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State assessments and resource strategies are integral to the State and Private Forestry (S&PF) Redesign and required as an amendment to the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act (CFAA), as enacted in the 2008 Farm Bill. This document provides national guidance to States to develop their state assessments and resource strategies. 

There are three components to the assessment and planning required by the State and Private Forestry (S&PF) Redesign approach to identify priority forest landscape areas and highlight work needed to address national, regional, and state forest management priorities:

· State-wide Assessment of Forest Resources
—provides an analysis of forest conditions and trends in the state and delineates priority rural and urban forest landscape areas.

· State-wide Forest Resource Strategy
—provides long-term strategies for investing state, federal, and other resources to manage priority landscapes identified in the assessment, focusing where federal investment can most effectively stimulate or leverage desired action and engage multiple partners. 

· Annual Report on Use of Funds
—describes how S&PF funds were used to address the assessment and strategy, including the leveraging of funding and resources through partnerships, for any given fiscal year.   

Each State is required to complete a State Assessment and Resource Strategy within two years after enactment of the 2008 Farm Bill (June 18, 2008) to receive funds under CFAA.

State-wide Assessment of Forest Resources

To ensure that federal and state resources are being focused on important landscape areas with the greatest opportunity to address shared management priorities and achieve measurable outcomes, each state and territory will work collaboratively with key partners and stakeholders to develop a statewide forest resource assessment. The state forest resource assessment should provide a comprehensive analysis of the forest-related conditions, trends, threats, and opportunities within the state.
At a minimum, state forest resource assessments will: 

· Provide an analysis of present and future forest conditions, trends, and threats on all ownerships in the state using publicly available information. 

· Identify forest related threats, benefits, and services consistent with the S&PF Redesign national themes.

· Delineate priority rural and urban forest landscape areas to be addressed by the state resource strategy. States can also identify linkages between terrestrial and aquatic habitat, as appropriate.
· Work with neighboring States and governments to identify any multi-state areas that are a regional priority.
· Incorporate existing statewide plans including Wildlife Action Plans, Community Wildfire Protection Plans, and address existing S&PF program planning requirements. States can also utilize relevant national and regional assessments as appropriate.

A combination of qualitative, quantitative, and geospatial data can be used in the statewide assessment to provide information relevant to key state issues and national themes. In addition, non-geospatial information can be used in combination with geospatial data to identify priorities. States may identify separate priority areas for different programs and issues.
Appendix B contains suggested guidance for identifying state and regional priority forest landscape areas. 
State-wide Forest Resource Strategy

A state’s forest resource strategy will provide a long-term, comprehensive, coordinated strategy for investing state, federal, and leveraged partner resources to address the management and landscape priorities identified in its assessment. The resource strategy should incorporate existing statewide forest and resource management plans and provide the basis for future program, agency, and partner coordination.   

At a minimum, state resource strategies should: 

· Outline long-term strategies for addressing priority landscapes identified in the state forest resource assessment and the following national themes and associated management objectives (the intent and policy implications of each of these national objectives are described in Appendix A): 

· Conserve Working Forest Lands: conserving and managing working forest landscapes for multiple values and uses.  
· Identify and conserve high priority forest ecosystems and landscapes. 

· Actively and sustainably manage forests. 

· Protect Forests From Harm: protect forests from threats, including catastrophic storms, flooding, insect or disease outbreak, and invasive species.
· Restore fire-adapted lands and reduce risk of wildfire impacts.

· Identify, manage and reduce threats to forest and ecosystem health.

· Enhance Public Benefits from Trees and Forests: including air and water quality, soil conservation, biological diversity, carbon storage, and forest products, forestry-related jobs, production of renewable energy, and wildlife.  
· Protect and enhance water quality and quantity.

· Improve air quality and conserve energy. 

· Assist communities in planning for and reducing wildfire risks.

· Maintain and enhance the economic benefits and values of trees and forests. 

· Protect, conserve, and enhance wildlife and fish habitat.
· Connect people to trees and forests, and engage them in environmental stewardship activities.

· Manage and restore trees and forests to mitigate and adapt to global climate change.  
· Describe how the state proposes to invest federal funding, along with other resources, to address state, regional, and national forest management priorities. 

· Include a long-term timeline for project and program implementation.

· Identify partner and stakeholder involvement.

· Identify strategies for monitoring outcomes within priority forest landscape areas and how action will be revised when needed.

· Describe how the state’s proposed activities will accomplish national State and Private Forestry program objectives and respond to specified performance measures and indicators. 

· Describe how State and Private Forestry programs will be used to address priority landscape and management objectives.

· Incorporate existing statewide plans including Wildlife Action Plans, community wildfire protection plans, and address existing S&PF program planning requirements. 

Annual Report on Use of Funds 

The annual report should describe how the State used all S&PF program funding, for any given fiscal year.  The annual report should describe specific actions taken within the fiscal year, under each program, to address the state assessment and resource strategy.  The annual report should include a comprehensive budget with known contributions from all federal, state, and nongovernmental partners. 

Additional Guidance

Coordination and Stakeholder/Public Involvement—State forestry agencies shall coordinate with the State Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee, State Technical Committee, the State wildlife agency, applicable Federal land management agencies such as the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management, and State Urban Forestry Council to ensure that assessments and resource strategies address the rural-to-urban landscape continuum and identify opportunities for program coordination and integration. State forestry agencies should also involve other key partners, including Tribes and natural resource and related entities in their state to ensure that the state’s assessment and strategy integrate, build upon, and complement other natural resource plans (e.g., State Wildlife Plans). This input is not necessary for the annual report. 

In states where the lead agency for the Forest Legacy Program (FLP), or other CFAA program, is not the state forestry agency, state assessments should be developed in partnership with the state lead agency. In addition, the FLP section or other relevant sections, of the resource strategy should be developed by the state lead agency, even if it is not the state forestry agency and include all program-specific requirements.

Timeline and Updates—State forest resource assessments and resource strategies are to be completed no later than two years after enactment of the 2008 Farm Bill (June 18, 2008).  Assessments and strategies shall be reviewed and updated at least every five years, or as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. Annual reports for a given fiscal year must be developed and submitted by the end of the first quarter of the next federal fiscal year. 
Approval Process—State resource assessments and resource strategies will be approved by the State Forester, with final approval by the Secretary of Agriculture.  Once approved by the Secretary, the State-wide assessment and State-wide resource strategy shall satisfy all relevant S&PF planning and assessment requirements.  The annual report should be submitted through the Forest Region or Area, to the S&PF Deputy Chief. 

In states where the lead agency for the Forest Legacy Program (FLP) is not the state forestry agency, the state lead agency shall concur on all aspects of assessments and resource strategies that pertain to the Forest Legacy Program, including the identification of Forest Legacy Areas. If the state assessment incorporates a state’s Forest Legacy Assessment of Need, the approval process is that which is required for the Forest Legacy Program. 
Grant Narrative—States are encouraged to use a single annual grant narrative, which outlines actions to address the state assessment and resource strategy, for all S&PF programs that are authorized to receive funding under a consolidated grant option.
Forest Service Support—Each geographic region and the islands shall have an S&PF point of contact to assist states with development of assessments and resource strategies and to coordinate with Forest Service program staff.  



Farm Bill Requirement & Redesign Components:


STATE ASSESSMENTS & RESOURCE STRATEGIES 

















� Previously titled “State Forest Resource Assessment”. The title was changed to reflect Farm Bill terminology


� Previously titled “State Response Plan”. The title was changed to reflect Farm Bill terminology


� Previously titled “Annual Action Strategy”. The title was changed to reflect Farm Bill terminology
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