Complex Name:  Popcorn/Peterson Complex
Number of Fires:  3
Major fires (containment date & acres if available):  

Popcorn


Peterson


H-1


County:  Shasta and Lassen
Affected Communities:  Little Valley and Pittville 
Agencies in Command:  Unified Command, USFS Lassen National Forest (LNF) 




& CAL FIRE’s Lassen-Modoc-Plumas Unit (LMU)
Start Report Date:  6/21/08
1600 hrs.  
Containment Date:  6/30/08
Total Acres:
7,842
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $2,649,044 
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:  404
Structures Destroyed:  None
Structures Damaged:  None
Fatalities:  None
Fuels: Timber, brush, & grass
Cause:  Lightning
Narrative Summary:

The Peterson Complex was comprised of three fires, the H-1, Popcorn Fire and Peterson Fire.   All fires were started during the lightning storm on June 21st. The terrain where the fires were burning was steep and covered with timber with brush and grass on southern aspects. The general location was twelve miles to the east of the town of Cassel. 

The Popcorn Fire originally started in Shasta County under the SHU Burney Battalion LCA, the fire quickly burned onto the Lassen - Modoc Unit and was included in the LMU June Lightning Complex (CA-LMU-002605).  The Corral Fire which was a new fire start on June 23 was also included in this complex.  Beginning on June 23 the Popcorn Fire was reported as a separate incident (CA-LMU-2725).  

The Peterson Fire started on June 21 at 1600 hours and was reported by the Lassen National Forest under incident #CA-LNF-002745. 

Predictions were that the Popcorn and Peterson fires would merge by June 23rd. The Communities of Little Valley and Pittville were threatened and under precautionary evacuation. As predicted, the two fires merged and initially an Incident Management Type II team was ordered, but based on complexity a Type 1 team was required.  The Popcorn Fire was approximately 3,000 acres and the Peterson Fire was 1,200 acres when they combined into one fire.  

When the Popcorn Fire burned into the Peterson Fire it was now on the Lassen National Forest DPA and Unified Command with CAL FIRE and USFS of the combined fires occurred on June 24.   On June 25, the Type 1 team (Southern Red Team, Mark Ruggerio - IC) under unified command with CAL FIRE (Steve Emerick) transitioned and the fires were moved to a new incident number (CA-LNF-002725) named the Peterson Complex.  The Southern Red Team members were from other states including Louisiana, Georgia, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, Florida and Nevada. With their strong accents, Southern mannerisms and nicknames such as “Critter”, “Possum” and “Skeeter”, the radio traffic was always entertaining.  
When the fires merged they damaged and continued to threaten a PG&E power line which was shut down. The fire posed a threat to the railroad lines and an endangered trout species.

Spot fires hampered containment strategies for many days.  On June 28, Red Flag warnings were in place for a threat of dry lightning.  Resources from the Peterson Complex were made available to the Corral Fire and the team prepared to transition the Complex to a type 3 organization under the Forest.

At approximately 1800 on June 30th, the Peterson Complex is 100% contained at 7,842 acres and the morning of July 1, the fire transitioned management back to the LNF district personnel.
