On Friday, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger ordered 2,000 National Guard troops to be called up and trained for firefighting duties. Having already trained some CANG task forces, the fire agencies now had to really upsize the training effort. They also had to initiate a nationwide search for available qualified fire crew leaders to accompany each crew of soldiers. The guard personnel were to be given three days of basic wildland firefighting and safety classroom training in groups of 200 (ten 20-person crews) by CAL FIRE crew supervisors at the Forest Service training facility at McClellan Field in Sacramento. The crews would then move out to the fireline for two days of intensive on-the-job training in the real world of sweat, dirt and smoke.

Members of the California National Guard receive basic firefighter training at McClellan Field (CANG).
