GLOSSARY

Attribute- information about a geographic feature, generally stored in a table and linked to the feature via a unique identifier (6)

Backup- a copy of one or more files made for safekeeping in case the originals are lost or damaged (8)

Coordinates- the x- and y-values that define a location in a planar or three-dimensional coordinate system (21)

Coordinate System - a reference system consisting of a set of points, lines, and/or surfaces, and a set of rules, used to define the positions of points in space in either two or three dimensions (21)

Datum- in the most general sense, any set of numeric or geometric constant from which other quantities, such as coordinate systems, can be defined. (25)

Differential Correction- A technique for increasing the accuracy of GPS measurements by comparing the readings of two receivers, one roving, the other fixed at a known location. (27)

Digitize- To convert the shapes of geographic features from media such as paper maps or raster imagery into vector x, y coordinates (28)

Declination [magnetic] - The horizontal angle between geographic north and magnetic north from the point of observation (25)

Dongle [sentinel key] - The sentinel key is a parallel or USB port hardware dongle which provides a unique number used in the generation of your licenses. The Sentinel Key will return its number only when the Sentinel Key and the Sentinel Key Driver are communicating properly.

Documentation: Methods of tracking information about geospatial data using methods that are less than FGDC compliant.  These may include “ReadMe” files (in TXT or HTML format) or attribution of datasets describing the projection, methods of collection, contact information, and other information

Feature- 1.an object in a landscape or on a map 2.A shape in a spatial data layer, such as a point, line, or polygon that represents a geographic object (37)

Infrared Imagery- an image created by a device that detects infrared radiation and converts it into an electrical signal that is recorded on film or magnetic tape (52)

USB External Storage Drive - an external disk drive that is connected to a computer through a USB connection

Latitude- The angular distance along a meridian north or south of the equator, usually measured in degrees. Lines of latitude are also called parallels (59)

Longitude- The angular distance, expressed in degree, minutes, and seconds, of a point of the earth’s surface east or wet of a prime meridian (usually the Greenwich meridian). All lines of longitude are great circles that intersect the equator and pass through the north and south poles (62)

Map Scale- the ratio or relationship between distance or area on a map and the corresponding distance or area on the ground (89)

Metadata: Information about data, such as content, source, vintage, accuracy, condition, projection, responsible party, contact phone number, method of collection, and other characteristics or descriptions. 

Orthoimagery- a digital perspective aerial photograph from which distortions owing to camera tilt and ground relief have been removed. An orthophotograph has the same scale throughout and can be used as a map. (73)

Projection [map] - a mathematical model that transforms the locations of features on the earth’s curved surface to locations on a two-dimensional surface. It can be visualized as a transparent globe with a light bulb at its center casting lines of latitude and longitude onto a sheet of paper. Generally, the paper is either flat and placed tangent to the globe (a planar or azimuthal projection), or formed into a cone or cylinder and placed over the globe (cylindrical and conical projections). Every map projection distorts distance, are, shape, direction, or some combination thereof. (63)

Planimetric [map] - A map that gives only the x, y locations of features and represents only horizontal distances correctly (77)

Remote Sensing- Collecting and interpreting information about the environment and the surface of the earth from a distance, primarily by sensing radiation that is naturally emitted or reflected by the earth’s surface or from the atmosphere, or by sensing signals transmitted from a satellite and reflected back to it. Examples of remote sensing methods include aerial photography, radar, and satellite imaging. (85)

Shaded Relief Image- A raster image that shows light and shadow on terrain from a given angle of the sun (91)

Shapefile- A vector file format for storing the location, shape, and attributes of geographic features. It is stored in a set of related files and contains one feature class. (91)

Server- a computer and storage device dedicated to storing files. Numerous users on a network can store files on a particular server. 

Topography- The shape or configuration of the land, represented on a map by contour lines, hypsometric tints, and relief shading (100)

Note:
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