Sidebar:  California National Guard Assets Battle Wildfires


The California National Guard (CNG), with support from National Guard equipment and personnel from other states, was providing 12 rotary-wing aircraft, eight fixed-wing aircraft and more than 200 personnel to assist in extinguishing the California lightning fires by today.


The 12 helicopters, including eight from California and four from other states, consist of five UH-60 Blackhawks, one UH-70 Firehawk, one CH-47 Chinook, and one OH-58 Kiowa.


The CNG is providing the following fixed-wing aircraft in support of the wildfires: one C-130J for personnel and equipment transport and two RC-26 aircraft for aerial imagery. The North Carolina Air National Guard, the California Air National Guard, the Wyoming Air National Guard and the Air Force Reserve are each providing two C-130H aircraft outfitted with the Modular Airborne Fire Fighting Systems (MAFFS). Each of these aircraft carries up to 3,000 gallons of fire retardant in a pressurized tank system that allows the retardant to offload in an even flow, preventing gaps in the retardant line.


Along with aircraft, the CNG was also providing two advanced mobile communications and data platforms (IC4U) to assist with command and control of operations in remote areas, one Heavy Expanded Mobile Tactical Truck for refueling and a 5,000 gallon water tender.

