Complex Name:  Mendocino Lightning Complex
Number of Fires:  129
Major fires (containment date & acres if available):  

Navarro


6/27
3,000 ac

Orr Series, Jack Smith & Low Gap


Red Mtn Fire



Cliff, Mallo, Sugarloaf Fires 
7/17
6,100 acres


Hardy, Lost Pipe, Middle
7/17
5,550 acres


Shamrock East

7/17
   469 acres

County:  Mendocino

Affected Communities: 
Foster Creek, Greenfield Ranch, Chicken Ridge, Orr Springs Road, Hearst, Cherry Ck, Running Springs, Rockport, Fort Bragg, Ukiah Valley, Cummings, Legget, Signal Ridge, Sky Ranch Estates, Howard Ck.
Agencies in Command: CAL FIRE’s Mendocino Unit (MEU): CAL FIRE ICT # 4 (Waterman)
Start Report Date:  6/20/08
1800 hrs.  
Containment Date:  7/17/08
Total Acres:
54,819
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $66,000,000 per 209 on 12/1/08
Firefighter Assigned at Peak: 2,290 on 7/16
Structures Destroyed:  2 total (1 residence and 1 outbuilding)
Structures Damaged:  0
Fatalities:  1 on 7/3 – Mendocino County local government volunteer firefighter
Fuels: Timber, brush, and grass
Cause:  Lightning
Narrative Summary:


While the Mendocino Unit was able to contain most of its 129 lightning fires within a few days after the storm, about a dozen fires became large, damaging fires that took several weeks to contain.

Fires of strategic concern for the long-term included the Mallo, Cliff, and Sugarloaf fires in the rugged heavily timbered southwest coastal area between Boonville and Point Arena. Some distance to the north, the Navarro Fire was also actively burning in redwood timber. These fires burned a significant amount of commercial timberland.


A second major group of large damaging fires was concentrated along the coast north of Fort Bragg, where the Middle, Hardy, Lost Pipe, and Little Juan Creek fires burned in valuable redwood timber. Several of these fires were on the lands of Mendocino Redwood Company, which took aggressive independent firefighting action on its own until CAL FIRE could obtain enough suppression resources to begin staffing these fires.


A third group of major fires was located to the west of the county seat of Ukiah, where the Orr Series Jack Smith, Horse, and Low Gap fires had the potential to merge into one giant fire, which could then pose a significant threat to the heavily populated Ukiah Valley. Evacuation plans for the Ukiah area were developed in conjunction with Mendocino County authorities, but large-scale evacuations did not become necessary. These fires did threaten Montgomery Woods State Park, and Orr’s Springs Resort, where some evacuations took place.

Several other fires, including the Red Mountain, Indian, Butch, Jamison, and Travis Fires became large due to their locations in remote, rugged, difficult to access, mountainous terrain. It just took a while to gather enough suppression resources to get around these fires. The Red Mountain Fire was particularly troublesome, burning with high intensity on several days and threatened a high-value international fiber optic communications cable.

The geographic scope of this complex provided a significant organizational and logistics challenge for the Unit and CAL FIRE’s Incident Command Team #4, but creative tactics, determination, hard work and cooperation between state and local agencies and the large, private landowners proved a winning combination in the long run.


This complex resulted in the burning of more than $65 million of commercial timber, but only two structures were lost. Sadly, a volunteer firefighter from the Anderson Valley Volunteer Fire Department lost his life fighting these fires.

