FIELD IDENTIFICATION of





ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES





Ecological Community No. 1-North Florida Coastal Strand


	The North Florida Coastal Strand ecological community occurs along the Atlantic Ocean north of Sebastian Inlet in Indian River County to St. Marys River in Nassau County and along the Gulf of Mexico from Perdido Bay in Escambia County to Alligator Point in Franklin County.  This community parallels coastal beaches, bays and sounds and encompasses the area affected by salt spray from the ocean, gulf, and salt water bays.  Few areas (mostly interdunal swales) of this community have hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 2-South Florida Coastal Strand


	The South Florida Coastal Strand ecological community occurs along the Atlantic Ocean south of Sebastian Inlet in Indian River County to Key West in Monroe County and along the Gulf of Mexico from the Anclote River in Pinellas County to Naples in Collier County.  These communities parallel coastal beaches, bays, and sounds and encompass the area affected by salt spray from the ocean, gulf, and salt water bays.  Few areas (mostly interdunal swales) of this community have hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 3-Sand Pine Scrub


	The Sand Pine Scrub ecological community occurs throughout Florida.  It is most commonly found inland from the coast and in the central portion of the state.  The largest area are in the Ocala National Forest in and around Marion County.  It is easily identified by the very droughty soils, rolling topography, and the even height stands of sand pine or by the dense stands of scrub oak vegetation.  This community does not have hydric soils.





Ecological Community No.4-Longleaf Pine- Turkey Oak Hills


	The Longleaf Pine- Turkey Oak Hills ecological community occurs throughout Florida.  It is most commonly found north of Lake Placid to Georgia and in the Florida panhandle inland from the coast.  It is easily identified by the droughty soils, rolling topography, and the longleaf pine and turkey oak vegetation; palmetto shrubs and small hollys are common.  Hydric soils are absent in this ecological community.





Ecological Community No. 5-Mixed Hardwood and Pine


	The Mixed Hardwood and Pine ecological community occurs in the Florida panhandle and east to Madison County.  It is most commonly found north Interstate 10 in the Florida panhandle inland from the coast.  This community is readily identified by the mixed hardwood and pine vegetation occurring on well drained but non droughty soils.  It contains most of the prime farmland of Florida.  Few areas of this community have hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 6-South Florida Flatwoods


	The South Florida Flatwoods ecological community occurs throughout south and central Florida.  The northern limit of its occurrence is approximately a line from Levy County on the west to St. Johns County on the east.  This community covers more land area than any other in Florida.  It is easily identified by the seasonally wet soils, flat topography, and the pine and palmetto vegetation.  Approximately 30 percent of this community has hydric soils.  The hydric soil areas are usually adjacent to wetter communities such as Sloughs and Freshwater Marsh and Ponds.





Ecological Community No. 7-North Florida Flatwoods


	The North Florida Flatwoods ecological community occurs throughout north and west Florida.  The Southern limit of its occurrence is approximately a line from Levy County on the west to St. Johns County on the east.  It is easily identified by the seasonally west soils, flat topography, and the pine and palmetto vegetation.  Approximately 40 percent of this community has hydric soils in north Florida.  The hydric soil areas are usually adjacent to wetter communities such as Sloughs and Freshwater Marsh and Ponds.  Due to the increase in rainfall and corresponding wetter vegetation, a higher percentage of this community has hydric soils in west Florida.





Ecological Community No. 8-Cabbage Palm Flatwoods


	The Cabbage Palm Flatwoods ecological community occurs throughout south Florida and, to a limited extent in, central Florida.  The Northern Limit of its occurrence is approximately a line from Levy County on the west to St. Johns County on the east.  It is easily identified by the seasonally wet soils, flat topography, and the cabbage palm and palmetto vegetation.  Appropriately 40 percent of this community has hydric soils.





�
Ecological Community No. 9-Everglades Flatwoods


	The Everglades Flatwoods ecological community occurs only in Monroe, Collier, Dade, and Henry counties of south Florida.  The largest areas are west of Miami and east of Flamingo in Dade County and on Big Pine Key in Monroe County.  It is easily identified by the seasonally wet, shallow to limestone soils, flat topography, and the South Florida slash pine and palmetto vegetation.  Outcropping of limestone bedrock is common.  Approximately 30 percent of this community has hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 10-Cutthroat Seeps


	The Cutthroat Seeps ecological community occurs in Polk and Highlands Counties and, to a lesser extent, adjacent counties.  It is easily identified by the wet soils, nearly level to gently sloping topography, and the slash pine and cutthroat grass vegetation.  Most areas of this community has hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 11-Upland Hardwood Hammocks


	The Upland Hardwood Hammocks ecological community occurs from Madison and Hamilton Counties in the north to Polk and Pasco Counties in the south, most commonly near Gainesville, Brooksville, and Ocala.  It is readily identified by the moist soils, rolling topography, and vegetation dominated by shade tolerant hardwood and with few pine.  Few areas of this community have hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 12-Wetland Hardwood Hammocks


	The Wetland Hardwood Hammocks ecological community occurs from Wakulla County to Pasco County inland from the gulf.  The largest area is near the Waccasassa River in Levy County.  It is readily identified by the wet soils, level topography, and vegetation dominated by water tolerant evergreen conifer and evergreen hardwood trees.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 13-Cabbage Palm Hammocks


	The Cabbage Palm Hammocks ecological community occurs throughout central and south Florida.  The largest areas are east and west of Lake Okeechobee in Glades and Martin Counties, west of the beaches in Volusia County, and west of the St. Johns River in Seminole and Orange Counties.  It is readily identified by the seasonally wet soils, level to gently sloping topography, and vegetation dominated by cabbage palms and scattered oak.  Approximately 40 percent of this community has hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 14-Tropical Hammocks


	The Tropical Hammocks ecological community occurs only in south Florida. The largest areas are on Key Largo and other keys in Monroe County.  This community also occurs in south Dade County.  It is readily identified by the somewhat poorly drained to well drained organic soils, nearly level topography, and the dense stands of small to medium-sized trees and shrubs which give area a “jungle like” appearance.  Although the soils are organic, this community does not have hydric soils.  The organic material is leaf and other vegetative litter that has become soil material beneath the dense stand of tree and shrubs.





