Chief Packer

Chief Daniel Bruce Packer, 49, of Lake Tapps, Washington, suffered fatal injuries resulting from thermal burns and smoke inhalation on July 26, 2008 after deploying his fire shelter on the Panther Fire  in the Klamath National Forest, about 15 miles south of Happy Camp in southwestern Siskiyou County. Packer was on a scouting mission as a Division Supervisor when the fire activity suddenly increased.
Packer had worked for the Burien/Normandy Park Fire Department from 1981 through 1994, before taking  the positon of Battalion Chief for the Bonney Lake Fire Department, and was then promoted to Chief for East Pierce County Fire and Rescue.

Packer had been voted “Firefighter of the Year” by his department in 1992.  Packer had been instrumental in the  development of a “Children’s Fire Safety House” trailer, and had served as President of the Washington fire Chief’s Convention. 

Memorial services were held on August 7, 2008 at the The Christian Faith Center in Burien, Washington.  Chief Packer is survived by his wife Marylee, four daughters and two grandchildren.  

