This is a field reconnaissance report for 6/18/07 and 6/19/07.  The following information is in correlation with GPS features taken at the area of concern. Each GPS feature has an attribute table that includes comments about the site, coordinates, and data collection information, etc… 

On 6/18/07 Dennis Law and Jason Jennings meet with Ken Luckow and Dennis Martin. We reviewed areas on the Sweat Farm Road Fire that the Georgia Forestry Commission is working on.  Currently they are using a band aid approach for a temporary fix.  Their plan is to return to these areas at a later date to finish.  They are removing debris from the drainage areas and pushing the pile to the uplands.  We do not recommend that the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service take this approach in implementing restoration work. We recommend that implementation is completed and accurate with one entry to reduce further impacts to wetlands and floodplains.      

Feature
     

1: Private land- what not to do. 6 culverts where built higher than stream. Road build about 12 feet from ditch to top of road.

2-4: Culverts replacement and/or cleared or extend.

5: Cane Creek at swamp edge break. Someone has already flagged out the stream channel. Channel destroyed by fireline. Possible several channels need to be reshaped.

6:  Soil/debris piles- pull soil and debris piles.  Use debris for possible biomass.  This will allow normal surface water flow thru the wetland areas.

7:  Soil/debris piles- same as feature 6.

8:  Soil/debris piles- blocking natural drainage flow. 3 firelines lead go in separate directions through wetlands.

9:  Soil/debris piles- Large woody debris, moist to wet site.  Open up natural drainage flow across landscape. (2 firelines at this location)

10: Thick debris piles with thick layer of litter, duff, and humus layers. Debris is blocking natural drainage.  2 firelines at this point lead into the fire boundary and should be revisited after fire activity in this area decreases. These lines seem to be going into wetlands.  

11: Soil/debris piles- Low priority in removing debris piles.

12:  Clean out ditch lines.  Soil and debris is on both sides of the road.

13: No culvert, need cross drain at his point. There are large pieces of concrete on both sides. 

Note:  Intersection of Dinkins road and swamp edge break work has been completed.  This area looks good and there should be no need for more restoration work.  The debris on the swamp edge could possibly be used for biomass. 

On 6/19/07 we meet with Ken Luckow at the intersection of Hamp Mizell road and Perimeter road.  Firelines west of Perimeter road were pushed in the main channel of Swanee creek and in smaller drainages adjacent to the creek.  There are trees, root balls, and soil piles within the channels. This debris will alter the hydrology of Suwannee creek by blocking several smaller drainages.  This debris will also build up at the perimeter road bridge. This drainage is one of the main sources of water to the Okefenokee Swamp.  Debris may also affect the stream gauging station present in the creek channel.  Feature 13 from 6/18/07 is also present within this drainage area. To ensure treatment methods were effective in restoring natural water flow to the swamp this area should be monitored. 

Features


1: Floodplain adjacent to Suwannee Creek- about 75% of hardwoods have been affected by the fire. Trees have fallen on the ground because of fire consuming the duff, humus, tree roots, and most of organic material within the soil surface layer. Monitoring will be needed done to make sure debris does not fill the stream channel. The vegetative community within this area will return to an early successional species.  (Check for wilderness boundary)


2: Brood floodplain with creek in the center- Trees are 75% down on the ground. Unsafe to walk thru due to standing snags.  This area is similar as feature 1. (Check for wilderness boundary)


3: Clean debris/soil from drain.


4:  Trees fallen in creek as result of fire burning down thru the soil. (Suwannee Creek check for wilderness, possible BAER). Areas not wilderness remove trees from creek.


5: Culvert smashed on one side and other end is covered with soil.  This damage is not directly related to fire suppression. Increased traffic due to the fire required more road maintenance such as plowing/grading which could have resulted in the damage. Remove soil material from drainage. Replace the damaged culvert. 


6: Dozer cleaning out natural drainage on west side of perimeter road.  


7: Dozer had cleaned out area where 2 culverts were damaged to allow natural drainage flow.


8: Culverts- 3 culverts only one is found on one side the other ones are covered with soil. The one culvert is bent. Replace culvert.


9: Culverts- 2 culverts both sides are clogged with soil. Remove soil material from around culverts and drainage.


10: Culverts- 3 rusted out on one side and covered with soil on the side burned of road. Remove soil material and/or possibly replace rusted culverts.


11:  Culvert covered up on both sides of road with soil.  Increased traffic due to the fire required more road maintenance such as plowing/grading the road materials which increased the amount of soil material in the ditch line. Remove soil material from drainage.


12: Example of sediment/soil washing into drainage way that was burned and not pushed next to road.  Monitor to determine if drainage ways need further debris removal or drainage way functioning properly.  Heavy rainfall will cause under cutting of ditch.


13: Deleted


14: Ditch drainage clogged with debris for long distance. Also washing of soil materials from road berm into drainage way. Clean debris from around ditch and culvert, and remove large trees in ditch line.


15: Culvert covered up with soil blocking drainage to other side. Remove material blocking drainage.

