Volunteer Firefighter (VFF) recruit Bob Roland, 63, of Anderson Valley, CA. suffered fatigue and respiratory difficulties on the afternoon of July 2, 2008, while working on the Oso Fire (Mendocino Lightning complex), located approximately nine miles northwest of the community of Boonville.  Mr. Roland was transported to Ukiah Valley Medical Center where he passed away during the early morning hours of July 3, 2008.  VFF Roland grew up in Southern California and was a Volunteer Firefighter for CDF Riverside as a teenager.  VFF Roland was a Marine Corps pilot from 1967 to 1977 and flew F-4 fighters.  He retired from an aeronautical engineering firm in San Diego County and relocated to Anderson Valley in early 2008.  
VFF Roland is survived by his wife of 33 years, Carol.  Private Services were held on Tuesday, July 8, 2008.  In Bob’s memory, the family requested that to honor VFF Roland’s sacrifice, all energy be put into successfully fighting the Mendocino Lightning Complex fires; and recognizing the importance of family, they urged all Firefighters to spend as much time with their families as possible.
