Complex Name:  Yuba River Complex
Number of Fires:  13
Major fires (containment date & acres if available):  

Scotchman
1,230 acres
7/3

Fall (Clear Fire and Fall Fire burned together; called the Fall Fire)




2,420 acres
7/15


Celina

   397 acres
7/2


25 Fire

   189 acres
6/26

County:  Yuba, Nevada, Sierra
Affected Communities:  Washington, Fuller Lake, Bowman, Cal Ida, Graniteville, Rucker
Agencies in Command: USFS, Tahoe National Forest (TNF)
Start Report Date:  6/21/08
1400 hrs.  
Containment Date:  7/15/08
Total Acres:
4,254 acres  
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $7,500,000 per 209
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:  772
Structures Destroyed:  0
Structures Damaged:  0
Fatalities:  0 
Fuels: Timber, & brush
Cause:  lightning
Summary:


The Yuba River Complex started as a series of fires ignited by the lightning storm of June 21 in Sierra County 15 miles northeast of Nevada City.  The complex included the following active fires: 25 Fire, Omega I Fire, Omega II Fire, Scotchman Fire, Fall Fire, Celina Fire, Gaston Fire, Clear Fire and Deer Fire plus four additional fires that were contained at 3 acres or less. 


Within 24 hours the Yuba River Complex was reported at 590 acres with extremely active fire behavior.  Summer home tracts and residences were evacuated in the Fall Fire and Scotchman Fire area. The communities of Fuller Lake, Bowman, Cal Ida, Graniteville and Rucker were threatened as well as power infrastructure (PG&E) and Nevada Irrigation District (NID) property. Contingency plans were developed to evacuate the town of Washington. Road closures included Bowman Rd from Hwy 20 and FS25 Rd to Cal Ida from Hwy 49.


By June 28 the Yuba River complex was estimated at 3,169 acres and 57% containment. With nine fires already contained, firefighters were making significant progress. However two of the more active fires, the Scotchman and Fall Fires, were spreading into areas that would allow them to become “summer long campaign fires” with the potential to burn thousands of acres of prime public and private forest lands and damage miles of critical habitat and watershed.


By July 1, at 3,579 acres and 61% contained, the Yuba River Complex continued to pose a public health hazard to local communities due to smoke.  High-use camping and recreational areas were closed through the 4th of July weekend impacting the local tourist-based economy.  The Fall Fire reached the Canyon Creek area threatening historic sites, homes, and active mining operations.  Weight limits on the bridge prevented access to fire engines.  Crews hiked in and established hose lays with portable pumps to protect these sites relying on helicopters to slow the fires spread and minimize fire growth.  


By July 5 the Yuba River complex, at 3813 acres and 95% contained, was transitioned back to the local unit.

Note:  
6/27 – Red Flag warning for Dry Lightning
