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Topic: Simultaneous Retardant and Fuel Services on the DC-10 Next Generation Airtanker 	 
Issue: 	Forest Service policy, Interagency Airtanker Base Operations Guide, and Aviation Safety Alert 97-02 prohibit simultaneous airtanker retardant and fuel loading operations. Response efficiencies are not fully realized under current policy direction. 
Background: Under CALFire operational control, 10 Tanker Air Carrier LLC, DC-10 aircraft are authorized to simultaneously load fuel and retardant. Expedited ground operations created cost and fire response efficiencies.     
Currently, one operation, retardant loading or fueling, must be fully completed before the other operation commences. With a simultaneous servicing prohibition in place, on average a 30 minute delay is created per loading sequence.
Key Points:	 
· As per the Next Generation Airtanker Contract C-8 Operations, 10 Tanker Air Carrier has submitted to the government a risk based analysis for simultaneous retardant loading and fueling.
· Forest Service policy was written for an industry dominated by airtankers with reciprocating engines and over wing fuel operations.   A greater risk of vapor ignition due to static electricity spark exists with over wing fueling.
· Next generation airtankers to include the DC-10 have closed circuit fuel systems.
· Part 121 operations and industry standard for commercial jet passenger transport allows concurrent servicing of aircraft (fueling, boarding and de-boarding of passengers, lavatory service, etc.).
· The National Fire Prevention Association NFPA 407 Standard for Aircraft Fuel Servicing (2012) procedures shall be included in operational plans and training.

Recommendation
Short Term – For the remainder of CY 2013 allow (by letter) for simultaneous retardant and fuel loading operations for the DC-10 at San Bernardino Airtanker Base (SBD) only. Simultaneous loading may only occur with the DC-10 Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) running – no running of propulsion aircraft engines is allowed during this approval period. The following will need to be considered: 
· Utilize the San Bernardino Airtanker Base Simultaneous Loading Operations Plan
· All personnel involved in simultaneous loading of the DC-10 airtanker shall have formal documented training in proper procedures.
· A documented meeting between 10 Tanker, the SBD ATB manager and fuel providers must occur prior to any simultaneous loading.

Long Term – The Forest Service will:
· Revise FSH 5709.19 38.7 to clarify simultaneous loading policy and procedures. 
· Work with our cooperators and partners to revise the Interagency Airtanker Base Operations Guide (IATBOG),IV – 7 Fueling (b) Simultaneous Loading and Fueling 
· Retract Safety Alert 97-02 which prohibits simultaneously fueling and loading of air tankers and issue a revision.
· Create and update U.S. Forest Service National Airtanker Operations Plan. Identify airtanker and airtanker base requirements to implement simultaneous loading based on aircraft and bases. Airtanker bases that can safely implement simultaneous loading through the mitigation of hazards, base operations plans, training requirements for specific aircraft will be listed National Airtanker Operations Plan. 

Contact:  Art Hinaman, AD Aviation, 202-205-1505
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