Texas Forest Service

Daily Wildfire Flash Reports

Purpose and Function:

The Texas Forest service has created the following “Wildfire Flash Reports” to be used as a series of daily Public Service Announcements during an extended period of critically high fire danger. It is intended to be a resource for the Media to provide Safety/Wildfire Prevention Messages for the general public. Please feel free to utilize these messages throughout the critical window. Contact the local Texas Forest Service Office listed below, for additional information, and supplemental materials that may be available to enhance your message format. Thank you for being a valued partner, helping to protect the People and Resources of Texas.

Daily “FlashFire” Report Topics…

#1  Outdoor Burning/Burn Bans  


Careless debris burning is the #1 cause of Texas Wildland Fires. Currently Outdoor Burning is banned in many Counties in Texas due to the extremely hot and dry conditions that have made vegetation incredibly flammable. Check with your local Fire departments and/or County Governments to verify current Restrictions before attempting to burn any Debris.

(Supplemental Message)
  
  
Burning debris is a huge responsibility. Careless burning is the cause of many Wildland Fires in Texas. An escaped Wildfire threatens lives, property and natural resources. These safety tips can help prevent future Wildland Fires.

· Don’t burn trash and brush on dry, windy days
· Be aware of current and forcasted weather conditions

· Burn only in a burn barrel within a secure area with a minimum of 10’ clearance from any flammable materials (much more space is needed for large brush piles)
· Stay with the fire, until completely out

· Keep equipment, water and hand tools ready to maintain control of the fire

· Never attempt to burn aerosol cans, or petroleum products due to risk of explosions that could spread sparks into dry grass

Daily “FlashFire” Report Topics…(cont.)
#2  Welding safety

Welding outdoors during periods of extremely dry weather can easily ignite dry grasses and brush creating dangerous Wildland Fires. Please be careful during this critically dry period.The following safety tips have been developed as reminders to help you conduct welding and cutting operations safely.
· Remove vegetation from the work area
· Keep water and a Fire extinguisher handy

· Watch out for sparks, especially downwind from the worksite

· Have another person with you to watch sparks and help control spot fires

#3    BBQ’s and Campfires

In this period of dangerous Texas Wildfires, critically dry vegetation can easily be ignited by a spark, or wayward flame from a BBQ, or Campfire. Fine Fuels such as grass and light brush can turn the anticipation of a great meal, into the disappointment of an escaped fire. With the current weather conditions Fires can ignite incredibly fast and spread out of control quickly. Please consider the following precautions when enjoying a BBQ or Campfire.

· Make sure that the actual fire site is contained by a border of none flammable materials such as rocks
· Clear vegetation and maintain a non flammable boundary of 10’ around the site

· Have hand tools and water handy to control escaped sparks
· Stay with the coals until they are completely out

· Consider using a metal BBQ “Grill” containing the fire, instead of traditional methods when cooking outdoors

· As weather conditions continue to dry the landscape utilize gas grills , with controlled flames when cooking outdoors 
Daily “FlashFire” Report Topics…(cont.)
#4    Vehicles

Hot, dry, weather conditions in Texas  have continued to favor the spread of Wildland Fires across the state. Many sources can contribute the next spark that may be a devastating Wildfire. We generally don’t consider our vehicles a source of fire, but incredibly dry grass along our roadways can ignite when in contact with a vehicle’s catalytic converter, and exhaust system. 


When traveling or driving through rangelands, select areas with little or no vegetation to stop your vehicle. Other situations to consider while operating a vehicle include;
· Properly maintain exhaust system and inspect for loose heat shields to prevent the potential for dragging metal parts 

· Don’t let chains drag when towing trailers on hard surface roads

#5   Smoking

As hot, dry conditions persist in this region of Texas, we must beware of all possibilities that contribute to Wildland Fire starts. Be careful when smoking. If smoking outdoors, stand within a cleared space and be sure to crush smokes completely out. While traveling, use that ashtray – don’t discard smokes out of your window. Charred spots along Texas highways are stark tributes of carelessly tossed cigarettes. Remember, 0nly you can prevent Wildfires in Texas!

Daily “FlashFire” Report Topics…(cont.)
#6    Farming Operations     

As the grazing lands, brush, and woodlands of Texas continue to dry out due to continuing heat and drought conditions. 
Several Wildland Fires in this area of Texas, have recently been started by hay baling operations. Tinder dry grass and vegetation can begin to burn with the slightest spark. Baling operations can be a dangerous gamble now. Worn bearings, and sparks from tractors may start a fire that can  damage that same equipment and the surrounding countryside. Other considerations that may help prevent agricultural fires include;

· Watch out for rocks and metal, when bush hogging or mowing

· Carry a fire extinguisher for emergency use
· Let balers “cool down” after every 20 bales

· Keep all equipment properly maintained
