.  

07/03/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Declares State of Emergency in Santa Barbara County Due to Wildfires

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency in Santa Barbara County as a result of the Gap Fire which has already burned over 2,400 acres and is causing imminent danger to 200 residential property and structures.

Roland, 63, died July 3, while working on the Mendocino Unit Lightning Complex fires in Mendocino County, CA.  He was a volunteer firefighter recruit with the Anderson Valley Community Service District Fire Department.  He is survived by his wife. 

Friday, 07/04/2008 2:25 pm  Governor Doubles CA National Guard Ground Forces Deploying to N. California Wildfires 

MAJOR GENERAL WADE:  Good morning everybody. I'm Major General William H. Wade II and I am the Adjutant General before the California National Guard.  

This morning we're doing something that we heretofore have not done and that is to take our soldiers and put them on the fire line. We've always used our unique military capabilities in other ways with MPs, truck drivers, cooks, fighting fires from the air with our pilots, but this is something different. Our Governor has asked us to step forward and help out the fire service. Exigent circumstances require extraordinary response measures and that's what we're about to do and the Governor is kind enough to be here today for this first time ever commitment of National Guard forces to actually fight on the fire lines.

GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER: The sacrifices that you and your families make are extraordinary. So naturally, I called General Wade this last week when California's back was up against the wall again. We deployed 200 soldiers on Tuesday and today I'm ordering another 200 to begin reporting on Sunday, because we can fight 25 or 30 or 35 fires simultaneously and we have done that in the past and we have done it well. But imagine you wake up like I did almost 14 days ago and get my briefing in the morning and you hear there are 500 fires at one time.  500.  Two hours later I found out there are 1000 fires. The next morning I wake up and get another briefing, there were 1,400 fires and this is how it went on. Now there are 1,700 fires all over the state of California.

Now, no state can be prepared for something like this. We were overwhelmed. Out personnel and resources was stretched to the breaking point. Luckily, the Federal Government helped us and 40 other states sent firefighters and fire engines and other resources that we needed very badly. But fires are still burning and our firefighters are exhausted. They are burned out. So this is why I asked General Wade for additional manpower and he did not hesitate.

Saturday, 07/05/2008   Governor Receives Briefing on Gap Fire and Firefighting Efforts Statewide 

the Gap fire now getting the top priority . But let me just give you a few of the numbers. The gap fire is 8,357 acres that have burned so far, 24 percent contained. More than 3,000 structures are threatened right now. 1,855 homes have been evacuated. A shelter is up and running and after this press conference I will be visiting this shelter to just see if the people are okay and if they need something over there. The shelter is in the San Marcos High School. And, of course, I've declared already a State of Emergency for this area last Wednesday. 

We have, so far, 1,072 personnel, firefighters, fighting those fires. We have 141 fire trucks out there and I'm sad to say that two firefighters got injured so far and we hope they have a quick recovery. 

Statewide the figures change. We have 520,000 acres burned so far. 67 structures have been destroyed. More than 20,000 personnel are out there fighting the fires. We have 1608 fire trucks statewide, more than 100 helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft. And 81percent of the fires have been contained. And tragically we have lost one firefighter who has passed away. 

We want to thank also the National Guard that have been extraordinary, that have come in from day one. And we now have an additional 400 National Guard. I announced already earlier this week 200 and yesterday I announced an additional 200. And those National Guards will be trained by Cal Fire so they can relieve some of the firefighters, because the firefighters are stretched thin. They're exhausted, they're tired, they haven't gotten much sleep. So it's important that they rotate them out all the time so they get some rest. 

Our firefighters have battled now, like I say, more than 1,700 fires. And it's very important to note that up until recently we had a fire season, which meant that late summer throughout the fall we had the fire season. Now there is no more fire season.  There are fires all year around. 
Monday, 07/07/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Tours Damage Caused by Humboldt Fire 

Now, let me just talk a little briefly about statewide, the fires. We have right now about 600,000 acres that have burned, so that means that there is more destruction this year than last year. And we have approximately 20,000 personnel, firefighters that are fighting those fires. We have 1,500 fire engines out there that are continuously helping with the battling of those fires, around 100 aircraft -- this is fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters. 

We have 400 additional National Guards that I've asked to come in and to be trained by CAL FIRE. 

07/10/2008  Doubles California National Guard Ground Forces Deploying to Northern California Wildfires

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today ordered an additional 200 soldiers from the California National Guard to reinforce firefighters battling flames in Northern California.  This group of soldiers is in addition to the 200 troops the Governor ordered to duty as ground firefighters earlier this week.  National Guard aviators have been flying fire suppression missions since the start of this fire emergency.

