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Storm Worst In Memory
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BENTONVILLE -- Longtime residents remember an ice storm in 1978 that might have compared with this year's, but that storm was more "inconvenient" than damaging, said Katherine Russell of Fayetteville.

The ice wasn't as thick on power lines and caused less damage to trees, said Russell, who is now 74.

Russell and her family were moving from their farm on the Madison-Washington county line to Springdale at the time. Russell couldn't remember if the storm caused power outages.

"There weren't near the damage tree-wise," Russell said. "The property damage where we were was practically nil."

Pete Snyder, a National Weather Service meteorologist, said comparing the ice storm with previous storms is difficult because different areas often are hit differently during each storm.

"It's difficult to say one was worse than the other," Snyder said. The storm caused more downed trees and power outages in Washington and Benton counties than winter storms since 1990, according to the National Climatic Data Center.

An unusual amount of freezing rain fell Monday night and Tuesday, causing the most damage, Snyder said.

The storm coming closest to comparing with this week's icy coating happened in December 2000, said Joe Shipman, a state Highway and Transportation Department district engineer.

He said he hadn't seen this amount of tree damage in 10 years. The difference is that storm was mostly snow, which doesn't coat trees and snap them, Snyder said.

The 2000 storm dumped 10 inches of snow in Bentonville, 6 inches in Fayetteville and 4 inches in Springdale, Snyder said. More than 10,000 Northwest Arkansas residents lost power after tree limbs fell on power lines, according to the National Climatic Data Center.

The storm hit quickly, had ice and was severe, Shipman said. Drivers were stranded because the winter weather hit so suddenly, according to a weather report.

Between 1 and 2 inches of ice accumulated between Dec. 25 and 27, 2000, according to a weather service report.

