Social Impacts_Air Quality_ June 26

Air quality was impaired throughout the siege, putting asmatics and other smoke sensitive populations at risk for days, and at times creating unhealthy conditions for the general public. Air quality districts closely monitored particulates and issued public health advisories in response to the heavy smoke concentrations. Several major inversions trapped smoke close to the ground, preventing dispersion into the atmosphere. Air quality impacts occurred across the region, even in parts of the state that were many miles away from the fires. Smoke impacts also impaired visibility which limited the use of aircraft for firefighting during the siege. 

The trough that had triggered the thunderstorms on June 20-21 moved through California on the 22nd, allowing an upper-level ridge to build which strengthened the inversion over central California.  On June 25th, another upper-level trough developed in the east Pacific. The upper-level ridge over California continued to keep c strong inversion in place, and air quality deteriorated. 
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PM 2.5 Spike in Ukiah 


Particulate matter levels recorded in Ukiah peaked on June 26, far exceeding the national air quality standard of 35 mg/m3 for a daily average.  

[image: image2.emf]  Smoke indued haze seen above California  on June 27. 






