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Florida Wildland Fire Prevention Interagency Team

                            Communication Plan

Wednesday, June 9, 2004

The specific purpose of this plan is to guide interagency outreach efforts for fire prevention.  The ultimate goal is to reduce the number of human-caused fires in north and central Florida, through

1. Informing residents and visitors of the continuing fire danger due to dry conditions and increased lightning activity.

2. Educating the public on the use of prescribed fire as a management tool.

3. Providing information on how homeowners can protect their homes and communities from wildfires (Firewise). Emphasize property owner’s responsibility to protect their property.

4. Informing drivers on what to do should they encounter smoke on Florida’s highways.  

Target Audience(s)

· Homeowners/communities 

· Drivers on Florida’s highways

· Campers and other recreational users

· Children (youth)

Key Messages

What to do if you encounter smoke on Florida’s highways.

· Slow down when driving in smoke.

· Do not slam on your brakes.

· If you have to stop pull off as far as possible on the road shoulder.

· Use low beam on headlights.

Fire danger is still high.

· “Don’t let those afternoon summer showers fool you.”

· “A little rain does not stop a long-term drought.”

· Report all suspicious fires immediately to 911 or your local fire control agency.

· Florida has a 12-month wildfire season that peaks from December – June.

People can start fires in many ways.

· The two most significant causes of wildfires in Florida are debris burning (open burning) and arson.

· Keeping debris fires from getting out of control takes only a few easy steps.
Fire prevention starts with awareness - the individual being aware that they can cause a fire.

· Forest visitors and residents need to be aware of the dry conditions and fire restrictions currently existing in northern Florida.
· These groups must be encouraged to take personal responsibility for their fires (campfires, debris burning, etc).
· Residents can increase their chances of their homes surviving a wildfire by planning ahead (having defensible space around their homes, having an evacuation plan, etc).
Campfires/BBQ Grills: 

· Keep aware of current fire restrictions (developed vs. dispersed campsites).

· Know how to build a proper campfire (including how to clear vegetation, locate away from flammables, etc.

· Be able to properly extinguish a campfire and make sure it’s “dead out.”

· Never leave a campfire unattended.

· Soak BBQ coals with water before disposing of them in a non-combustible container.

Fireworks:

· Be aware of the current restrictions on fireworks, and where fireworks are prohibited.

· Enjoy public fireworks displays instead of using fireworks during period of high fire danger.
· Target messages for firework users (such as the “Don’t Blow It” Campaign).
Debris Burning: 

· “Know the law before you strike that match.”

· Clear vegetation away from burn barrels or debris piles.

· Never leave a debris fire unattended.

· Keep a supply of water and tools handy to prevent an accidental escape.

Protecting Your Home from Wildfire:

· Create defensible spaces around the property.

· Reduce flammable vegetation, trees and brush around your home.

· Remove or prune trees 6 to 10 feet from ground and 15 feet from chimney.

· Cut grass and weeds regularly and irrigation system.

· Relocate woodpiles and leftover building materials away from home.

· Keep your roof and yard clean.

· Identify your home by having your address on a mailbox or sign.

· Easy access, easy egress (can fire trucks get in? can you get out?).

· Have a roof that will not burn (noncombustible materials).

· Have an emergency plan when wildfire strikes.

Children and Fire: 

· Do not play with matches or a lighter.

· Report all fires immediately to a responsible adult.

· Do not play with illegal fireworks. 
· Don’t use fireworks on public lands.
Take Personal Responsibility for Your Fire:

· Know what to do when you’re out recreating this summer (campfire rules, how to put it out, tools to carry, be aware of vehicle fire hazards).

· Understand what those fire danger signs and restrictions mean to you.

· Know what to do if you encounter a wildfire.
Methods for Distribution (see Media List)

Newspaper: press releases and websites.

Radio: PSAs for broadcast; conduct radio interviews.

Websites:  Florida Division of Forestry (www.fl-dof.com); Osceola National Forest (www.fs.fed.us/); Greater Okefenokee Landowners Association.

Visitor Centers/Recreation Areas: U.S. Forest Service, State Parks, Welcome Centers, Roadside Displays, etc. This is often the first place that visitors to northern Florida stop on their way to recreational areas and is a great place to provide information about current fire danger and restrictions.

Fairs/Festivals/Events:

Methods/Products 

Drivers 

· Smoke on Florida’s Highways brochures in rest areas.

· Highway signs

Campers, recreationists

· Fire prevention signs 

· Handouts in campgrounds and day use areas

Home owners/communities

· Door to door contacts

· Firewise homeowner kit

· Exhibit

· News media

Children (Youth)

· Smokey Programs

· Summer Programs (Camps)

All audiences

· Local media (electronic and print)

· Community bulletin boards


GENERAL NATIONAL FOREST DIRECTION IN FIRE PREVENTION ACTIVITIES

1. S.O. Fire personnel will develop a National Forests in Florida fire prevention traveling display along with brochures. The display and brochures will be available for use by all district personnel.  

