Complex Name: Piute Fire
Number of Fires: 1
Major fires: Piute Fire
County: Kern
Affected Communities: Bodfish, Lake Isabella, Erskine Creek, Thompson Creek
Agencies in Command: USFS, Sequoia National Forest (SQF),




 BLM Bakersfield District,




 Kern County Fire Department
Start Report Date: 6/28/2008
Containment Date: 7/25/2008
Total Acres: 37,026 ac.
Direct Fire Suppression Costs: $25,000,000
Firefighters Assigned at Peak: 1,633
Structures Destroyed: 6 residences, 45 outbuildings
Structures Damaged: 0
Fatalities: 0
Fuels: Timber, brush & grass
Cause: Lightning

Summary Narrative:

The Piute Fire started on a remote road to the southeast of the communities of Bodfish & Lake Isabella. The extremely dry fuels burned with high intensity and were channeled by the terrain in several directions simultaneously. Within 24 hours the fire had grown to over 2,000 acres and was well established in steep and inaccessible canyons. The fire was pushed in all directions by continuously shifting winds that plagued firefighters for several days. On the night of July 13th, a severe rainstorm passed over the fire requiring crews to be pulled off the line for safety. Several roads leading into the fire were damaged or closed because of flooding subsequent to the rains. However, the improved humidity and weather enabled crews to get the upper hand on the fire and it was contained on the 25th of July.
