Complex Name: June Lightning (LMU)
Number of Fires:
50
Major Fires:
Popcorn/Peterson and Corral became separate complexes
County:
Lassen
Affected Communities:

Agencies in Command:
CAL FIRE’s Lassen-Modoc-Plumas Unit





USFS Lassen National Forest





BLM Susanville District
Start Report Date:
6/21/08
Containment Date:

Total Acres:

Direct Fire Suppression Costs:

Firefighters Assigned at Peak:

Structures Destroyed:

Structures Damaged:

Fatalities:

Fuels:
Timber, brush, grass
Cause:
Lightning
Summary:
By the evening of June 21st, the Lassen Modoc Plumas Unit (LMU) was reporting a total of 26 fires, with 20 of the fires unstaffed because of poor access and limited available equipment.  Conditions did not improved over night and the next morning dawned with 45 total fires, 30 which were unstaffed.  

In the Unit, limited firefighting resources were available due to the heavy commitment on multiple fires in other areas of the Northern Region. These fires had occurred prior to the dry lightning hitting LMU. The Unit normally staffs 13 front-line fire engines. By using reserve engines, conservation camp protection engines, and rented local government apparatus, LMU staffed a total of 21 fire engines during the June Siege.  Most of these were sent to fires in other units.  Incidentally, many LMU employees and their families live within areas that were threatened by fire and under evacuation orders.
By June 22, 2008, there were a total of 52 fires burning on CAL FIRE direct protection lands in the Lassen Modoc Plumas Unit. Remarkably, all but 2 of these fires were contained at less than 100 acres. Due to the severely limited fire and support resources, the 2 major fires (Popcorn & Corral) both required Type 1 incident command organizational structures. The heavy commitment of CAL FIRE Incident Command Teams in other areas necessitated the use of Federal Incident Management Teams (IMT) on these State fires. 
The Popcorn Fire which originated on the Shasta-Trinity Unit spread onto LMU on June 22 and LMU assumed command.  The fire, burning in the Popcorn Wild and Scenic Area, was an immediate threat to the Pitt River Power transmission lines, precautionary evacuations were in progress and helicopters, engines and crews were identified as critical resource needs.  This fire was the number one priority.

By June 23 at 1800 hours, fire fighting personnel were having good success with 44 of 52 total fires contained.  Reconnaissance aircraft was used to fly the unit looking for hold over (undetected/unreported) fires from the prior days lightning.  A new fire was discovered late in the afternoon in Gooch Valley (Corral Fire CA-LMU-002759).

Separate reporting of Popcorn fire and Corral Fire began June 24.  No new fires were reported after the discovery of the Corral Fire.  All of the remaining fires in the LMU June Lightning Complex were being mopped up and patrolled.  Excess resources and personnel were being reassigned to the Corral Fire.  

The incident commander declared the LMU June lightning Complex 100% contained on June 25 at a total of 50 acres burned between the 50 fires.