 

 “I have ordered additional California National Guard soldiers to provide direct ground support to our firefighters in their efforts,” said Governor Schwarzenegger. “These additional soldiers will bring much needed assistance to the efforts of the firefighters who continue to tirelessly battle the blazes across California.”   

 

The additional 200 soldiers will report to the Wildland Fire Training Center (WFTC) within McClellan Air Park early next week to train on fire behavior, fire safety, and how to create fire containment lines using hand tools. After completion of the training, the Guard members will deploy to active fires. 

 

The California National Guard, with support from neighboring State's National Guard and reserve forces, currently has the following resources allocated to fighting fires statewide:

 

· More than 750 personnel.  

· Eighteen rotary-winged helicopters. These include (12) aircraft from the CNG and (6) from other states. Helicopters from the CNG consist of (6) UH-60 Blackhawks, (1) Firehawk, (3) OH-58 Kiowa for observation and (2) HH-60G from the California Air National Guard. To date, these aircraft have dropped 1,305,596 million gallons of water. 

· The CNG is providing the following fixed-wing aircraft in support of the wild fires: (1) C-130J support aircraft for personnel and equipment transport and (1) RC-26 providing aerial imagery support. There are currently (8) C-130H with MAFFS, which are capable of dropping up to 3,000 gallons of water or retardant per mission: (3) from the North Carolina Air National Guard, (3) from the Colorado Air Force Reserve and (2) from the Wyoming Air National Guard. To date, (MAFFS) have dropped more than 355,600 gallons of retardant.  

The state of California and the California National Guard retain robust capability to respond to other contingencies should the need arise.

07/10/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Requests Additional Federal Help and Resources Urgently Needed to Support State’s Firefighting Efforts

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger sent the following letter to President Bush requesting additional federal resources that California urgently needs to fight the ongoing wildfires and prepare for more lightning strikes later this week.

 

The request includes:

· Federal active duty forces to provide additional Type II firefighting handcrews to meet shortages; 

· Additional out-of-state federal firefighters available to provide training for National Guard personnel as Type II handcrews; and 

· Increasing the “Maximum Efficiency Level” (MEL) for the U.S. Forest Service to 100 percent. 

Dear Mr. President,

 

As you know, California is in the midst of battling unprecedented wildfires that have stretched our state’s firefighting resources to their limit and placed thousands of Californians in immediate danger.  On the heels of lightning storms in June that ignited more than 1,700 fires across the state, we now face extremely high temperatures and increased fuel loads that are exacerbating fire conditions and putting our communities and firefighters and other first responders at risk.  With more lightning storms forecast for later this week, we sit at a critical tipping point in California that requires immediate federal help and aggressive pre-positioning of federal resources.

As of July 8, 2008 California had placed requests for the following assets with the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, Idaho: 302 hand crews; 41 helicopters; 616 fire engines; and 773 support personnel. In addition, we are calling on NIFC daily for additional air tankers that are critical to suppressing the flames. These numbers change daily based on the current fire status; I ask that you direct your federal agencies, working through the NIFC, to make all requested assets available to California.

Thursday, 07/10/2008   Governor Receives Briefing on Shasta Complex Fires and Firefighting Efforts Statewide 

update on the Shasta Complex fires. We have 57,779 acres that have burned; 45  percent has been contained; 10 structures have been destroyed so far; 1,200 structures are threatened. And 34 firefighters have been injured and we wish them a quick recovery and we hope that they are okay. There are 1,599 firefighter personnel altogether that is out there fighting these fires. We have 197 fire trucks out there. 

Now, statewide We have so far 702,300 acres that have burned statewide. We have 190 structures that were destroyed; 19,706 personnel are working on those fires, fighting those fires; 1,589 fire trucks are out there fighting those fires; and 81 percent of those fires statewide have been contained. 

Butte County just yesterday and two nights ago we have heard that fires have flared up again because of wind and we had to evacuate very quickly 10,000 people there. But again they are getting that fire under control. 

07/11/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger Calls Up Additional 2,000 National Guard Troops to Help in State's Firefighting Effort

Announces International Support to Fight Unprecedented Number of Wildfire
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today ordered an additional 2,000 California National Guard (CNG) personnel to complete firefighter training, boosting the state's firefighting forces to battle the state's ongoing fires and to prepare for the threat of additional fires over the next several months. These personnel will be trained in phases to stand ready for deployment as requested by the state's California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). Yesterday, the federal government committed to sending out-of-state firefighters to train these additional CNG personnel on critical firefighting techniques. Since July 1, the Governor has directed more than 400 CNG soldiers to be trained and deployed to fires across the state.  

