Sidebar:  CANG Team Dozer


One of the first ground elements from the California National Guard (CANG) to respond as part of the Operation Lightning Strike firefighting effort was “Team Dozer.” The team, a component of the 649th Engineering Company from Red Bluff, was composed of eight transports, eight specially modified bulldozers and 32 people.


First, the dozers received two improvements for this mission, including roll cages to protect operators in case the dozer should turn over while operating in hazardous terrain, and fire curtains to help shield soldiers from the heat and flying embers caused by the fires.


Next, their equipment received thorough maintenance checks. All bolts and nuts were tightened; tires were rotated, repaired or replaced; and engines were inspected and serviced.


Finally, the soldiers received new fire retardant uniforms to help keep them safe in a hazardous working environment.


The dozers were used to create fire breaks by removing all combustible material and creating a barrier of dirt so the fire had nothing to burn and could not continue to spread. It was the first time that the 649th had been tasked with fighting fires, instead of just handling troop transportation duties during a natural disaster.

Some “Big Iron”; bulldozers from the California National Guard prepared for fire duty (CNG).

