Executive Summary - 

Although Fire Season 2008 may not have been the one with the greatest number of wildfires nationwide (_______ fires in _____), or the one with the largest total acres burned (___________ acres in 19__), it will certainly rank high on the list of one of the most memorable fire years in California.

While California is used to large wildfires, this year saw a total of _______ fires statewide (#____) that burned __________ acres (#____). Some of the other highlights of the season include:

· “The Perfect Lightning Storm” of June 21st-23rd that showered the state with _________ lightning strikes scattered from ___________ in the south to near Alturas in the north.

· A record for the number of wildfires started in a single day (_______ fires on June 21,2008.

· A record number of major wildfires (includes single fires and complexes of fires) burning at one time (_______ total).

· One of the few times in California wildfire history where the federal, state, and local government fire forces have been so heavily engaged simultaneously.

· The number of structures threatened at once (________) was certainly remarkable, given that most of these fires were in rural and remote areas rather than in the metropolitan wildland-urban interface areas (such as San Diego in 2003 and 2007).

· A record number of National Guard troops were mobilized, trained, and prepared to fight fire.

· A record number of active military aviation assets were committed to firefighting.

· Fire fighting resources from as far away as Maine joined the fight.

· Many different protection units experienced major wildfires (list acres burned by unit).

· Firefighting costs are estimated  to be at new record levels, including:

· Federal - $_________

· State -     $__________

· Local -    $__________

· TOTAL-$___________

