	BURNED AREA EMERGENCY STABILIZATION PLAN

	WALLOW FIRE

	RECREATIONAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT



I. OBJECTIVES

· Assess potential damage from wildland fire, suppression activities, and post fire erosion to the Rattlesnake Point trail and associated campsites on the Fort Apache Indian Reservation

II. ISSUES

· The Rattlesnake Point trail that extends from Rattlesnake Point down to the Black River was burned over in the Wallow fire, which could lead to potential tree hazards along the trail and increased trail erosion.
· Primitive campsites located at the top of the trail on Rattlesnake Point and at the bottom of trail, along the Black River, were burned over in the fire.  Risks to human life/safety could include tree hazards in both locations and flooding of sites along the Black River.

Note: Separate from the Rattlesnake Point trail and campsites issue is concern for the primitive campsites along the Black River on the White Mountain Apache and San Carlos Reservations that may be impacted by increased flows following rain events; this issue is addressed in the “Soil and Watershed Resource Assessment”.

III.	OBSERVATIONS

A.	Background 

	The Fort Apache Indian Reservation has no formal recreational trail system, but the Rattlesnake Point trail is a recognized trail that people use to hike from Rattlesnake Point downslope to the Black River.   Most trail users are tribal members.  The trail begins at the end of Reservation road Y79 on Rattlesnake Point at an elevation of roughly 7350’, and descends approximately one mile down the steep slope to the Black River, a drop of over 700’ elevation.  Two primitive campsites are located at the end of the road on Rattlesnake Point.  At the bottom of the trail, on a terrace along the river within a Ponderosa pine stand, sit four campfire rings that have seen varying levels of use.   Concern over adverse effects of the fire to the trail was raised in the Agency in-briefing on June 21, 2011.  Although impacts to the primitive campsites were not raised at the in-briefing, an assessment was made of those resources, both at the top of the trail on Rattlesnake Point and at the bottom of the trail along the Black River. 

B.	Reconnaissance Methodology and Results 

	BAER team members Jack Oelfke and Juliette Nabahe completed a site visit to the Rattlesnake Point area on 6/24/2011.  Observations were made of burn conditions along the trail to assess potential post-burn impacts.  The campsites found at the bottom of the trail along the Black River and at the trailhead on Rattlesnake Point were assessed for hazard trees, and those along the Black River were assessed for flooding potential. Photographs and field notes were gathered to describe site conditions.

C.	Findings 
		
Rattlesnake Point Trail:  

The Rattlesnake Trail appears to have little formal maintenance, with no water bars or drains and considerable rock and debris on the tread.  Trail grades range considerably along the length of the trail, from 0-20%, and tread width varies from a trace to 2’ wide.  The upper ¼ of the trail traverses cross-slope below Rattlesnake Point, while the lower ¾ of the roughly one-mile long trail follows the ridgeline downslope until ending at Black River.  The trail passes through an open ponderosa pine forest with an understory of dispersed shrubs and grasses.

Burn severity on either side of the trail appears low.  Fine fuels were not fully consumed; some bunchgrass is unburned and fine woody fuel structure remains intact in many areas.  Much of the area has surface rocks, and the pine overstory remains intact.   The only portion of the trail that has burned slope above it is the upper ¼ mile of trail, but at no point does the slope extend more than 50 feet above the trail.  The remainder of the trail (3/4 mile) follows the spine of the ridge downslope.  As such, concern that post-burn erosion will cause trail degradation is very low.  

Two burned trees near the top of the trail will eventually fall, but given the extremely transient nature of any target (hikers merely walking past the trees), they should not be considered as hazard trees.  Similarly, there is one burned snag near the bottom of the trail, but there is no target of concern.

There were no adverse impacts found from fire suppression actions. 

Campsites along the Black River:  

Four scattered campsites are located at the bottom of the trail, on a wide Ponderosa pine-forested terrace along the river.  Two of the campsites have metal firegrates and appear to be regularly used, while the other two have rock circles for campfire rings and appear to have very irregular use. 

The general campsite areas were checked for hazard trees.  The campsite at the bottom of the trail appears to have regular use.  One snag is within 50’ of the fire ring, but it leans away from the site and was not weakened by the fire.  The other most-heavily used campsite (farthest site to the west) has no snag/hazard tree concerns.  The two other campsites appear to get very little use; one has a snag within 20’ of the fire ring, but it was not weakened by the low-intensity fire.

As previously noted, the campsites lie within a Ponderosa pine forest growing on a stream terrace.  There is no evidence of recent flood activity on this terrace, but consistent with conclusions drawn for other campsites along the Black River, the campsites should be closed to use through the 2011 monsoon season and the usual 2011-12 winter/spring runoff, and evaluated locally if they can open before the 2012 monsoon season.  The burned watershed upstream from this area increases the risk of flooding to the campsites, and with no warning capability in the area any campers who are sleeping could be at risk following rain events.  See the “Soil and Watershed Assessment” report for a more thorough discussion.  

There were no adverse impacts found from fire suppression actions. 

Campsites along road at Rattlesnake Point trailhead: 

There are two firerings along the road that dead-ends at the trailhead.  Neither appears to get much use.  The surrounding topography is relatively flat and burn intensity was very low, so no flooding concerns exist.  One fire ring has two small burned snags next to it.  One large snag is also near the fire rings, but it was not affected or weakened by the fire.  Although use appears low at these sites, consideration should be given to removing the two small burned snags, and the large unburned snag should be evaluated for removal.

IV.	RECOMMENDATIONS


A.     	Emergency Stabilization

The recommended treatment is linked to specifications found within the “Soil and Watershed Assessment”, as listed below.

B. Management Recommendation – (Non Specification)


Consistent with four specifications discussed in the “Soil and Watershed Assessment” (FTA 3 - Road Closure Safety Gates; SCA 6 - Road Closure Safety Gates; FTA 2 – Flood Warning Signs; and SCA 5 – Flood Warning Signs) the campsites along the Black River should be closed for the 2011 monsoon season and 2011-12 winter/spring runoff season and then be evaluated locally if they should open before the 2012 monsoon season.  Flood warning signs should be installed at the trailhead on Rattlesnake Point and in the campsites at the trail’s end along the Black River to warn of potential flood events following the fire.  

One campsite near the trailhead on Rattlesnake Point has two small burned snags close to the fire ring.  The campsite appears rarely used, but it is recommended these two snags be felled to remove any threat to humans who may use the site.

A larger, unburned snag is also near this campsite, and should be evaluated for removal.

V.	CONSULTATIONS

Joe Ringelberg, Pre-sales Supervisory Forester, Ft. Apache Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs
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	None



Jack Oelfke, Environmental Protection Specialist, South BAER Team, Chief of Natural and Cultural Resources, North Cascades National Park Service Complex, WA, 360-854-7310
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