Ecological Community No. 15-Oak Hammocks


	The Oak Hammocks ecological community occurs throughout central Florida south to Lake Okeechobee and west to Tallahassee.  The largest areas are in Marion and Sumter Counties.  It is readily identified by the moist soils, nearly level topography, and the dense stands of laurel oak and live oak trees.  Approximately 30 percent of this community has hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 16-Scrub Cypress


	The Scrub Cypress ecological community occurs in Monroe, Collier, Broward, and Dade Counties in south Florida, dominantly in Big Cypress National Preserve.  One additional large area is in Tates Hell Swamp in Franklin County.  This community is easily identified by the wet, shallow to limestone soils and marl soils, level topography, and vegetation dominated by marsh grasses and dwarf cypress.  The area in Tates Hell Swamp has deep sandy soils.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 17-Cypress Swamp


	The Cypress Swamp ecological community occurs throughout Florida along rivers, streams, and lakes; or as isolated “cypress domes” and “cypress heads”.  This community is easily identified by the very poorly drained soils, level to depressional topography, and the normally pure stand of cypress trees with few shrubs and no grasses.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 18-Salt Marsh


	The Salt Marsh ecological community occurs along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland along tidal streams.  One large continuous area extends from Tarpon Springs in Pinellas County to St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge in Wakulla County.  This community is very easily identified by the poorly drained organic soils, level topography, and the vegetation that is grasses, rushes, and sedges.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.
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Ecological Community No. 19-Mangrove Swamps


	The Mangrove Swamp ecological community occurs along saltwater shorelines south of Pasco County on the Gulf coast and south of Volusia County on the Atlantic coast.  The Ten Thousand Islands area of Monroe and Collier Counties is the largest area of this community in Florida and, perhaps, the world.  This community is very easily identified by the very poorly drained organic and marl soils, level topography, and the mangrove monoculture.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 20-Bottomland Hardwoods


	The Bottomland Hardwoods ecological community occurs within flood plains of rivers and steams of west Florida.  The forests along the Apalachicola River are typical of this community.  It is readily identified by the seasonally flooded soils, level topography, and the myriad of hardwood trees.  Bottomland Hardwoods have an open park-like appearance.  Approximately 50 percent of this community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 21-Swamp Hardwoods


	The Swamp Hardwoods ecological  community occurs throughout Florida along rivers, streams, and poorly defined drainageways.  It is readily identified by the very poorly drained soils, level topography, the deciduous hardwood trees, and dense undergrowth.  Ferns and other shade tolerant herbaceous plants are common.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 22-Scrub Bog - Bay Swamp


	The Scrub Bog -  Bay Swamp ecological community occurs throughout Florida on hillsides, in depressions, ravines, and along poorly defined drainageways.  This community is readily identified by the very poorly drained soils, level to sloping topography, and evergreen shrub vegetation.  Vegetation is dominantly less than twenty feet high.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 23-Pitcher Plant Bogs


	The Pitcher Plant Bogs ecological community occurs in north Florida, primarily in the panhandle.  This community appears as an open expanse of grasses, sedges, and picture plants with scattered, stunted pine and cypress.  It is readily identified by the poorly drained soils, level to sloping topography, and insect-eating plants.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 24-Sawgrass Marsh


	The Sawgrass Marsh ecological community occurs in one large almost continuous area south of Lake Okeechobee County and extending into Dade, Monroe, Florida and, Collier Counties.  It also occurs as small isolated areas in other parts of south Florida and, To a lesser extent, north Florida.  This community is very easily identified by the very poorly drained organic and mary soils, level topography, and the sawgrass monoculture.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 25-Freshwater Marsh and Ponds


	The Freshwater Marsh and Ponds ecological occurs throughout Florida.  The largest area is on the flood plain of the Kissimmee River.  This community appears as an open expanse of grasses, sedges, and rushes.  It is readily identified by the very poorly drained, and almost continuously, wet soils, level topography, and absence of trees and shrubs.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Ecological Community No. 26-Slough


	The Slough ecological community occurs throughout peninsular Florida.  The largest areas are in Charlotte, Lee, and Collier Counties.  This community appears as a nearly open expanse of grasses, sedges, and rushes with scattered pine trees.  The percentage of tree and other woody vegetation cover increases from south to north Florida.  This community is readily identified by the poorly drained soils that are covered with a few inches of slowly moving water during wet seasons, the level topography, and the absence of shrubs.  Some areas in North Florida are dominated by trees; these areas are also covered with a few inches of slowly moving water during wet seasons.  This community is dominated by hydric soils.





Hydric Soils of Florida


	From all of the attributes which can be applied to soils one of the most requested is the question of hydric vs. non hydric.  For that reason on the next few pages hydric soils are discussed.  This discussion includes the definition, criteria, and field identification of hydric soils.
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