Complex Name: Hell’s Half Complex
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Number of Fires:
17
Major Fires:
Half, Grouse
County:
Humboldt and Trinity
Affected Communities:
Hyampom
Agencies in Command:
USFS, Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity National Forests
Start Report Date:
6/20/08
Containment Date:
7/28/08
Total Acres:

Direct Fire Suppression Costs:
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:
Structures Destroyed:
1
Structures Damaged:
Fatalities:

Fuels:
Timber, timber plantations, brush
Cause:
Lightning
Summary:

The Hell’s Half Complex started as multiple starts due to lightning on June 20, 2008. The complex consisted of fire locations on either side of the South Fork of the Trinity River in Humboldt and Trinity Counties. On the east side of the river was the Half Incident. The fire made a major run from its mid-slope position to the top of the ridge reaching the forest boundary with the Shasta-Trinity and was unstaffed. On the west side of the river, there are several fires that have the potential to merge together burning an estimated 9,000 acres of timberland and threatening the community of Hyampom.  

By June 26th, a Type 2 team assumed command of the complex with total acreage estimated at 1,450 acres. Of the original 17 fires, eight have been contained. Plantation loss on 6/23 was significant. The fires on the west side: Sims, Grouse, Gary, and Sugarloaf fires have merged together and are now called the Grouse Fire and is 30% contained. The Half Fire is 0% contained and continued to be monitored. A Fire Weather Watch was issued for Friday evening through Sunday evening. 

Both fires continued to grow to the south and east, threatening residences and infra-structure. The Half Fire spread to within one-mile of structures and moved onto the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. The Grouse fire was within one mile of the Route 6 power line corridor.  A population protection plan was drafted in coordination with Trinity County Sheriff and local volunteer fire departments.

On July 10th record heat and critically low humidity created extreme burning conditions and the Grouse and Half fires grew together (the two fires were renamed the Hell’s Half Fire). Significant fire activity destroyed one seasonal residence in the Grouse Creek area, and triggered the evacuation of 5 residences in Big Slide and 50 residences in the West Hyampon area. The transmission line along Grouse Creek also had to be de-energized, leaving approximately 300 residences without power. Competition for resources continued to hamper fire fighting efforts. Over 4,000 acres burned in one day, and by the following morning, the Hell’s Half Complex was reported as 7,858 acres and 29% contained. 

By July 18th, the Hell’s Half Fire was 10,424 acres and 40% contained. Fifty-six residences in the Big Slide and Hyampon West areas were still under evacuation and fifteen occupied dwellings and outbuildings in the Dry Lake area were under mandatory evacuation. Although the power line near Grouse Creek was re-energized on the 13th, it continued to be threatened.   
Hell’s Half Complex was 100% contained on July 28, 2008 at ________ acres.
