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Summary

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge (ONWR) Post-Burn Cultural Reconnaissance Survey continued during the week of 25-29 June 2007.  Attention shifted away from the Bulldozer Lines (BDL) along the Okefenokee Swamp Edge Break (OSEB) and focused on BDLs crossing the higher ground of Trail Ridge.  Our experience of walking several miles of the BDL along the OSEB had shown that most of it is inundated and what little upland ground was examined produced only an occasional isolated chert flake.  These were very widely dispersed across the landscape.
The change to the uplands yielded immediate results.  Three unrecorded sites were discovered and documented between Roddenberry Road and Chesser Island Road.  In addition, we visited and investigated the north end of Billys Island and re-examined most of Chesser Island.  The fire burned over most of Billys Island and exposed a variety of cultural resources.  We visited and documented three Indian mounds, several railroad tramways, and numerous chimney bases/falls in the area of the Hebard Cypress Company logging camp.  The area south of the Chesser Homestead on Chesser Island was re-examined toward the end of the week.  A local informant provided details about the location of the Harry Chesser, Sr. homestead which was just south of the current parking area for the Chesser Homestead.  Standing posts, brick-masonry pads, a pump head, and abundant surface artifacts were found in the area.  Two other recorded sites were revisited although no artifacts were found at their published UTM coordinates.
Daily Progress

On Monday, 25 June, we continued our examination of the BDL along the OSEB between Crews Road and Dinkins Road.  During our hike to reach the OSEB, we discovered an unrecorded historic site in an area clear-cut by a timber company.  After reaching the BDL at the OSEB, we walked it south to Dinkins Road.  We did not examine the BDL south of Dinkins Road because it was inundated.  Next we investigated the BDL at the OSEB between Paxton Road and Roddenberry Road.  The last 300m of this trek and south of Roddenberry Road was too wet to examine.  Most of the BDL at the OSEB south of Roddenberry Road was in wetlands and unable to be examined.  Despite the extended search of these areas only a single small Mississippian Triangular Point was encountered.  Its presence in the lowland area was probably due to a hunting loss.  After a telephone conversation with Richard Kanaski, it was decided to devote our time to investigating the BDLs that crossed the drier uplands.  Therefore, our focus afterwards was on these upland areas on the western slope of Trail Ridge that were inside the ONWR.
On Tuesday, 26 June, we visited Billys Island.  It appeared that most of the island was affected by the fire and much of the understory vegetation had burned away.  We first investigated the Lee family cemetery and found that it was unaffected by the fire.  Apparently the fire burned up to the cemetery but failed to cross the surrounding fence.  We then moved south and examined the area where the Hebard Cypress Company logging camp once stood.  The railroad tramways were easily recognized and the positions of the cross ties were clearly visible because the leaf litter within the molds had burned out.  Several large pieces of metal debris (one said to be part of a locomotive) and other smaller pieces of metal, nails, bricks, and glass were noted in the area near where the machine shop had once stood.  We identified and visited the two Indian mounds in the same area.  The larger of the two appears to be heavily modified, probably due to soil borrowing for the railroad tramways.  A third mound, the McCallie Mound (9CR65), was also found by using a hand-held GPS unit and published UTM coordinates.  It was burned over but unaffected by the fire.  Before leaving the island we investigated the area of the published coordinates of the Dan Lee Homestead. We found numerous chimney falls, deep depressions that were likely wells, and scattered bricks, metal artifacts, glass, and historic ceramics.  It was impossible to tell which of these are associated with the Dan Lee Homestead and which are remnants of the Hebard Cypress Company logging camp. 
On Wednesday, 27 June, we continued our reconnaissance of the BDLs on the high ground of the eastern ONWR.  We found one artifact isolate (chert flake) in a BDL that runs south of Crews Road across high ground.  After finishing that trek, we examined a BDL that surrounds a hunting camp near the intersection of Crews Road and Trail Ridge Road.  We found a small site (S-CRW-01) in the BDL north of the hunting camp.  It consisted of a scatter of chert flakes and aboriginal pottery (Deptford Simple Stamped and plain sand-tempered).  An artifact isolate (two chert flakes) was also discovered about 100m to the south of the site.  Later, we moved to a BDL along the southern edge of Price Road.  We found another small site (S-PRC-01) at about the midpoint between Trail Ridge Road and the western terminus of Price Road.  It was a scatter of chert flakes and aboriginal pottery (Satilla Simple Stamped, Satilla Plain, and plain sand-tempered) scattered adjacent to the south ditch of Price Road.  Apparently the artifacts were displaced because this is where the mechanical equipment cut the deepest.  After recording the data for this site, we drove south to a BDL that is accessible via Coleson Road.  We traversed it northward until encountering the DL at the OSEB which was inundated.  One artifact isolate (cord-marked aboriginal pottery) was recorded during this examination.  We spent the balance of the day scouting for more upland BDLs between Coleson Road and Camp Cornelia.  
On Thursday, 28 June, we began by investigating a BDL that connects to the OSEB near the western terminus of Indian Island Road.  After slogging through the mud of BDL at the OSEB, we found that the BDL of our interest illustrated on the map was completely covered in uprooted trees and upturned topsoil.  It will have to be examined after it is rehabilitated.  We then moved southward examining small segments of BDLs along Duck Island Road and Harris Road.  Most were recently rehabilitated and insufficient rain has fallen to expose any artifacts.  These BDLs will all be revisited when such rainfall occurs.  About midmorning we drove to Chesser Island and examined a burned-over area just south of the parking pad for the Chesser Homestead.  A local informant had told us that her grandfather’s (Harry Chesser, Sr.) home was at that location.  We examined the area and found ample evidence for a homestead.  There were standing posts which likely supported a shelter, brick-masonry pads that were probably chimney or step bases, a pump head, and scattered artifacts consisting of bottles, window glass, whiteware, old batteries, metal cans, barrel hoops, and a variety of other indeterminate metal artifacts.  The recent fire had done severe damage to the wooden posts and particularly the scattered bottles and historic ceramics.  It was obvious that the heat of the fire had shattered most of the bottles and other glass artifacts.  In addition, the metal artifacts subjected to the fire will oxidize more quickly.
Since we had already accumulated the field hours for the week by the end of the day on 28 June, no field work was conducted on Friday, June 29.  We spent portions of that day updating our notes, writing this progress report, and planning for the week of July 1-7.  During the morning, Kirkland met with Chris T. Trowell for about four hours to review the results of our work and consult him about cultural resources within the ONWR.  The discussion focused on Billys Island, Floyds Island, Mixon’s Hammock, Cow House Island, Chesser Island, the Groom’s Field Mounds, and the Martha Dowling North Mounds.
