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Summary

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge (ONWR) Post-Burn Cultural Reconnaissance Survey continued during the week of July 02-06, 2007.  While work focused on the bulldozer lines crossing the higher ground of Trail Ridge, additional work was done along the southwest edge of the swamp and on Floyds Island in the interior.  Further investigation also occurred at the homestead of Robert Allen Chesser, Sr., the remnants of which lie south of the standing Chesser Homestead on Chesser Island.  We investigated bulldozer lines at the north end of the ONWR between the Okefenokee Swamp Park and Cowhouse Road and between Kingfisher Landing Road and Mizell Road.  During this week we examined and recorded data on three Indian mounds on Chesser Island and two on Floyds Island.  We discovered three unrecorded sites and four artifact isolates.
Daily Progress

On Monday, July 2, we revisited the remnant homestead exposed by fire south of Wildlife Drive near the standing Chesser Homestead on Chesser Island.  A local informant had told us it was the home of Robert Allen Chesser, Sr., not Harry Chesser, Sr., as we were first told.  We spent most of the morning recording details of the site and searching for additional structures.  This was prompted by my conversation with Chris Trowell on June 29, when he told me that the site had not been officially reported.  We also examined two Indian mounds adjacent to and north of Wildlife Drive that are located about 200m and 300m, respectively, west of the parking area for the Chesser Homestead.  We also searched for another Indian mound north of the Chesser Homestead but found only a low rise that may be its remains.  After lunch we talked again to the local informant who gave us old photos taken by Francis Harper of the Robert Allen Chesser homestead when it was occupied.  We returned to that site and matched the photo with the visible structural remains.  Before leaving Chesser Island, we also searched for any remains of the Francis Harper cabin which was supposedly located several hundred meters south of the Chesser homesteads.  The local informant had pointed out the location, but we found no evidence of the structure.  We recorded essential data on all of these features before leaving.  Afterwards, we drove north and examined a bulldozer line south of Harris Road.  We found no sites or artifact isolates in that firebreak.  As the final action of the day, we returned to S-PRC-01 and S-CRW-01 and clearly flagged their locations for the benefit of the repair crew.
On Tuesday, July 3, we began the day by examining a bulldozer line on the south side of Duck Island Road.  We found one artifact isolate (I-DIR-01).  After finishing this trek, we drove to the Pogo Heliport and, after a briefing, boarded a helicopter and flew to Floyds Island.  Upon arrival we hiked to the Hebard Hunting Cabin and unloading our gear.  We then walked southwest to the large Indian mound designated as the Floyds Island Southwest Mound.  The fire had burned over its entirety and denuded the surface in patches, particularly the steep slopes formed by the railroad tramway cut through the mound’s northern edge.  Since the fire had burned away the floral cover and leaf litter, the mineral soil had begun to erode.  We found several pieces of aboriginal pottery, mostly plain sand-tempered, although one sherd was a rim fragment with hollow reed punctations in a line paralleling the lip.  We also observed a smaller, lower, mound to the north that may have been a habitation site, although no artifacts were found in the vicinity.  After completing our work at the Southwest Mound, we returned to the Hebard Hunting Cabin and evaluated its condition following the fire suppression wrapping and fire.  The fire did not reach the cabin, although it came as close at 50 m to the southeast.  The fire suppression wrapping appears was effective in protecting the structure from radiant heat and airborne embers.  During the process of removing the wrapping, some of the film was left along the edges of the exposed rafters and many of the staples used to affix the film to the house still remain.  It is recommended that these be removed since they are not part of the original house as listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  After finishing the assessment of the Hebard Hunting Cabin, we walked northeast along the nature trail to reach the Nuss Mound.  This mound is of aboriginal construction and is smaller than the Floyds Island Southwest Mound.  It stands about 30m southeast of the nature trail and is about 0.5m-0.75m high. Pacing across in north-south and then east-west transects reveals it to be about 20m by 30m.  The fire did not burn across the area so it was unaffected.  The balance of the day (about three hours) was spent searching for two mounds near the midpoint of the island.  That area was also unburned and because of the dense oak scrub in some places and the continuous saw palmetto in others, we did not find these mounds.  The fire had burned up to the edge of the island on its northwest side but did not reach the upland in the center of the island.  We departed Floyds Island by helicopter around 1715.
On Wednesday, July 4, we moved to the southern and western side of the swamp.  We began by walking a bulldozer line off Road #1 at the southern end of the ONWR.  We found nothing at that location.  After completing that line we investigated another that followed the Okefenokee Swamp Edge Break (OSEB) near Horseshoe Island.  We found no sites there either.  We then drove northward to investigate an Indian mound referred to as the Buddy Johnson Mound.  However, because of all the recent rain, the roads were impassible and we could not reach that location.  We next moved north along the west side of the swamp north of Fargo, Georgia and attempted to reach another bulldozer line that crosses a point on the mainland opposite the south end of Rowells Island.  Again, because of impassible roads we were unable to reach that area.  We talked with a local informant who lived close to the Swamp Perimeter Road and he advised us to wait for drier weather.  He stated that currently the roads were impassible even for four-wheel drive vehicles.  We made the decision to cease our operations on the west side of the swamp and returned to the east side.  We drove to Camp Cornelia and examined the bulldozer line along the OSEB north of Spur Highway 121.  We walked about one km and found two sites (S-COR-01 and S-COR-02) and one artifact isolate (I-COR-01) before closing for the day.
On Thursday, July 5, we revisited sites S-COR-01 and S-COR-02 to record missing data then drove north to the Okefenokee Swamp Park area.  We examined a bulldozer line that stretches from the park to Cowhouse Road, another that runs between Cowhouse Road and Helispot Road, and another that runs north-south from a right angle turn in Cowhouse Road to the OSEB.  The total distance investigated was around four kilometers.  We found no sites or artifact isolates in any of these firebreaks.  We then moved south to the western terminus of Mizell Road and examined the bulldozer cut at the OSEB north of that point.  We examined about 0.8 km of the bulldozier cut ending at a bay head drain and found two artifact isolates (I-MIZ-07 and I-MIZ-08) and one small site (S-MIZ-02).  We next drove to the Incident Command Post near the ONWR headquarters.  There we met with Sue Grace to update her on our progress.  Since she will be leaving on Saturday, July 7, and concluding her role as BAER Team Leader at the ONWR, we wanted to express our gratitude for her excellent leadership.
Since we had already accumulated the hours for the week by the end of the day on July 5, no field work was conducted on Friday, July 6.  We spent portions of that day updating our notes, writing this progress report, and reviewing maps in preparation for the week of July 8-14.  We decided to spend Monday and Tuesday (July 9 and 10) conducting literature research at the Georgia Archaeological Site Files in Athens.  The remainder of the week will be spent conducting additional reconnaissance in the ONWR.
