Complex Name:  Trabing Fire
Number of Fires:  1
Major fires (containment date & acres if available):  NA
County:  Santa Cruz
Affected Communities:  Watsonville, Aptos, Corralitos
Agencies in Command:  CAL FIRE
Start Report Date:  6/20/08
1358 hrs.
Containment Date:  6/22/08
Total Acres:  630 
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  Unknown
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:  645
Structures Destroyed:  75 (26 residential & 49 outbuildings)
Structures Damaged:  12
Fatalities:  0
Fuels:  Eucalyptus, grass & brush
Cause:  Under investigation
Summary:

The Trabing Fire started at 1358 hours on June 20th, 2008 just north of Watsonville along Hwy 1. Hot particles from a vehicle exhaust caused five starts along Hwy 1 over a ¾ mile stretch just north of the Buena Vista Rd. exit. These fires moved rapidly into a large standing eucalyptus grove, merged, and consumed 630 acres before being contained on June 22nd.
The weather was unseasonably hot and dry with the relative humidity in the low teens. The marine layer was absent. At the fire’s peak 90 engines, 12 handcrews, 4 bulldozers, 9 water tenders, 6 air tankers, 4 helicopters, and 20 overhead were assigned.
During the fire an estimated 2,000 people were evacuated, along with 220 horses and livestock and 50 small domestic animals. The Trabing Fire destroyed 26 residential structures, 49 outbuildings, and 44 vehicles. Twelve other residences were damaged and 89 others were seriously threatened. When the Trabing fire started the local Unit still had resources assigned to the Summit and Martin Fires.
During mop-up of the Trabing Fire on June 21st command staff on the incident was advised of a lightning storm approaching off the Pacific Ocean with Lightning Activity Levels of 5-6. Around 1300 hours, storm cells crossed the incident, resulting in two ¼ acre lightning fires within one mile of the Trabing Incident. A water spout was observed near the Santa Cruz pier. The June 2008 siege was beginning.
