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	Forest

Service
	Washington

Office
	1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC  20250



	File Code:
	5700
	Date:
	March 20, 2014

	Route To:
	 

	
	

	Subject:
	(Corrected)  Authorization for Hot Retardant Loading of Turbine Airtankers    

	
	

	To:
	Washington Office Aviation Staff, Regional Fire Directors, Regional Aviation Officers, Regional Aviation Safety Managers   

	
	


This letter rescinds and replaces Authorization for Hot Retardant Loading of Turbine Airtankers dated March 10, 2014.  
	Hot Retardant Loading (HRL) is the loading of retardant with one or more propulsion engines running.  This letter provides an exemption and additional direction to FS policy contained in 5709.16, Chapter 35.25 and Chapter. 38.7

Hot Retardant Loading can save turnaround time during reloading operations while responding to ongoing fires.  It also significantly reduces maintenance times on turbine engine components.

Hot Retardant Loading for turbine airtankers is authorized with the following actions.  




· The aircraft has been evaluated and approved by the Aviation Maintenance Inspector (AMI) during the Pre-Use inspection for this purpose.

· The contractor will provide documentation of a risk assessment and operating practices for their particular airtanker and comply with those policies during this activity.  The risk assessment will be provided to the Contracting Officer and reviewed by the National Airtanker Program Manager and the Branch Chief, Aviation Safety.

· Each airtanker base that intends to conduct Hot Retardant Loading will develop an annex or supplement to the local Base Operating Plan which will describe the training and practices to be used.  The supplement will be reviewed by the Regional Aviation Officer (RAO).

· Base personnel who will participate in this operation will be trained using the Hot Retardant Loading supplement and a record of this training will be maintained at the base. 

· Hot Retardant Loading shall be requested by the government (Base Manager) on a case by case basis.

· A documented pre-operational briefing shall occur between the flight crew and base personnel prior to any Hot Retardant Loading operations.  This briefing will include a review of the local Hot Retardant Loading Operations supplement, contractor procedures, and airport procedures.

· No engines on the side of the retardant loading activity may be running.

This letter expires December 31, 2014, at 2100 hours MST.

	

	/s/ Arthur W. Hinaman

	ARTHUR W. HINAMAN

	Assistant Director, Aviation
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