The National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) requests reviewers for recently developed draft standard operating procedures (SOPs) for Geographic Information System (GIS) support of incident management. Standard Operating Procedures will reduce labor intensive practices, improve operational efficiency and ensure that GIS production operations on incidents are performed consistently to maintain quality control of processes and products.

We would like to have the SOPs field tested by Situation Unit Leaders, Planning Section Chiefs, GIS and Computer Specialists and Infrared Interpreters on 15-20 wildland fire incidents of varying size and complexity. The draft SOPs address five areas: File and folder directory structure, standard map products, minimum GIS and imagery data sets, digital map symbol sets and Incident team GIS transition process.

The SOPs are available on the website: http://gis.nwcg.gov/gstop/. For field testing the form called "testers" can be downloaded. Completed reviews may be submitted to their NWCG Geospatial Task Group (GTG) representative or to Mary Kwart Business Lead to project, mary_kwart@fws.gov, USFWS 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99503. See GTG Website http://gis.nwcg.gov for GTG contact information.
A general review of the GIS SOPs is also welcome. These comments can be submitted online.

The end of the formal review period will be October 31, 2005.  

Reviews will be consolidated and integrated into final SOPs and a report with recommended SOPs will be submitted to the NWCG Spring of 2006.

Review packages may be requested from Mary Kwart if it is not possible to download a review package from the website.

Attached is the Field Review Form
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