"I am ordering 2,000 additional California National Guard personnel to boost our firefighting forces," Governor Schwarzenegger said. "We already have 400 guard members on the front lines, and once these new troops are trained and certified, they will be ready to pitch in at a moment's notice throughout the fire season."

The CNG, with support from neighboring states' National Guard and reserve forces, currently has the following resources allocated to the state's firefighting efforts:

· The CNG has to date mobilized more than 1,000 personnel to provide support to the ongoing firefighting effort, including more than 400 personnel assigned to hand crews working alongside other firefighters. 

· There are currently 22 rotary-wing aircraft supporting the firefighting effort, including 14 CNG helicopters and eight helicopters from Utah, Nebraska, Washington, Arizona and Oregon. To date, these rotary-wing aircraft have dropped nearly 3 million gallons of water. 

· CNG is also providing the following fixed-wing aircraft in support of the wildfires: one C-130J support aircraft for personnel and equipment transport and one RC-26 providing aerial imagery support. 

· In addition to California aircraft, there are currently eight C-130H cargo aircraft equipped with the Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System (MAFFS) that are assisting from other states. These MAFFS equipped aircraft-three from the North Carolina Air National Guard, three from the Colorado Air Force Reserve and two from the Wyoming Air National Guard-are capable of dropping up to 3,000 gallons of water or retardant per mission. To date, they have dropped nearly one million gallons of retardant. 

In addition to CNG personnel, more firefighting resources are responding to California from outside the United States to assist in the unified fight against this unprecedented wildfire siege. More relief is on the way from Mexico, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 

"Everyone is working together. Local, state and federal officials, and we are even getting international help," Governor Schwarzenegger said. 

The Mexican government is sending 90 firefighters, five fire crews and five fire engines to aid in California's firefighting efforts. Canada is sending four more air tankers and two lead planes to bolster support from the air, and ground troops will get aid in the form of 40 additional firefighters from New Zealand and Australia.

This multi-national effort is being coordinated through each country's government, the U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Governor's Office of Emergency Services and CAL FIRE. The resources will be deployed throughout the state based on the ongoing needs of the more than 300 active fires still burning throughout the state and in preparation for future fires.

07/14/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger and NASA Highlight Infrared Scanning Technology Helping to Fight California’s Wildfires

The Ikhana's most recent mission was on Tuesday, July 8. It flew for more than nine hours and covered approximately 10 individual and complex fires along a route over the Sierra Nevadas, west to the Cub Complex fires and south to the Gap Fire in Santa Barbara County. 

The images are collected onboard the Ikhana and transmitted through a communications satellite to NASA's Ames Research Center in Moffett Field, CA, where they are superimposed over Google Earth and Microsoft Virtual Earth maps to better visualize the location and scope of the fires. The imagery is then transmitted to the Multi-Agency Coordination Center in Redding and the State Operations Center in Sacramento, which distributes it to incident commanders in the field, so they can deploy resources where it will have the greatest benefit.

NASA satellites are also capturing imagery of the wildfires to fill in gaps in airborne imagery.

07/15/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger Declares State of Emergency in Inyo County Due to Wildfires and Flash Flooding

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today declared a state of emergency in Inyo County as a result of the Inyo Complex fires, which burned thousands of acres and were followed by thunderstorms, heavy rains and flash flooding. The proclamation utilizes all resources consistent with the state's authority under the California Disaster Assistance Act.

To date, the Governor has declared a state of emergency in the following 12 counties due to wildfires: Butte, Inyo, Kern, Mariposa, Mendocino, Monterey, Plumas, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity.

            WHEREAS on July 11, 2007, I proclaimed a state of emergency to exist within Inyo County caused by multiple wildfires collectively known as the "Inyo Complex Fire"; 
            WHEREAS the Inyo Complex Fire burned many thousands of acres; and
            WHEREAS beginning on July 12, 2008, severe thunderstorms swept through Inyo County, causing heavy rain within the County; and
            WHEREAS the heavy rains caused flash flooding, mud and debris flows, and landslides; and
            WHEREAS these conditions threatened lives and destroyed or damaged homes and public facilities, including portions of an historic fish-hatchery facility; and
            WHEREAS the conditions caused the evacuation of communities and facilities and the opening of emergency shelters; and
            WHEREAS the flood waters and mudflows closed Highway 395 and other roads and highways important to the communities in the area; and
            WHEREAS on July 12, 2008, the County of Inyo declared a local emergency, finding that conditions of disaster and of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property have arisen in Inyo County caused by the thunderstorms, torrential rains, landslides, and mud and debris flows in areas previously burned by the Inyo Complex Fire, and requesting that I proclaim a state of emergency in Inyo County; and

Thursday, 07/17/2008   Governor Schwarzenegger and President Bush Discuss Coordinated Federal and State Response to California’s Wildfires 

But when you hear that there are 2,000 fires at one given time, right now 20,000 firefighters out there fighting those fires. We have 1,500 fire trucks. 80 percent of the U.S. resources on firefighting are right now in California

7/22 Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today announced the establishment of a Local Assistance Center to help victims of the BTU Complex fires. The center, located at the Oroville Municipal Auditorium, will provide state and local services to assist those who have been displaced by the wildfire, suffering property loss and economic and other damages.

