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Southwest Zone Interagency Fire Prevention Team

Southwestern Land Office

1401 27th Avenue

Missoula, Montana, 59804

Phone: (406) 542-5880

Fax: (406) 542-4885



August 13th, 2003 Daily Activity Report

The team met 7 a.m. for morning briefing and to set priorities for the day. 

Attended Missoula County Sheriff’s daily briefing on road closures/evacuations.  Assembled info into reference sheet for team members to answer telephone inquiries.

Call volume from the public is very heavy.  Many people asking for evacuation information.  Apparently local fire agencies and authorities are directing all evacuation inquiries to our number.  At this point, we’re barely keeping up with this.  Do we need to have agencies set up an evacuation update contact?  Is the 1-800 information set up to do this?

Conducted interview with KPAX reporter John Langeler.  Interview focused on important steps homeowners should take to protect homes from wildfire.  Aired on the 10 p.m. news.

Finalized and distributed two press releases.  First release in reference to additional forest closures and the second release focused on homeowners prioritizing hazard reduction around their homes.

Began order process for next fire prevention team. Gave a short briefing via telephone to incoming fire prevention team leader Frank Corona.  Also forwarded team activity reports for his review.  Scheduling new team to arrive Saturday, August 16th.

Contacted by Bill Sheppard, representative of Pepsi Bottling Company of Missoula who confirmed that he would support our request for them to print and deliver the “Got Clearance?” Campaign door and window flyers.  Pepsi, Missoula has agreed to print and deliver 1000 color flyers, 500 business request letters, and 500 defensible space type flyers.  Bill related that we might start seeing them as early as next week.   

Contacted 4 other Pepsi distributing companies who service the following areas: Butte, Bozeman, Helena, Anaconda, Kalispell, Columbia, Billings, and Great Falls.  Emailed assistance requests to representatives of the companies and are awaiting their review and reply.

Contacted Jim Siudzinski, representative of US Food Service, a major national food distributor, in regards to distribution of the “Got Clearance” Campaign door / window flyers.  US Food Service is currently reviewing the project request.  This US Food Service Outlet services hundreds of businesses, large and small, throughout Western Montana including JB restaurants, Borders and Barnes and Nobel Bookstores, Hospitals and Hotels.  
Contacted State Farm Representatives in regards to our insert assistance request.  Developed an alternative pamphlet for additional review.  State Farm is awaiting receipt of finalized versions of both for bids on the project.  State Farm representative John Handy said that company support would largely be dependant on cost of production.  State Farm’s assistance can only come from in-kind work rather than donations of money.  Still working on particulars of funding / logistical support of project.

Coordinated with Lamar outdoor advertising and reserved 5 locations for billboard advertising.  Proofs are complete and will be reviewed by the team tomorrow.

Prepared materials for public meetings scheduled for Alberton, Florence, Potomac and Stevensville tonight. 

Continued to contact business owners concerning donations for the newspaper insert.  

Printed and distributed 3,000 evacuation information and home preparedness flyers for use by Sheriffs Departments and IMTs in educating people in affected areas.  

Attended Florence Community fire info meeting Tuesday evening.  Team members handed out home ignition/defensible space brochures and answered questions from concerned homeowners.

Attended Stevensville Community fire info meeting.  Team members handed out home ignition/defensible space brochures and answered questions from concerned homeowners. 

Attended Alberton Community fire info meeting.  Team members handed out home ignition/defensible space brochures and answered questions from concerned homeowners.

Attended Potomac Community fire info meeting.  Team members handed out home ignition/defensible space brochures and answered questions from concerned homeowners.

