Environmental Compliance 

Clean Water Act Mitigation, Big Turnaround Complex Wildfire

On June 26, 2007, I discussed briefly with Jeff King (Corps of Engineers (COE) – 912/652-5133) the repair and mitigation operations of emergency fireline suppression and related activities in channels, wetlands and streams.  Jeff indicated that they were already discussing the fire suppression and mitigation activities.  Coastal Branch Team Leader Richard Morgan was not available, so we postponed discussions until Friday am.  

I followed up and contacted as various times Maury Bedford, Sue Wilder, Dennis Law and Dennis Martin concerning this.  Dennis Martin (GA Forestry Commission) indicated that Frank Green had discussed this with the COE, and he would be a good contact.

Postponed discussion to June 29, 2007 at which time, Maury Bedford, Dennis Law and I called Jeff King to see if a good time to discuss.  Jeff indicated bad timing that morning for discussion as an ongoing changing of the guard official ceremonies were underway, Richard Morgan was not available, so postponed discussions until Monday.  

That afternoon, Jeff King called Maury Bedford back and wanted to discuss the issues further, and Dennis Law and I were in the field, out of contact.  Jeff and Richard Morgan indicated to Maury to continue with ongoing cleanup of soil berm and debris from streams, watercourses and wetlands including repair work that we had begun.  

Jeff and Richard had discussed our parallel efforts with Frank Green, Ga Forestry Commission that were briefly relayed to Maury.  Basically we need to continue to repair and mitigate suppression impacts related to wetlands, streams and try to maintain natural hydrology or hydrologic function of the land.  Maury asked me to follow-up with Frank on any further details.

Discussed the subject briefly with Tom Crews, Incident Commander, and he was appreciative that we were proactive in contacting the COE.  Maury had briefed him on the discussions with the COE and to continue to mitigate damage.  He indicated we needed to be consistent with all the environmental responsibilities and keeping open contacts and adjusting work as needed to comply with responsibilities.

Discussion with Frank Green (GA Forestry Commission) on afternoon June 30, 2007 indicated we should proceed with our suppression efforts to mitigate and repair blockages in streams or other water courses, remove berms and debris, remove fill placed into wetlands, be consistent with GA BMPs to the extent possible, and mitigate for erosion, sediment or other water quality issues where needed.  Frank was in the field at that time, so we agreed to discuss this further if necessary.   

William Hansen, BAER Hydrologist, June 30, 2007

