TO BE INCORPORATED INTO PREPAREDNESS SECTION…

The early spring drought conditions prompted the addition of severity staffing at Yosemite National Park in mid-May, followed by additional staffing at Joshua Tree National Park and Mojave National Preserve in mid-June.  Each of these staffing increases were for 30 day commitments. All were prior to the unexpected June lightning event and all increased availability of staffing for engine response.
Conversely, a long term severity cap had been placed on the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 2007 by the national office. This was a combined salary cap for three Regions (Pacific, Western and Navajo).  The Navajo and Western regions typically have an earlier fire season than the Pacific region, so when the 2008 fire season began in California, the availability of long term severity funding was limited for tribal lands.  
