June 24, 2007

Visited Suwannee Creek and Cane Creek in northeast portion with Dennis Law, Jason Jennings and Bill Hansen.  Took a brief look at activities related to debris in streams and and channel from fireline was being removed by GA Forestry Commission.  Some issues were apparent and more followup was needed at these sites.

Bill discussed activities with Dennis Martin, Rehab Coordinator GA Forestry Commission, that afternoon.  Dennis indicated:

1. Bare sloping ground would have erosion control included such as seeding, mulching and fertilization.  

2. GFC would avoid using any species that could be considered invasive to Okefenokee Swamp.  

3. Reshaping of channel limited due to concern for passing normal sediment loading and maintaining root structure along banks.

4. This area burned hot, many trees falling over from roots consumed in organic soils, and issues with safety emerged.  

5. Briefly discussed the work that included channel reshaping, dips or flow diversions, exposure of soils on sloping terrain and erosion control needs.

We agreed to keep in contact and coordinate as needed, exchange ideas, etc.

We briefly discussed a new road with 6 36” culverts installed by a private landowner at another location and what should be done.  No decision was made on whether to get the Corps of Engineers involved at this time due to the level of other work needed, and the potential complexity of the issue.  This could be a potential violation and may be outside of what we are trying to do.  In addition, there are perhaps other debris and sediment issues in channels and wetlands that we might want to discuss with the Corps of Engineers at some point.  I believe that there is probably a emergency nationwide permit for these activities, but it may require some mitigation.  

Stopped by trains at least 6 times today, making progress difficult.  