7/28 Fire Chief Daniel Packer, of Lake Tapps, WA:Packer, 49, died July 26, while working as a division supervisor on the Panther Fire in Siskiyou County. Packer was the Fire Chief of the East Pierce Fire and Rescue Unit in Bonney Lake, WA.

07/28/2008 Wildland Firefighter Andrew "Andy" Palmer, of Port Townsend, WA: Palmer, 18, died July 25, while working on the Eagle Fire in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest.  Palmer was a wildland firefighter assigned to an engine crew at the Olympic National Park in Port Angeles, WA.

08/06/2008   Gov. Schwarzenegger Declares State of Emergency in Humboldt County Due to Wildfires and Unhealthy Air Quality

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today declared a state of emergency in Humboldt County as a result of the numerous wildfires that have led to unprecedented smoke conditions and unhealthy air quality. The proclamation utilizes all resources consistent with the state's authority under the California Disaster Assistance Act.

To date, the Governor has declared a state of emergency in the following 13 counties due to wildfires: Butte, Humboldt, Inyo, Kern, Mariposa, Mendocino, Monterey, Plumas, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta and Trinity.

            WHEREAS over 2,000 wildfires have erupted in California since May 22, 2008; 
            WHEREAS over 1 million acres have burned as a result of these unprecedented events; 
            WHEREAS wildfires have burned thousands of acres in Humboldt County, destroying structures and causing evacuations; and

            WHEREAS the wildfires in Humboldt County and throughout California have generated unprecedented smoke conditions, creating unhealthy air and posing a continuing danger to people; and

            WHEREAS the Hoopa, Karuk, and Yurok Tribal Nations have declared local emergencies for their reservations in and near Humboldt County as a result of the fires and the unhealthy air caused by the fires and smoke; and

            WHEREAS on July 22, 2008, the County of Humboldt declared a local emergency, finding that conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property have arisen within Humboldt County caused by the fires and smoke, that local resources are unable to cope with the effects of the emergency, and requesting that I proclaim a state of emergency for Humboldt County; and

8/5/   Blazer, 30; Charleson, 25; Gomez, 19; Hammer, 23; Ramage, 63; Renno, 21; Rich, 29; Schwanenberg, 54; and Steele, 19, died August 5, after their helicopter crashed while working on the Buckhorn Fire in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Blazer, Charleson, Hammer, Gomez, Renno, Rich and Steele were contract firefighters with Grayback Forestry of Merlin, OR. Schwanenberg was a pilot for Carson Helicopters of Grants Pass, OR. Ramage worked for the U.S. Forest Service Fire and Aviation for the Pacific Southwest Region. Previously, he worked for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection for 19 years as the first forestry fire pilot and as an air operations officer.

8/13  Gov. Schwarzenegger Requests Major Federal Disaster Declaration for State of California Due to Wildfires 

Today, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger sent the following letter to President Bush through Nancy Ward, Federal Emergency Management Agency Regional Administrator, Region IX, requesting that the President amend his previous emergency declaration and declare a major federal disaster for the State of California due to wildfires.

The request includes:

· A major federal disaster declaration for the State of California as a result of the wildfires; 

· Dating the declaration to include wildfires that began on May 22, 2008; and 

· Individual assistance to help victims of the wildfires. 

09/04/2008   Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger Issues Statement on Federal Air Tanker Crash Victims

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today issued the following statement following the deaths of Gregory Jess Gonsioroski, of Baker, MT; Zachary Jake VanderGriend, of Missoula, MT; and Calvin Gene Wahlstrom, of Huntsville, UT: Gonsioroski, 41; VanderGriend, 25; and Wahlstrom, 61; died September 1, after their air tanker crashed on its way help fight the Smitty Fire in Calaveras County, CA. All three men were contract firefighters with Neptune Aviation of Missoula, MT. 

regarding the death of contract Firefighter Curtis Hillman, Sr., of Happy Camp, CA:Hillman, 77, died September 11, after succumbing to injuries sustained on August 25 while operating a grader. Hillman was a contract firefighter assigned to the Siskiyou/Blue 2 Complex Fire at the Six Rivers National Forest.
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