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Summary

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge (ONWR) Post-Burn Cultural Reconnaissance Survey continued during the week of July 09-13, 2007.  The first two days of the week were devoted to a trip to Athens, Georgia to consult the records housed at the Georgia Archaeological Site Files (GASF).  Site records there were compared to those provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for sites in the ONWR.  Any found in the GASF records that are not listed in the FWS records were added to the FWS maps.  The field reconnaissance resumed on Wednesday when we investigated bulldozer firebreaks accessible via Sawfly Road and north of Cowhouse Road.  On Thursday, we searched for sites on Blackjack Island and Honey Island but found nothing at the published UTM locations.  Later that day we found two artifact isolates on high ground between Crews Road and Howard Road.  On Friday we examined a historic site reported by FWS personnel on the northwest side of the Swamp.  It is believed to be the remains of a saw mill.  We also investigated other areas along the northwest and west perimeter of the Swamp but found few instances where the bulldozer firebreaks were inside the ONWR.  Later that day we returned to the west side of the Swamp and examined the bulldozer line at the OSEB south of Mizell Road and found artifacts at the location of the previously recorded 9CR187.  
Daily Progress

On Monday, July 9, Kirkland traveled to Athens, Georgia to consult the records housed at the Georgia Archaeological Site Files (GASF).  The morning was spent traveling and the afternoon devoted to comparing the GASF topographic maps to those used in our reconnaissance survey.  Any sites found on the GASF maps that were not on FWS topographic maps were transferred to FWS maps.
On Tuesday morning, July 10, Kirkland continued with the topographic map comparison.  After that was completed, he consulted the GASF report files for reports of archaeological work in the Okefenokee Swamp and/or the surrounding vicinity.  Essential data from these reports were copied for reference during the report writing phase of the post-burn reconnaissance survey.

On Wednesday, July 11, we resumed the field reconnaissance.  Before starting the day’s work we met with the FWS personnel in the Geographic Information Systems office and secured a map showing all of the bulldozer firebreaks inside the ONWR.  We used this map to plan the week’s work.  Afterwards we drove north to the west end of Sawfly Road and walked the bulldozer break south of that point.  We examined it up to the point of overlap with a previous trek north from Kingfisher Landing Road.  We found no artifacts, features, or historic structures.  Next, we drove north to the next road that leads west to the edge of the ONWR.  It has no name on our map.  We reached the bulldozer line at OSEB at the road’s western end but after consulting the map and looking at the landscape, we determined that it was outside the Refuge boundaries.  We left that position and headed north to the vicinity of Cowhouse Road at the northern end of the Swamp.  There we walked a bulldozer fire break that runs northeast along the southeastern edge of a cypress swamp.  Again we found no cultural materials.  Afterwards, we drove to the Pogo Heliport near the Refuge headquarters to schedule a trip into the Swamp to examine sites on Blackjack and Honey Islands.
On Thursday, July 12, we arrived at the Pogo Heliport and boarded a helicopter for our reconnaissance of Blackjack and Honey Islands.  We landed on Blackjack Island at around 0800.  Using a topographic map showing the location of 9WE47 and a hand-held Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver we searched for the site.  During the trek I observed that, at least in this section of the island, the fire had swept over and burned the ground cover almost clean.  The longleaf pines appear to have survived the fire with only minor effects.  Their bark was scorched to about three to four meters above the ground surface.  A flush growth of gallberry, saw palmetto, and other herbaceous species stands at about 50 cm above ground but the space between individual plants had not yet been filled with foliage.  Visibility was excellent, one could see at least 1 km under the tree canopy.  When we arrived at the published UTM coordinates we found nothing.  We flagged a nearby tree and began a search in all directions for any cultural materials.  It is estimated that our search extended over and area with a radius of 500m from the calculated coordinates.  After about an hour of searching, we returned to the landing site and called for the helicopter to fly us to Honey Island.  We arrived on Honey Island at 0946 and began searching for 9WE49.  This is the site of a cabin.  The conditions on Honey Island were very similar to those observed on Blackjack Island.  The fire burned cleanly and cleared the understory.  The longleaf pine seemed to be scorched just a bit higher than on Blackjack but the understory looked almost the same.  Unfortunately, there were no cultural materials at the published coordinates for 9WE49.  We flagged the closest tree and began a search around that point.  We found a single modified metal barrel about 200m north of the coordinates.  It appears that the drum was used as an incinerator or stove of some type perhaps by campers.  There were no other cultural materials present in the area.  We continued the search for the better part of an hour, again to a distance of about 500m in all directions from the coordinates.  We arrived back at the helicopter landing site at about 1055 and called for the helicopter to fly us back to Pogo Heliport.  We arrived there at 1110.  After lunch we met with the assistant Refuge manager and other FWS personnel for about an hour and then drove north along the east side of the Swamp to Crews Road.  We examined a bulldozer line that cuts across high ground between Crews Road and Howard Road.  We found two artifact isolates in this firebreak.
On Friday, July 13, we began by investigating a historic site on the northwest side of the Swamp reported by FWS personnel.  We found the remains of a commercial operation, probably a saw mill.  It was composed of a diffuse scatter of bottles, jars, and metal artifacts, plus large, heavy, cast iron parts.  The latter are probably parts of a railroad locomotive.  There is also evidence of structures in the form of standing charred posts arranged in a rectangular pattern and at least one railroad tramway.  There are numerous railroad rails, spikes, large diameter cables, bolts, and scattered bricks on the ground surface.  The most striking feature is a large (3m by 3m) well, complete with and underground timber casing.  A well of that size undoubtedly supplied large quantities of water for the saw mill operations.  After completing our investigation at this site, we drove southward along the Swamp Perimeter Road searching for bulldozer firebreaks inside the ONWR.  The only break we found within the ONWR was located at the end of Hickory Hammock Road.  It was recently repaired and hadn’t had sufficient rainfall to expose any artifacts.  We ventured as far south as Suwanee Creek before returning to the east side of the Swamp.  We drove to the bulldozer line along the Okefenokee Swamp Edge Break (OSEB) about 1 km south of Mizell Road.  We walked northward following the bulldozer line toward Mizell Road and traversed about 1km before reversing our course and returning to the vehicle.  We found no cultural materials during this trek.  Next we drove north to Mizell Road and investigated a scalped area on the south edge of a clear cut that lies south of the road.  We found three fragments of aboriginal pottery in this scalped area.  After referring to our maps we determined that this location was that of 9CR187, a site recorded during the 1997 Trail Ridge Survey by Southern Research.  After recording the essential site data, we drove to the Refuge headquarters to turn-in the Nomex clothing issued to us for our helicopter flight.  Afterwards we closed operations for the week.
