Executive Summary – Vegetation

Vegetation – The purpose of the vegetation assessment was to determine if lands burned directly by the wildfires are likely to recover naturally from severe fire damage or if emergency stabilization treatments are required to ensure that vegetative recovery will emulate historic or pre-fire ecosystem structure, function, diversity and dynamics.  This vegetation assessment includes the development of treatments to prevent the establishment and spread of noxious and invasive weed species within the burned area and to protect recovering vegetation resources from off-road human use, and protection of public health and safety.  Critical habitat for the California gnatcatcher, Quino checkerspot butterfly, and listed species such as the Otay tarplant and Mexican flannel bush makes vegetative recovery a significant issue.  This assessment also includes management recommendations combined with treatments for the protection of recovering burned areas to benefiting vegetation recovery and soil stability.

Vegetation above ground kill was used to classify impacts to vegetation resources on the fires, since most all species are expected to resprout or reseed.  Kill was determined to be 48% high, 31% moderate, 13% low, and 8% low to unburned.  Numerous ecological vegetation types classified within the fire by LANDFIRE were grouped into a final 12 types.  Predominant among these groups are Southern California Coastal Scrub, Southern California Dry Mesic Chaparral, and Southern California Oak Woodland and Savanna.  Mixed conifer occurred in the higher elevations within the Poomacha Fire.

Noxious and invasive non-native plant species are present within the fire area.  Additional populations were mapped as part of the vegetation field assessment.  These species are expected to expand their range unless detection and control treatments are proposed.  Early detection (monitoring) and control treatments are proposed.  The major strategy of the vegetation treatments is to allow native shrubs and grasses to recover to a point except in areas where designated Critical Habitat for listed T&E species occurs.

Invasive weed treatments adjacent to or beyond current infestations and at new infestations are proposed.  Treatments are needed to prevent expansion on invasive species aggravated by the fire or fire suppression activities.  A treatment specification to monitor for additional infestations or spread of existing communities has been prepared.  Specifications for permanent and temporary fence repair and replacement for protection of vegetation recovery from OHV usage have been prepared.  These fences will also protect designated Critical Habitat.  Tree hazards will be identified and mitigated where found, especially around homesites, roads, and urban interfaces.  Collection and spreading of native species seed will also protect designated Critical Habitat from expansion of non-native, undesirable weed and annual species.  Specifications are proposed to monitor treatment effectiveness and possible spread of invasives. 

