Sidebar:  DMAT and CANG Combine Resources for Fireline EMS
When a Los Angeles County firefighter, working on a fire in Mendocino County, cut his leg, he got 21 stitches from a National Guard physician’s assistant working side-by-side with DMAT volunteers to bring Emergency Medical Services to the firelines. DMAT stands for Disaster Medical Assistance Team, a volunteer organization under contract with CAL FIRE to provide free medical care to those on the fireline. Because DMAT personnel are volunteers with job commitments, there is not always a doctor or PA available, especially when so many fires demand so much in services. As they did during Hurricane Katrina and the Southern California wildfires of 2007, the National Guard medical personnel teamed up with DMAT volunteers to make the best use of scarce resources. The CANG has also supplied ambulance services, providing the capability to project these EMS teams forward onto the fireline to more quickly treat firefighter injuries.
