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                                          Southwest Zone Fire Prevention Team

Fire Situation

The fire and moisture indices in late July 2003 have reached levels seldom seen even in late August and indicate a potentially worse fire situation than in 2000.  Lands potentially impacted include state lands, tribal, national forests, and private lands in southwestern Montana.  Although the wet spring weather delivered greater than normal levels of precipitation, the increased precipitation also resulted in the increased growth of grasses that are now potential fuel for wildland fires.  Weather patterns and predictions indicate increased hot and dry weather for the remainder of the summer.  Recent spotty rainfall has had no significant impact on the wildfire danger.  There is also a shortage of fire teams (Types I and II) that is expected to continue and possibly worsen.  Some geographically related fires are being managed as “complexes” to enable better allocation of resources and to minimize the adverse impact of fire team shortages.  At this point in time the alternative of not attacking some fires is not necessary.

Communication Goals

1. Provide fire prevention messages and assistance to Southwestern Montana.

2. Provide information on fire closures and restrictions.

3. Develop a long-term fire prevention strategy for local agencies.  

Team Objectives:

1. Develop essential information on wildfire mitigation and prevention for target audiences.

2. Provide prevention assistance to local agencies/cooperating zone agencies.

3. Provide accurate fire and closure/restriction information to member agencies, media and the public.

4. Develop consistent public education messages.
5. Target information concerning fire restrictions and prevention to outdoor enthusiasts.

6. Develop long-term fire prevention strategies to enable local agencies to continue successful wildland/urban interface protection.

Prevention Strategy

Provide support to local and cooperating agencies by developing and distributing wildland fire prevention products that can be applied throughout the southwestern section of the State of Montana.  

Key Messages:

1. Fire indices and fuel moisture levels as of late July 2003 indicate a potentially worse fire season than 2000.  Weather patterns and predictions indicate continued hot and dry weather for the next 3 to 4 weeks.

2. Stage II fire restrictions are in place as of 7/28/03.  If you or members of the public have questions, please call the Southwest Montana Fire Prevention Team at (406) 542-5880.

3. Report any suspicious activity or burning in your neighborhood to your local police department.

4. New lightning fires will be suppressed on a priority basis by the responsible agency.  Priority will be given to controlling new fires within the urban interface to prevent loss of property and lives.

5. Closures are in effect on Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal lands and on all Plum Creek lands in Montana and Idaho.

6. Debris burning is not allowed.  Fireworks are prohibited.  Campfires are only allowed when fueled by liquid petroleum or LPG.  If you smoke you must do so in an enclosed vehicle or house, in a developed recreation site, or while stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter and devoid of all flammable material.  Hoot owl restrictions are in effect for all logging and road building activities throughout Western Montana.  Operating a chainsaw is prohibited between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.m.

7. Information on fire restrictions in the Montana Southwest Zone can be found on the internet at www.mcfpa.org while fire restriction information for all of Montana and Idaho can be found at www.fs.fed.us/r1/fire/nrcg/fireseason/2003/index.

