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I. Purpose:

This Operations Plan is prepared by the Rapid City Air Tanker Base Staff in order to conduct simultaneous loading and fueling in a safe and efficient manner. There are currently no outlined procedures for simultaneous loading and fueling in the Interagency Air Tanker Base Operations Guide (IATBOG). This Plan will serve as an instruction and training guide to begin implementation of these new procedures.

II. Authority:

All airtanker operations will be conducted within the guidelines as established by the IATBOG, aircraft contracts and established base and aircraft operational plans. Copies of these documents are kept in the base library. While the IATBOG currently prohibits the simultaneous loading and fueling of airtankers, the Deputy Chief has issued a letter to allow this type of operation when certain criteria have been met. Part of that criterion will be to have this plan included as an appendix to the Base Supplement. The list of training materials and requirements to be able to accomplish these procedures safely are outlined later in this plan. 

III. Distribution:

A copy of this plan will be provided to all airtanker base personnel and the retardant contractors at the beginning of each season. Anybody taking part in the simultaneous loading and fueling of airtankers will have read this plan and completed the training requirements set forth in it. 

IV. Risk Assessment:

A risk assessment has been completed by the individual airtanker contractors and submitted to the National Office and each ATBM that will or could be involved in simultaneous loading and fueling. A test was conducted by San Dimas Technology and Development Center to test the static electricity output of the retardant loading hose while filling an airtanker with retardant. The test showed less than 0 for static electricity buildup. This data demonstrates there is no potential for static electricity buildup or an accidental ignition from the loading hose. The simultaneous loading and fueling operation is no more dangerous than the independent fueling operations when done correctly. To ease congestion and confusion, these operations will always be performed on opposite sides of the aircraft from each other. Not all aircraft will load and fuel simultaneously. Anytime we plan to simultaneously load and fuel, the Aircraft Rescue Firefighters (ARFF) will be at the airfield immediately available..  
  

V. Required Training:

Personnel considered qualified in simultaneous loading and fueling operations will have successfully completed the training listed below and will have reviewed the materials that follow. The following information will be included within the course of instruction offered to all personnel prior to conducting simultaneous loading and fueling operations:

1. Review of the vendors Risk Assessment and safety Procedures. 

