Sidebar:  National Guard Soldiers Guard Nation’s Largest Ponderosa Pine


The California National Guard’s Task Force “Pick” came to the rescue when one of the wildfires in the Lime/Alps Complex threatened our nation’s tallest Ponderosa Pine tree near Hayfork, CA.


Ponderosa Pines are plentiful in the forests of the western US; they are one of the most widely distributed pines in North America. They also have an average height at maturity of 180 feet and can live up to 600 or more years.


When the crew of 20 CNG firefighters reached this pine’s location, a few miles north of the Forest Glen campground in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, they knew right away that this tree was something special. Standing 240.5 feet high, with a trunk nearly eight feet thick and an age estimated at 700+ years (American Forests National Register of Big Trees) this was definitely a tree worth saving.


The task wasn’t easy. With low-hanging branches and surrounded by a thick blanket of needles peppered with pine cones, the tree was threatened by sparks and embers from nearby fires that could easily ignite the tree if the wind shifted.


The CNG fire crew spent hours trimming the low-hanging branches and cleared a wide area around the tree to eliminate any fuel source on the ground. They then spent the rest of the day cutting down neighboring small trees and stacking the piles of wood that could burn far away from the big tree. They also set up a water sprinkler system to keep the cleared perimeter moist.

The Soldier/firefighters were proud of the work they did to save this heritage tree, a most unusual task.

NOTE: Insert photo of largest Ponderosa Pine tree (SHF).

