Complex Name: Tehama-Glenn

Number of Fires:
39
Major Fires:
Antelope



Mill



Noble (assist to USFS)
County:
Tehama
Affected Communities:
Platina

Agencies in Command:
CAL FIRE’s Tehama-Glenn Unit (TGU)
Start Report Date:
6/21/08
Containment Date:
6/30/08
Total Acres:
17,451 ac ?
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:

Firefighters Assigned at Peak:

Structures Destroyed:

Structures Damaged:

Fatalities:

Fuels:
Grass, brush, and timber
Cause:
Lightning
Summary:

By the time the thunderstorms spread into the Tehama-Glenn Unit on the afternoon of June 21st, the unit had already committed a portion of its suppression resources to fires in other units. The unit had to cope with 34 new fires that morning and afternoon with a skeleton force of 8 state fire engines, 2 Schedule A engines, one state and two private bulldozers, three handcrews (out of 17 total normally available) and one state helicopter.

The unit lightning plan was activated, the ECC staffing was expanded, and all resources were committed to the lightning fires. An “all call” was placed to Tehama County Fire Department for all volunteer firefighters to cover their equipment. The department staffed 16 of its 19 total Type 2 and Type 3 fire engines, and 7 of its 9 water tenders for the duration. These units were assigned to the lightning fires or covered empty CAL FIRE stations for initial attack on new fires. Immediately upon completion of their training the unit’s firefighter academy class was formed up into a hand crew, as most of the engines they would normally staff were out of the unit. Additional resources were provided by Sierra Pacific Industries, the major industrial timberland owner in the county.

Because additional agency suppression resources were scarce and the two big fires were not threatening populated areas, the available forces were split into two 12+ hour shifts and assigned to “bump and run” or hot spotting tactics on the smaller fires. Firefighters were successful in containing all but the two largest of the fires by June 24th.

These fires, the Mill Fire and the Antelope Fire would eventually be contained by June 30th, with indirect tactics including the construction, burning out and holding of seven miles of fireline from Antelope Creek to Highway 36 using a total force of two private bulldozers and the one firefighter hand crew. Four other bulldozers cut line around the other side of the fire and it was contained at 3,400 acres.

A Murphy’s Law episode added to the challenge: one of the early lightning strikes knocked out the main electrical power supply to the Emergency Command Center. Although the back-up generator came on and ran, a damaged circuit breaker remained open, causing the entire telecommunications system to run on only the battery back-up. As the power drained from the UPS batteries, the ECC began to experience the loss of its computer systems, one after the other. Then the telephone system failed. Cell phones were activated as a temporary measure. Then the radio console failed and the dispatchers had to resort to hand-held radios and a vehicle parked outside the window. The final blow came when the computer-aid dispatch system failed. It took an hour to diagnose and correct the electrical failure.

The unit made multiple major commitments of resources, especially fire engines for structure protection, to the Noble Fire burning in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest near Platina over a period of about two weeks.

