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  SW ZONE INTERAGENCY FIRE PREVENTION TEAM                                    


Phone: (406)542-5880

        FAX: (406)542-5885 

   email: zoneteam@state.mt.us

FOR RELEASE: Date:
08/13/03

Contact: Jon Agner, Team Leader

ADDITIONAL FIRE CLOSURES GO INTO EFFECT ON THE LOLO NATIONAL FOREST

Lolo National Forest Supervisor Deborah Austin signed additional forest closure orders effective Tuesday, August 12, 2003.  The special closures involve several areas that are being affected by recent wildfire activity.  According to Austin, “These are not blanket closures and affect only those areas where public safety may be compromised by ongoing wildfire activity.  People still have access to recreate in other areas.  They just need to be careful and abide by current fire restrictions.” Additional closures are possible as fire conditions change. Lolo closures, including the new closures, are as follows:

It is prohibited, within the following locations, to enter or be upon any area which is closed for the protection of “Public Health and Safety” (Title 36 CFR 261.53(e)):

· Within the Missoula Ranger District:  All affected National Forest Lands within the following described area: Lolo National Forest System lands in the Deep Creek, Black Mountain and O’Brien Creek areas; lands west of Black Mtn; lands around the Snowbowl Ski Area to the Tribal and  Rattlesnake Wilderness boundaries; lands within the Rattlesnake Wilderness Area and north of Franklin Bridge in the Rattlesnake NRA; lands east of the Rattlesnake Wilderness to Gold Creek Peak; south of Schwartz Creek and I-90 to Bateman Creek on the east, lands in the Rock Creek drainage to the boundary of the Bitterroot and Deerlodge National Forests; and the Rock Creek Road above Ranch Creek approximately eleven miles south of I-90 is closed to local traffic only. People are still allowed to access Rock Creek to fish but must stay within the high water mark.
· Within the Nine Mile Ranger District:  All affected National Forest Lands within the Fish Creek and Upper Petty Creek Drainages including the Fish Creek Road from 2 miles south of the Interstate to and including the Wagon Mountain Road north of Lolo Hot Springs on Hwy 12; south of Wildhorse Pt and Petty Mtn, west of Telephone Butte, and west to the Idaho state line and Superior Ranger District boundary; and south of Quartz Creek and the Clark Fork River west of Sawmill Gulch.  

· Within the Seeley Lake Ranger District:  All affected National Forest System Lands within the following described area: South of Placid Creek Road 349 from Upper Jocko Lake southeast to The National Forest Boundary west of Placid Lake; west of the National Forest Boundary line that runs south to Spook Lake;  North of the National Forest Boundary that runs west to Gold Creek Peak;  East of the National Forest boundary line that runs from Gold Creek Peak to Upper Jocko Lake.
· Within the Plains/Thompson Falls Ranger Districts: All National Forest lands north of the Mineral County line from Combest Pk to Mt Bushnell, north to the Clark Fork River between and within the Dry Creek drainage south of Thompson Falls on the west and Swamp Creek drainage four miles west of Plains on the east.  Closure includes the Swamp Creek Road at Four-corners, the Eddy Creek and Cherry Creek roads at the National Forest boundary, and the Dry Creek Road two miles south of Thompson Falls.

Within the areas below the following acts are prohibited:  Using any motorized vehicle including, but not limited to, car, truck, trail bike, motorcycle and all-terrain vehicle, on the forest development roads listed. Using any non-motorized means of travel including, but not limited to, pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian travel, on the forest development roads listed: 

· Within the Superior Ranger District: On Dry Fork Tamarack Creek Road, Forest Service Road (NFSR) 1194, from its junction with Tamarack Creek Road, north to the Plains District boundary.  Twelve Mile Road, NFSR 352, from the junction with the Mineral Mountain Road, FSR 3813  to the Thompson Falls District boundary. Thompson-DeBorgia Road, NFSR 378, from the junction with the Mineral Mountain Road, FSR 3813 , to the Thompson Falls District boundary in Mineral County, Montana.  

Residents of homes in any of these areas may  be allowed access to and from their homes depending on changing fire conditions.  Residents should check with on-the-ground control points. 

For further closure and restriction information, please call (406) 543-5880 or visit www.mcfpa.org.
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