Untied States Department of Agriculture

National Forest in Mississippi
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITYY

To:

National Fire Prevention & Education Team Leader

From:

National Forest in Mississippi, Gary Jarvis, Deputy Fire Staff Officer, SO
Subject:
Delegation of Authority for Fire Prevention Team Activities

As of ___________, we have delegated the authority and the responsibility for the activities of Fire Prevention to the Wildland Fire Prevention/Education Team Leader_____________________. The Team will conduct fire prevention awareness activities on behalf of the National Forest of Mississippi, the State Forestry Commission of Mississippi and cooperators.
A. The following individuals are designated as agency contacts for the duration of the Team’s activities under this delegation:



Gary Javis

USFS, Deputy Fire Staff Officer
601-965-4391


Dale Brown

MSFC, Outreach/Area Forester
601-833-6621


________________
USFS, Purchasing Agent

____________



_________________
____________________ 

____________



_________________
​​​​​​​____________________

____________



These individuals will be the primary contacts for assistance to the Team, 


including; identifying key public contacts; helping to make arrangements 


for printing and media contacts; reviewing publications of the Team 


(including news releases) to ensure consistency with agency requirements; 

and joining the Team in meeting with the public, if needed. Other 



individuals with the various agencies may be designated to assist the 


Team, if warranted.

B. Team members must be sensitive to local political and social issues related to public and private land management and use. Keeping in the mind that large numbers of the public as well as employees of the USDA FS and State of Mississippi have just gone through a tragedy, losing friends and family, homes and property. The Team should be sensitive to this and provide aid and comfort with the attitude of compassion and service.  It is imperative that the relations with the public be maintained or improved by the Team and that all actions of the Team have positive public relations as an underlying theme.

C. The use of prescribed burning is very important to the ecology of the southern forest. Team members should always convey the good use of fire in the forest environment when promoting the prevention of carelessness and arson caused wildfires.

D. Objectives for the Team are:

a. Raise overall awareness of the general public concerning wildfire prevention safety measures, fuel loading and fire behavior conditions as a result of Hurricane Katrina.

b. Develop and initiate creative/alternative methods to inform the public that outdoor burning bans are in place. In some counties the County Boards of Supervisors have enacted an open outdoor burning ban, however this message is not reaching the public due to damaged or totally eliminated of media markets.

c.  Develop and initiate substantial media coverage where possible for the enactment of outdoor burning bans, defensible space, general fire prevention practices, the positive and negative aspects of fire use, what to do incase of a wildfire and other fire prevention topics appropriate for each area.

d. Develop alternatives to burning debris, working with local communities and governments.
e. Make personal contacts with citizens of rural communities in southern Mississippi, including fire departments, county officials, and State of Mississippi forestry personnel.
f. Work closely with USFS, State Forestry and local law enforcement to develop and deliver fire prevention messages in high woods arson areas. 

g. Establish a record-keeping process so that when the Team leaves, there is adequate record of the Team’s activities, including contacts made, information developed and distributed, projects completed, recommendations for further action, lessons learned and a summary of expenditures.

E. Requests for questions regarding procurement and other finances should be directed to ______________________________________________.

F. The work of the Team shall be conducted with efficiency and effectiveness, and with emphasis on the personal safety of team members.

G. All federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances will be adhered to. These laws include- but are not limited to – state motor vehicle operations, regulations, cultural and archaeological protection laws, health and welfare regulations, and environmental protection and hazardous materials laws.

___________________________________




____________

Gary Javis, Deputy Fire Staff Officer





Date

U. S. Forest Service, National Forest of Mississippi


______________________________________



___________

Dale Brown, Outreach/Area Forester





Date

Mississippi Forestry Commission


______________________________________



___________

Name,    Team Leader







Date

National Wildland Fire Prevention/Education Team