2. Public Affairs will distribute public service announcements for use with various media.  All PSA’s must be approved by the Forest PAO.  Districts should consult with public affairs on any special media needs.  

3. The Apalachicola National Forest should continue working with local landowners on the use of prescribed burning of private lands adjacent to National Forest, Smokey Bear programs, and disaster resistant neighborhoods with the Red Cross.

4. The Osceola should continue Smokey Bear programs in local schools and coordination with DOF on parades and other events.

5. The Ocala National Forest should continue Smokey Bear programs in area schools, support of Smokey and the American Cowboy at local rodeos and cooperation with DOF in prevention activities such as earth day at Silver Springs.

6. Seminole District is the primary contact with Walt Disney World for activities related to the MOU for Wilderness Lodge.

7. Each District Timber Sale Administrator and FMO should be familiar with fire clauses in the timber sale contract.  Each district should also maintain a current copy of the Approved Spark Arrester Handbook.

8. A law enforcement officer (LEO) should investigate all person caused fires in order to determine person or persons responsible.

9. Districts should attempt to assign an accurate statistical fire cause to all wildfires.  Avoid miscellaneous codes if possible.

10. Districts maintaining a “Fire Danger Today” sign should develop procedures to ensure the sign is updated daily and accurately to reflect current fire danger.

11. Districts should analyze heavy fire occurrence areas using GIS and schedule fuel reduction burns in these high occurrence areas.  Wildland/Urban Interface areas should also receive high priority for fuel reduction prescribed burning.

12. Each district should develop their own prevention plan specific to their local needs.

FIRE PREVENTION PLAN FOR THE NATIONAL FORESTS IN FLORIDA

Purpose

The purpose of the fire prevention program is to minimize the probability of, and the risks associated with, natural and human caused wild fires in the National Forests in Florida.  Prescribed burning and mechanical treatment of fuels can reduce the risk of both types of fires. Human caused fires can be reduced through education, engineering and enforcement.

Education

Partnerships between the National Forests in Florida and the Florida Division of Forestry have been very successful in their use of Smokey Bear and Firewise programs in fire prevention education.  Each district should continue to further develop these programs and partnerships with DOF and other agencies.

Engineering

Structures and improvements that are within the forest should meet county building codes.  When county codes are not adequate to address wildfire conditions, the forest should take additional precautionary measures to protect the facilities.  Forest personnel should make inspections of all Forest facilities periodically.  Measures to reduce the risks of and hazards from wildfire are to be taken immediately whenever problems are noted.

Enforcement

Authorized Forest personnel will enforce restrictions and closures during times of high fire danger.

Objectives

1. Determine wildland/urban interface areas adjacent to and within the National Forests in Florida and minimize risk of wildfire danger to these areas.

2. Emphasize to property owners their responsibility to protect their own property.

3. Inform Forest visitors and local residents of extreme fire danger and fire prevention measures.

4. Educate local residents and Forest visitors through the use of Firewise and Smokey Bear programs.

5. Develop partnerships with various agencies to accomplish a wide variety of wild fire prevention activities.

Key Messages

1. Forest personnel need to recognize the potential of high fire danger and get the message out to the public.  

· Explain reasons for high fire danger.  Examples: extreme drought lowers fuel moisture content, more occurrences of fires than normal, large amounts of acreage burned.

· Everyone can help prevent unwanted human-caused wild fires.

· By observing fire restrictions, using developed campsites and using spark arrestors in all power equipment.

2. Be aware of smoke on Florida’s highways.  

· Drivers need to know how to drive in smoke.  They need to slow down and if they have to stop they should pull off the road as far as possible.

· Making your property fire safe using Firewise measures.

· Modify burnable vegetation around structures to provide defensible space.

· Ensure access for fire vehicles.

· Store firewood and other flammables away from structures.

3. Target Audiences:

· Forest Service Personnel

· National Forest Visitors

· Adjacent Landowners

· Local residents and General Public

4. Methods/Products that will identify the techniques or tools that will best reach the target audience.

· Forest Service personnel: Fire Staff, FMO’s and PAO’s will inform Forest Service personnel on status of fire danger through written and oral communication.

· Forest Visitors

· Fire prevention signs posted along roads and in recreation areas

· Handouts at check points

· Personal contacts made by camp hosts or Forest Service personnel

· Adjacent landowners

· Handouts

· Door to door contacts

· Local residents and general public

· Local media (electronic and print) Television and radio PSA’s.

· Community Bulletin boards

· Smokey Bear and Firewise programs

· Community events such as fairs, expos, parades, rodeos etc.
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