Complex Name: Gap Fire 
Number of Fires: 1
Major fires: Gap Fire 
County: Santa Barbara
Affected Communities: Santa Barbara, Goleta
Agencies in Command: USFS, Los Padres National Forest (LPF)




 Santa Barbara County Fire Department
Start Report Date:  7/01/08
Containment Date: 7/28/08
Total Acres: 9,443 acres
Direct Fire Suppression Costs: $20,970,000
Firefighters Assigned at Peak: 1,387
Structures Destroyed: 4 outbuildings
Structures Damaged:   0 
Fatalities: 0
Fuels:  Heavy brush 
Cause: 
Summary Narrative:

The Gap Fire burned on the steep slopes above the cities of Santa Barbara and Goleta. Dense fifty-year old brush and extremely difficult terrain proved to be a significant challenge to firefighting personnel. During its initial operational periods the fire was driven downhill by Sundowner winds and burned to the edges of Goleta & Santa Barbara. It was necessary to mobilize multiple strike teams of Type 1 engines to provide sufficient resources for structure protection; this was done by the assistance of OES working within the Master Mutual Aid System. After two days the winds subsided and firefighters began to work the mountainous terrain in order to fully contain the fire.
