Complex Name:  Butte Lightning Complex
Number of Fires:  41
Major fires (containment date & acres if available):  

Rim –


 7/2

West – Includes Flea Valley 3, Empire, Sawmill & Oakway Fires – 7/6


Camp – Camp & Pit fires merged 7/14; contained 7/29


Smokey Fires – includes Little Smokey & Smokey; lined 
7/7


Breakneck

7/12


Frey (Managed by IMT #3 – Canyon Complex), back to Butte Complex 7/21


Hwy 70 Fires


BTU complex assumed command of & containment dates:



A-2 

7/15



Saddle

7/11



Pit



Belden (transferred back to Canyon Complex on 7/16)

County:  Butte
Affected Communities: Butte Meadows, Jonesville, Jarbo Gap, Concow, Yankee Hill, Cohasset, Forest Ranch, Paradise, Magalia, Sterling City, Belden, Coutolenc 
Agencies in Command: CAL FIRE’s Butte Unit (BTU): CAL FIRE ICT # 9 (Lewin & Morris) and ICT #5 (Streblow)
Start Report Date:  6/21/08
1400 hrs.  
Containment Date:  7/29/08
Total Acres:
59,440
Direct Fire Suppression Costs:  $94,825,683 per 209
Firefighters Assigned at Peak: 3,290 on 7/12
Structures Destroyed:  117 total (106 residences and 11 outbuildings)
Structures Damaged:  0
Fatalities:  2 (1 civilian in Concow area and 1 off-duty FF assigned to the incident)
Fuels: Timber, logging slash, brush, and grass
Cause:  Lightning
Narrative Summary:

While the Butte Unit was able to contain most of its 41 lightning fires early on, several fires in the rugged Feather River Canyon would eventually merge into one large Camp Fire (pun intended?) that would pose a long-term threat to the Town of Paradise, Highway 70 and the Union Pacific Railroad, and the PG&E electric power generation and transmission facilities along the river.

Two other large fires, the Smokey Fire along Highway 32 between Chico and Chester and the Frey Fire near Feather Falls, provided enough of a threat to severely complicate the strategic and logistic pictures for the unit.


The Camp Fire was the primary concern, as it posed the greatest threat to highly populated areas, including the Town of Paradise, and the communities of Concow, Jarbo Gap, Yankee Hill, Magalia, and Paradise Pines.

One of the biggest problems firefighters faced was the presence of strong, gusty down-canyon winds that frequently occur at night in the Feather River Canyon. These winds caused the fire to jump Highway 70, and pushed the fire into Concow, where about 50 residences were destroyed and one civilian life was lost.


Other challenges included the effect of active fires burning nearby on the Canyon Complex (Plumas National Forest), which alternatively threatened to merge with the other fires, or threatened populated areas, which necessitated the redeployment of fire engines for structure protection assignments on other fires. The continued closure of Highway 70 made for difficult logistics between the Butte Complex and the Canyon Complex, so some fires were traded back and forth, depending on which command structure could most effectively deal with them at the time, giving the conditions. Another complication arose when a new fire popped up in between the two complexes, making it dangerous to put people on the lines in between the three fires.


The Rim, West, and Smokey fire complexes were contained at the end of the first week in July, while the Saddle and Breakneck fire complexes took another week to contain.


Another gusty wind event caused the Camp Fire to jump containment lines and burn into a snag patch from a previous fire, which caused a significant setback to containment efforts.


The Frey Fire and the Camp Fire Complex were not fully contained until nearly the end of July.

