Complex Name:  Humboldt Complex
Number of Fires:  60

Paradise Fire 

7/14/08
950 acres

Lone Pine Fire

6/24/08
  95

Williams Fire

6/24/08
  30

Carson Fire

6/24/08
  55


High Fire

6/24/08

Larabee

Redcrest
County:  Humboldt
Affected Communities:  Shelter Cove (Paradise Fire)
Agencies in Command:  CAL FIRE’s Humboldt-Del Norte Unit (HUU), 



Briceland Volunteer Fire Department 
Start Report Date:  6/21/08
0001 hrs.  
Containment Date:  7/14/08
Total Acres:
1,325 acres 
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $9,000,000 (from 209)
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:  1325
Structures Destroyed:  0
Structures Damaged:  0
Fatalities:  0
Fuels:  Timber including old growth redwood, heavy slash, timber reproduction, & grass
Cause:  lightning
The Humboldt-Del Norte Unit isn’t well known for fire campaigns. It’s cool mountain mornings and coastal fog that lasts for weeks typically doesn’t allow the fire activity seen in other parts of the state. When a wildfire does erupt it is usually during the fall after the long, hot summer when fuel moistures are nearly zero. Even then they are few and far between. 

This year, however, was something entirely different. Not much rain during the usually dripping wet winter and spring months and no significant fire activity for the past three years added up to favorable fire conditions. Enter a dry lightning storm on the night of June 20, 2008.  It ignited scores of fires throughout hundreds of square miles of remote and rugged terrain, stretching resources thin over night. 

Although the majority of the fires were extinguished within the first two days, five fires stood out as significant threats: High, Larabee, Redcrest, Lone Pine, and Paradise. The most parlous of those emerged as the Paradise Incident. Named for its location on Paradise Ridge in the King’s Range on Bureau of Land Management preserve, it threatened the seaside community of Shelter Cove. First on the scene of the fire was the Briceland Fire Department. As other fires drained fire suppression resources from CALFIRE, the Paradise Incident was left in the capable hands of the volunteers well beyond its initial attack phase. Where other volunteer fire companies acquiesced to California’s Fire Department immediately upon availability of an incident commander, the Paradise IC remained Diana Totten of Beginnings Fire Department for many days after its ignition, a move prompted by Operations Chiefs. It was a definite success story of local government participating with CALFIRE. Totten had a good plan of suppression coupled with her department’s familiarity of the area and outstanding dedication. 

As resources became more available and other smaller fires in the region were quelled, personnel including OES engine companies, conservation camp crews and air resources pooled into base camp. It was no surprise that some fire fighters, tired from a season that started at the beginning of May were confused to come off of the Humboldt Incident in Paradise to the Paradise Incident in Humboldt. 

The steep topography of Paradise Ridge yielded a low rate of injury considering the level of difficulty the terrain had to offer. The helitack program did a short haul rescue of a bee sting victim and local government extracted injured fire fighters out of a jagged ravine in the early morning hours who suffered from falling boulders. 

All in all, it was a call of duty above and beyond by all cooperators to contain the Paradise Incident to 1,000 acres where it had the very real potential of consuming the 60,000 acres of the King’s Range. The nearly evacuated sea park community of Shelter Cove was left unharmed. Many heroes emerged from the three week long siege during a highly unusual early summer storm.
