California National Guard (CANG) – While a small contingent of National Guard resources (primarily MAFFS air tankers, helicopters and bulldozers) is always prepared for fire assignments, the governor’s commitment of 2,000 CANG soldiers to be trained and deployed as firefighter hand crews was a record. Soldiers have not been used as firefighters since 1977, and fire managers were pleasantly surprised by the performance of the National Guard fire crews. Apparently, the Guard has changed dramatically, possibly because of its commitment to overseas combat duties. Fire managers and crew supervisors repeatedly commented on the enthusiasm, willingness to work, endurance, competitive spirit and dedication of the National Guard soldier/firefighters who made substantial contributions to the firefight.

