Heinz sponsors wildfire safety tips
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 Wildland fires have destroyed more than 3500 homes and burned more than 3.8 million acres so far this year. The National Interagency Fire Center is distributing public service announcements aimed at minimizing the loss of life and property.

  The public service announcements, funded by the Heinz Family Philanthropies, give those who live, work and play in and near wildlands tips on safety and prevention, wildland fire ecology and fire management.  

``Wildfires are a natural part of life in many parts of our country but they can also jeopardize the safety and property of people who live close to our beautiful wildlands,’’ said Teresa Heinz, chairman of the Heinz Family Philanthropies. ``It is my hope residents and communities will learn useful tips from our `hot topics’ and keep themselves and their loved ones safe and sound during fire season.’’

     Wildland fire directors from the National Interagency Fire Center, the nation’s support center for wildland firefighting, in Boise, Idaho, thanked Mrs. Heinz for her support. Larry Hamilton, director of fire and aviation for the Bureau of Land Management explained, “Wildland fire is a natural event, much like hurricanes and tornadoes. With assistance from Teresa Heinz and the Heinz Family Philanthropies, the public service announcements will help people be more aware of what they can do to be prepared. Communities can live compatibly with wildland fire.”  

   Residential and commercial development, and recreation are rapidly increasing in wildlands. Forest and rangeland fires, worsened by drought and weather conditions, cause more than a billion dollars a year in property damage and increasingly threaten the lives of residents and firefighters.

“We’re not going to see a decrease in the number of people living, working and playing in our wildlands,” said Hamilton.  “We need to increase public awareness of how the dangers of wildfire can be lessened.  These PSAs will help accomplish that.”

The announcements are available on the web at www.nifc.gov .  The text is available in both English and Spanish. 

    Development of the ``hot topic’’ PSA’s was funded by the Teresa and H. John Heinz III Foundation. The Heinz Family philanthropies try to create positive change by establishing public and private linkages, particularly in the areas of the environment, health care and women’s health and economic security.  

