Complex Name:  Corral Fire
Number of Fires:  1
Major fires (acres & containment date if available):  NA
County:  Lassen
Affected Communities:  Gooch Valley 
Agencies in Command:  CAL FIRE’s Lassen-Modoc-Plumas Unit (LMU) using a federal T-1 IMT
Start Report Date:  6/23/08
2000 hrs.  
Containment Date:  7/7/08
Total Acres:
12,434 acres
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $3,600,000 
Firefighters Assigned at Peak:  397
Structures Destroyed:  0
Structures Damaged:  0
Fatalities:  0
Fuels: Timber, brush, & grass
Cause:  Lightning
Narrative Summary:
The Corral Fire was reported at 2000 on June 23rd (as one of the approximately 50 fires under the LMU June Lightning Complex CA-LMU-002605), but was separated from the Complex and given its own incident number. 

The Corral Fire was approximately 25 miles down a gravel road from Highway 139 and the CAL FIRE Grasshopper Fire Station in Lassen County. The fire spread from a lightning strike in eastside pine by a Southwest wind. By 0300 hours the fire was well established in downed heavy fuels. The structure threat was minimal due to the remote location. The fire burned USFS (Lassen National Forest) and BLM ownership, along with prime private commercial timber property and was entirely within CAL FIRE jurisdiction.  . 

Within 24 hours the fire had grown to 500 acres with topography as the primary influence on forward spread. The winds had diminished and the humidity increased.
On the afternoon of June 26th, the winds increased again lowering the humidity and spot fire activity increased. By the end of the day the fire was over 2,200 acres with spotting a mile away.  The following day, the weather moderated allowing containment lines to hold and mop up on the heel.  
These favorable conditions did not last…at approximately 1500 on June 28th a thunder cell collapsed with peak wind gusts of 50 MPH causing rapid rates of fire spread, frequent spotting and the loss of established control lines. Resources disengaged and retreated to safety zones as a precautionary measure.  The closest air tanker bases (Chester and Chico) were smoked out by other fires increasing flight turn around times.  By the morning of June 29th it was being reported the fire had increased to approximately 10,000 acres consuming valuable commercial timber in the Upper Gooch Valley. 
Approximately 50 new fires started from the prior day’s thunderstorm activity in the unit.  All were quickly contained except for one (Dixie Fire). Many of the Corral resources were reassigned to the new fires. 

Now at an estimated 15,000 acres on June 30th at 1800, the CAL FIRE initial attack IC Barry was relieved as command was transitioned to IMT Northern Rockies – Dave Larsen, IC.  For possibly the first time in CAL FIRE history, a Federal IMT was assigned to command a State fire. The Northern Rockies IMT was assigned for nearly 2 weeks. The Team members commented many times throughout the incident that they had never before received such clear direction and expectations as they did from LMU.

Afternoon southwest winds and extremely low fuel moistures combined to continue to drive rapid rates of spread and spotting in the pine timber, shrubs and grasslands until nighttime temperatures and humidity recoveries allowed for fire line construction.

On July 3rd, Incident Commander Dave Larsen predicts containment by July 7th only if needed resources on order arrived as expected. By July 6th there are over 20 engines, seven dozers, seven crews, ten water tenders and 300 personnel committed.  Besides California, personnel working on this incident came from states including Washington, Oregon, Wyoming, Idaho, Louisiana and Montana.  

Since the fire occurred during our Nation’s most celebrated patriotic Holiday, a Fourth of July Parade was held at Incident Base.  Resources including the vendors participated in the parade and were later treated to a simulated fireworks display. Chemical light sticks and vehicle emergency warning lights provided the visual effects, while the great attitudes and imaginations of all of the participants made for an enjoyable celebration.

On July 7th at 1800 the Corral fire is 100% contained at 12,434 acres.  Burned ownership included the USFS at 4,747 acres, BLM with 1,089 acres and Private lands at 6,598 acres.

